
Date: November 27, 2017 (Monday) 

Time: 6:30 p.m.  

Place:  City Council Chambers 

            350 North Valencia Blvd. 

            Woodlake, CA 93286 

 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the California Ralph M. 

Brown Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, including 

auxiliary aids, translation requests, or other accommodations, or to be able to access this 

agenda and documents in the agenda packet, please contact City Hall at 559-564-8055 at 

least 3 days prior to the meeting.       

 

The full agenda including staff reports and supporting materials are available at City Hall. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME 

  

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Council on 

items within its jurisdiction but not on this agenda.  NOTE:  Prior to action by the 

Council on any item on this agenda, the public may comment on that item.  Unscheduled 

comments may be limited to 3 minutes. 

 

All items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and non-controversial by 

City staff and will be approved by one motion if no member of the Council or public 

wishes to comment or ask questions.  Items pulled from the Calendar will be considered 

separately. 

 

IV.  CONSENT CALENDAR –ACTION AND INFORMATION ITEMS 

Request Approval of the Consent Calendar Action Items (IV A-E) 

 

A. Action: Approval of Minutes of the regular meeting held on November 13, 

2017 (Pages 1-5) 

B. Action: Approval of Warrants (Pages 6-31) 

C. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Continuation of the Proclamation of the 

Existence of a Local Drought Emergency for the City of Woodlake 

(Pages 32-36) 

D. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Reaffirm the Approval of Emergency 

Expenditures for the Development and Implementation of the City of 

Woodlake Well Project (Pages 37-40) 

E. Action: Proclamation Recognizing January 21-27, 2018 as School Choice 

Week (Pages 41-42) 

F. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Canvassing Results of the Special 

Election Held in the City of Woodlake on November 7, 2017 and 

Certifying and Declaring the Results Thereof (Pages 43-46) 



 

V.  ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

A. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Receive Public Comments, Waive 2nd  Reading, 

and adopt amendments to Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Operations and Chapter 

17.28.04 Service Commercial Conditional Uses (Pages 47-55) 

B. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Issue a Regulatory Permit to Green Bean Pharm 

and CCW LLC to Conduct Retail Cannabis Operations Within the City of 

Woodlake (Pages 56-60) 

C. Action: Adoption of Resolutions: Authorize the City Administrator to Execute 

Agreements with the California Department of Tax and Fee Administration for 

Implementation of a Local Transaction and Use Tax and Authorize the 

Examination of Transactions (Sales) and Use Taxes (Pages 61-74) 

D. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approve the Partial Improvements for the 

Valencia Heights Subdivision (Pages 75-76) 

E. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Authorize the City Manager to Sign a Financial 

Assistance Application for a Financing Agreement from the State Water 

Resources Control Board for the Planning, Design and Construction of the 

Woodlake Sewer Improvements Project (Pages 77-79) 

 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

 A.  Information: Items from Staff 

 B.  Information: Items from Council Members 

 C.  Request from Council Members for Future Agenda Items 

 

VII.  CLOSED SESSION 

 

1. PENDING LITIGATION (Government Code § 54956.9).  It is the intention of this 

governing body to meet in closed-session concerning: 

 Conference with legal counsel – EXISTING LITIGATION (Government Code § 

54956.9(d)(1)).   

  Parties, case/claim no. City of Woodlake v. Garibay, Tulare County 

Case No. VCU263067 

  Case name unspecified because of jeopardy to settlement negotiations 

or service of process. 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 

 

As provided in the Ralph M. Brown Act, Government Code sections 54950 et seq., the 

Governing Board may meet in closed session with members of its staff and its attorneys. These 

sessions are not open to the public and may not be attended by members of the public.  The 

matters the Council will meet on in closed session are identified below or are those matters 

appropriately identified in open session as requiring immediate attention and arising after the  

posting of the agenda.  Any public reports of action taken in the closed session will be made in 

accordance with Government Code sections 54957.1 

 

 

 



 

“Documents: If distributed to the Council less than 72 hours before a regular meeting, any public 

records which are subject to public inspection and pertain to an open-session item on the regular 

meeting agenda shall be available at the following address at the time they are distributed to a 

majority of the Council: 350 North Valencia Boulevard, Woodlake, California 93286.  Public 

records distributed to the Council at a public meeting will be available to the public at such 

meeting if they were prepared by the City.   

Exemptions and details in Government Code§ 54957.5 (a) shall apply.” 

 

II. ADJOURN 

 

The next scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Monday, December 11, 2017 at 6:30 

p.m. at City Council Chambers located at 350 North Valencia Boulevard, Woodlake, CA 93286. 

 

City Council: 

 

Rudy Mendoza - Mayor 

Frances Ortiz - Vice Mayor 

Louie Lopez - Councilmember 

Greg Gonzalez Jr. - Councilmember 

Jose L. Martinez - Councilmember 



  

WOODLAKE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES             November 13, 2017 

 

 

PRESENT: Councilmembers Mendoza, G. Gonzalez Jr., Ortiz, Lopez & Martinez 

OTHERS: Lara, Marquez, Waters, Zamora, & Zacarias 

ABSENT:  

 

FLAG SALUTE 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

Jonathan Venus, 783 N. Acacia, Woodlake – Mr. Venus is the Pastor at the Presbyterian 

Church in Woodlake and he stated he was told the property across from the church was a 

potential site for a dispensary and believes this would not be a good idea.  He stated there 

are various children services held at the church.  He also stated AA and NA meetings are 

held at the church and does not want a dispensary so close to the church. 

 

Donna Davis, 35509 Road 212, Woodlake – Miss Davis stated she attends the 

Presbyterian church and the focus of the church is youth and is sad to see the dispensary 

across from the church.  Mayor Mendoza stated the property is a potential site but no 

definite decision has been made by council.  There is a process that must be followed and 

it may take 2-4 weeks before a decision is made. 

 

Al George, 21401 Avenue 332, Woodlake – Mr. George asked if the right questions 

would be asked regarding the approval of a dispensary in town.  Are the questions only 

about the monetary aspect or were there surveys also taken to show statistics regarding a 

rise in crime and the impact on the schools.  He is concerned about the negative impact 

this would have for the community. 

 

Mayor Mendoza reminded everyone that the City will be accepting applications for those 

who are interested in serving on Citizens Oversight Committee.  Applications will be 

accepted until December 1, 2017. 

 

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR –ACTION AND INFORMATION ITEMS 

Request Approval of the Consent Calendar Action Items (IV. A-D) 

A. Action: Approval of Minutes of the regular meeting held on October 23, 

2017 

B. Action: Approval of Warrants 

C. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the October 2017 Monthly 

Report of Investments 

D. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the Agreement Between the 

Woodlake Public Cemetery District and the City of Woodlake 

ON A MOTION BY ORTIZ, SECOND BY LOPEZ, IT WAS VOTED 

TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR.  APPROVED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

V.  ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS   

A. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Receive Public Comments, Waive 1st 

Reading, and Set Second Reading date for amendments to Chapter 5.48 Cannabis 

Operations and Chapter 17.28.04 Service Commercial Conditional Uses 

City Employee Waters reported the following: the City is introducing drafts of the 

following ordinances: 
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Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Operations – Add Service Commercial (CS) to 5.48.040 

Cannabis Dispensaries Permitted Uses and Zoning and allow for cannabis 

Testing, Distribution, and Transportation to occur in Service Commercial Zones 

in 5.48.020 Cannabis Production Permitted Uses and Zoning. 

Chapter 17.28.04 Service Commercial Conditional Uses – Add cannabis 

dispensaries, cannabis distribution and cannabis testing facilities to the allowed 

conditional uses.  The purpose of this public hearing is to give citizens an 

opportunity to make their comments known regarding the proposed amendments 

and/or additions to the ordinances listed above. The City is proposing to allow for 

cannabis dispensaries, distribution and testing within Service Commercial Zones.  

The planning commission has recommended approval to the City Council on the 

adoption of these two ordinances. 

PUBLIC HEARING OPENED: 6:40 PM 

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED: 6:40 PM 

ON A MOTION BY MARTINEZ, SECOND BY LOPEZ, IT WAS VOTED 

TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS, 

WAIVE 1ST READING AND SET SECOND READING DATE FOR 

AMENDMENTS.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

B. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Receive Public Comments, Waive 2nd Reading, 

and Adopt Ordinances Amending Chapter 1.12 Administrative Fines and 

Penalties, Chapter 1.13 Administrative Appeals, Chapter 2.36 Purchasing 

Systems, Chapter 2.24 Planning Commission, Chapter 2.16 Elections, Chapter 

5.04 Business Licenses Generally, Chapter 6.08 Animals Generally, Chapter 

12.12 Curbs, Gutters and Sidewalks, Chapter 10.04 City Traffic Code, Chapter 

17.54 Site Plan Review, Chapter 17.48 Conditional Use Permits of the Woodlake 

Municipal Code 

City Employee Waters reported the following: the City is currently reviewing and 

updating the ADA self-evaluation and transition plan. The ADA self-evaluation 

and transition plan is part of a federal mandate designed to establish compliance 

with the Americans with Disability Act. All presented amendments aim to ensure 

that city ordinances support compliance with federal ADA regulations, and 

therefore further enhance the accessibility for person with disabilities to 

participate in city service, programs, and access city facilities. 

 

The language proposed to be added to Chapter 1.12, Chapter 1.13, Chapter 5.04., 

Chapter 17.54., and Chapter 17.48, are all intended to provide persons with 

disabilities alternative formats when requested. These alternative formats can be 

options such as brail or audio. All of these ordinances deal with city applications 

and forms. 

 

The language proposed to be added to Chapter 2.36, Chapter 2.24, Chapter 2.16, 

Chapter 6.08, Chapter 12.12, Chapter 10.04, Chapter 17.54, are all intended to 

remove physical barriers to city facilities, city equipment, future city 

developments, and private developments to better accommodate accessibility for 

persons with disabilities.  The purpose of this public hearing is to give citizens an 

opportunity to make their comments known regarding the proposed amendments 

PUBLIC HEARING OPENED 6:42 PM 

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 6:42 PM 

ON A MOTION BY MARTINEZ, SECOND BY LOPERZ, IT WAS VOTED 

TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION, RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS, 

WAIVE 2ND READING AND ADOPT ORDINANCES.  APPROVED 

UNANIMOUSLY.  

C. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Authorize Staff to Submit a 2017 Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program Application 
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City Administrator Lara reported the following: The Notice of Funding 

Availability for this year’s CDBG application was issued on September 1, 2017.  

The City is eligible for up to $5,000,000.  With the help of Citizen and Council 

input, staff is recommending that the City submit an application as follows: 

General Administration $46,077 

Public Facility: Public Facility Rehabilitation $614,362 

TOTAL: $660,439 

The Public Facility funds will be used to improve the new community center 

through the addition of a commercial kitchen and community center gymnasium.  

The City of Woodlake will request a Waiver to the CDBG 50% Expenditure Rule. 

The waiver request shall be compliant with the State of California Waiver 

Requirements specified in the 2017 CDBG NOFA. The City further 

acknowledges that failure to comply with the requirements may cause 

disencumberance of funds for the project approved, and repayment to the State of 

California. The City of Woodlake has or anticipates receiving approximately 

$210,000 in CDBG Program Income that must be expended prior to expending 

awarded grant funds.  This Public Hearing qualifies as the second of two required 

public hearings to encourage citizen participation on possible CDBG-eligible 

activities.  The first Public Hearing was held October 18, 2017.  The application is 

due to the State by 5:00 PM on December 1, 2017. 

PUBLIC HEARING OPENED: 6:45 PM 

Donna Davis, 35509 Road 212, Woodlake – Ms. Davis asked if the design of the 

community center was already approved.  She stated the City if Lindsay offers a 

physical therapy room for their senior citizens and it would be nice for Woodlake to 

have one to.  City Administrator Lara stated the design was already approved. 

PUGLIC HEARING CLOSED: 6:46 PM 

ON A MOTION BY G. GONZALEZ JR., SECOND BY LOPEZ, IT WAS 

VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND AUTHORIZE STAFF TO 

SUBMIT A 2017 (CDBG) PROGRAM APPLICATION.  APPROVED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

D. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Authorize Staff to Request Applications for the 

Citizens Oversight Committee(COC) as Required Per Measure R and Measure S 

 City Administrator Lara reported the following: the unofficial Election Day 

results show a large majority of voters in the City of Woodlake approving both 

measures.  Staff would know like to begin the process of requesting application 

for the Citizens Oversight Committee as Required Per Measure R and Measure S.  

The COC will consist of the following members as approved by Council: (1) 

WUSD Representative, (1) Local Business Owner, (1) Police Representative, (1) 

Fire Representative, (2) Residents of the City of Woodlake and (1) Community 

Member.  Applications will be accepted until December 1, 2017 and then 

presented to Council for approval at the December 11, 2017 City Council 

meeting.  Mayor Mendoza stated this is a great opportunity for the community to 

get involved. 

ON A MOTION BY LOPEZ, SECOND BY MARTINEZ IT WAS VOTED TO 

ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND AUTHORIZE STAFF TO REQUEST 

APPLICATIONS FOR THE CITIZENS OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE AS 

REQUIRED PER MEASURE R AND MEASURE S.  APPROVED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

A.  Information: Items from Staff 

City Administrator Lara – Reported the construction of the community center is still on 

schedule.  Self-Help is having their ground-breaking ceremony on December 7th at 10 am 

and all are welcome and invited. 
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B. Information: Items from Council 

Councilmember Martinez – Reported the annual Persall Thanksgiving lunch will be held 

next Thursday at Miller Brown Park.  Donations of food and clothing is always welcome.  

Last year they served about 328 lunches and gave out 65 blankets and hope to serve more 

this year.  City Clerk Zacarias stated donations can be dropped off at City Hall and she 

will contact Brenda Persall for pickup of items. 

Councilmember Lopez – Reported the Christmas Parade will be held on December 9th 

and will begin at 7 pm.  There will also be a Santa Workshop for all the kids to take a 

picture with Santa and get a gift. 

Mayor Mendoza – Reported he attended a meeting in Sacramento and the discussions 

were transportation and gas taxes. 

 

C.  Request from Council Members for Future Agenda Items 

 

VII. CLOSED SESSION 

 

1. PENDING LITIGATION (Government Code § 54956.9).  It is the intention of 

this governing body to meet in closed-session concerning: 

 Conference with legal counsel – EXISTING LITIGATION (Government 

Code § 54956.9(d)(1)).   

  Parties, case/claim no. City of Woodlake v. Garibay, Tulare 

County Case No. VCU263067 

  Case name unspecified because of jeopardy to settlement 

negotiations or service of process. 

 

MEETING MOVED TO CLOSED SESSION AT 7:11 PM 

MEETING RECONVENED AT 7:47 PM 

 

Mayor Mendoza reported no action was taken and there was nothing to report 

 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 

 

As provided in the Ralph M. Brown Act, Government Code sections 54950 et seq., the 

Governing Board may meet in closed session with members of its staff and its attorneys. 

These sessions are not open to the public and may not be attended by members of the 

public.  The matters the Council will meet on in closed session are identified below or are 

those matters appropriately identified in open session as requiring immediate attention 

and arising after the posting of the agenda.  Any public reports of action taken in the 

closed session will be made in accordance with Government Code sections 54957.1 

“Documents: If distributed to the Council less than 72 hours before a regular meeting, 

any public records which are subject to public inspection and pertain to an open-session 

item on the regular meeting agenda shall be available at the following address at the time 

they are distributed to a majority of the Council: 350 North Valencia Boulevard, 

Woodlake, California 93286.  Public records distributed to the Council at a public 

meeting will be available to the public at such meeting if they were prepared by the City.   

Exemptions and details in Government Code§ 54957.5 (a) shall apply.” 
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VIII. ADJOURN 

 

The next scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Monday, November 27, 2017 at 

6:30 p.m. at City Council Chambers located at 350 North Valencia Boulevard, Woodlake, 

CA 93286. 

 

City Council: 

Rudy Mendoza - Mayor 

Frances Ortiz - Vice Mayor 

Louie Lopez - Councilmember 

Greg Gonzalez Jr. - Councilmember 

Jose L. Martinez - Councilmember 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:47 PM 

 

Submitted by, 

 

 

 

Irene Zacarias 

City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM IV-C 
November 27, 2017 

Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Continuation of the Proclamation of the Existence 

of a Local Drought Emergency for the City of Woodlake  

 
BACKGROUND: 

 

The California Government Code section 8630 empowers the City Council of the City 

of Woodlake to proclaim the existence of a local drought emergency when the City of 

Woodlake is threatened or likely to be threatened by the conditions of extreme peril to 

the safety of persons and property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the 

services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of this City.  The City of Woodlake 

declared a drought emergency on the 26th day of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45.   

 

On January 17, 2014, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a state of 

emergency in the State of California due to current drought conditions in the State. The 

Governor’s proclamation acknowledged that the State of California is experiencing 

record dry conditions that have persisted since 2012, with 2014 projected to become the 

driest year on record and called upon all Californians to reduce their water usage by 20 

percent.   

  

DISCUSSION: 

 
The City of Woodlake water system is made up of five wells that are used as the only 

source to provide potable water to its residents.  The wells have seen a consistent drop 

in groundwater level due to the drought and diversion of water, which has increased 

ground water pumping in the area. These conditions have created a situation where City 

wells will need to be updated or replaced.  Due to the low water table, the wells have 

also become very inefficient.  All these factors have created a burden on the City’s 

water system. 

 

The City requested informal bids for the construction of a test well along the St. Johns 

River.  Well contractors are in large demand and soliciting bids was a challenge.  The 

City was able to secure the services of Western Strata Exploration, Inc., who drilled 

Well #13.  The City then procured the services of Zim Industries, Inc. to drill Well #14.  

The well drilling has been completed and testing has begun to get production numbers 

for the well.  Both wells have been designed and engineered and the City has begun the 

process of connecting them to the current system.  JT2, Inc. was the lowest responsive 

bidder and has begun the process of connecting Well #13 and Well #14 to the system.   
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 
Staff recommends that the City Council continue the proclamation by the City 

Council of the City of Woodlake, State of California, proclaiming the existence of a 

local drought emergency for the City of Woodlake.  The City Council would review 

the need for continuing the local drought emergency at least once every 30 days until 

the Council terminates the local drought emergency.     

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
The City Water Fund has been largely depleted by the inefficiency, and the need of 

updating and replacement of City wells.  City staff will continue to look for other 

funding sources to construct future wells. 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

1. Resolution: Continuation of the Proclamation of the Existence of a Local Drought 

Emergency for the City of Woodlake  

 

33



BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

In the matter of: 

 

CONTINUATION OF THE PROCLAMATION OF     ) Resolution No.  

THE EXISTENCE OF A LOCAL DROUGHT              ) 

EMERGENCY FOR THE CITY OF WOODLAKE      ) 

 

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8630 empowers the City Council of the City of 

Woodlake to proclaim the existence of a local drought emergency when the City of Woodlake is 

threatened or likely to be threatened by the conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and 

property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment, and 

facilities of this City; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Woodlake declared a drought emergency on the 26th 

day of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45; and   

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8558(c) states that a “local emergency” means 

the duly proclaimed existence of conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property 

within the territorial limits of the City caused by the drought; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to City Charter, the City Administrator has requested the City Council to 

proclaim the existence of a local emergency; and  

WHEREAS, on January 17, 2014, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a state of 

emergency in the State of California due to current drought conditions in the state; and  

WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation acknowledged that the State of California is 

experiencing record dry conditions that have persisted since 2012; and  

WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation also noted that the snowpack in California’s mountains 

are alarmingly below the normal average level for this date; and  

WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation called upon all Californians to reduce their water usage 

by 20 percent; and  

WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation called upon local water suppliers and municipalities to 

implement water shortage contingency plans immediately in order to avoid or forestall outright 

restrictions that could become necessary later in the drought season; and  

WHEREAS, the current drought has negatively impacted local business, especially agricultural 

based business, of which City residents largely depend on; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake depends on ground water to provide potable water to its 

residents; and,  

WHEREAS, the City’s domestic wells have seen a consistent drop in groundwater levels, requiring 

that wells be updated and replaced, causing an economic burden on the City; and  

WHEREAS, persistent drought conditions have negatively impacted and continue to threaten the 

City’s economy; and  

WHEREAS, conditions of drought exacerbate already perilous fire conditions in the City; and  

WHEREAS, on January 15, 2014, the Secretary of the United States Department of Agriculture 

designated 27 California counties, [including Alameda, Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, Contra Costa, 

El Dorado, Fresno, Inyo, Kings, Kern, Los Angeles, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, Mono, Monterey, 

Sacramento, San Benito, San Bernardino, San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, Santa Clara, Santa 

Barbara, Stanislaus, Tulare, Tuolumne, and Ventura] as natural disaster areas due to drought which 

makes farm operators in the designated counties eligible to be considered for certain assistance 

including emergency loans from the U.S. Farm Service Agency for production losses; and  

WHEREAS, on January 17, 2014, the California State Resources Control Board notified all water 

rights holders in California that, in the coming months, if dry weather conditions persist, the State 
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Water Board will notify water right holders in critically dry watersheds of the requirement to limit 

or stop diversions of water under their water right, based upon the priority of their right; and  

WHEREAS, these conditions are likely to be beyond the services, equipment, personnel and fiscal 

resources of the City of Woodlake.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED by the City Council of the 

City of Woodlake that for reasons set forth herein, wishes to extend the proclamation of the 

existence of a local drought emergency in the City of Woodlake; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that federal and state agencies are requested to provide financial 

and other assistance to residents, water suppliers, water rights holders, ranchers, farmers, business 

owners and local governments in the City of Woodlake to help them mitigate the persistent drought 

conditions; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City’s water users heed the Governor’s request to reduce 

water usage by 20 percent.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that water suppliers and municipalities in the City of Woodlake 

heed the Governor’s request to implement water shortage contingency plans immediately in order to 

avoid or forestall outright restrictions that could become necessary later in the drought season.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all city water associates, power companies, other involved 

agencies, utilities, and individuals do whatever they can to equitably allocate the available water to 

mitigate to the extent possible the hardships resulting from the lack of water during this extended 

drought period of recovery.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of 

this local drought emergency the powers, functions, and duties of the emergency organization of this 

City shall be those prescribed by state law, ordinances, and resolutions existing and passed in 

conjunction with this emergency, and that this emergency shall be deemed to continue to exist until 

the City Council of the City of Woodlake, State of California, proclaims its termination. Further, it 

is directed that this emergency proclamation be forwarded to the Director of the Governor’s Office 

of Emergency Services and the Governor of the State of California.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that the City Council of the 

City of Woodlake hereby authorizes the undertaking of all extraordinary police and planning powers 

in response to this local drought emergency including but not limited to the ability to modify, 

amend, or issue planning codes, building or safety codes, environmental health codes, and such 

other codes, orders, and regulations as determined necessary for the duration of the emergency.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that public employees, 

officers, and governing bodies within the City are hereby granted full immunity to the extent 

allowed by law for actions undertaken in compliance with this proclamation.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of 

this local drought emergency, the City Administrator may request the City Council to amend this 

proclamation of a local drought emergency and, if this Council is not in session to amend this 

proclamation as necessary and, if this proclamation is amended by the City Administrator the 

Council shall take action to ratify the amendment within 30 days thereafter or the amendment shall 

have no further force or effect.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that this City Council will 

review the need for continuing the local drought emergency at least once every 30 days until this 

Council terminates the local drought emergency. [Note: Government Code section 8630(c) requires 

the governing board to review the local emergency at least once every 30 days until the governing 

body terminates the local emergency.] EXTENDED this 27thd day of November 2017.  
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The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember _______, and seconded by 

Councilmember ________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held on 

November 27, 2017. 

 

 AYES:  

 NOES: 

ABSTAIN 

 ABSENT:  

 

 

 

        ____________________ 

        Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________ 

Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM IV-D 
November 27, 2017 

Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Reaffirm the Approval of Emergency Expenditures 

for the Development and Implementation of the City of Woodlake Well Project  

 
BACKGROUND: 

 

The California Government Code section 8630 empowers the City Council of the City 

of Woodlake to proclaim the existence of a local drought emergency when the City of 

Woodlake is threatened or likely to be threatened by the conditions of extreme peril to 

the safety of persons and property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the 

services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of this City.  The Council declared a 

drought emergency on the 26th day of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45 and by 

Resolution No. 15-46 the Council approved an exemption pursuant to the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and State CEQA Guidelines relating to the 

environmental evaluation of the City of Woodlake Water Well Project.  On June 22, 

2015 by Resolution No. 15-59 Council approved emergency expenditures for the 

development and implementation of the City of Woodlake Well Project and has 

continued to reaffirm them at every Council meeting.   

 

The City of Woodlake water system is made up of five wells that are used as the only 

source to provide potable water to its residents.  The wells have seen a consistent drop 

in groundwater level due to the drought and diversion of water, which has increased 

ground water pumping in the area. These conditions have created a situation where City 

wells will need to be updated or replaced.  Due to the low water table, the wells have 

also become very inefficient.  All these factors have created a burden on the City’s 

water system. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

With the continued drought and pumping of groundwater in the area, the City water 

system has begun to struggle to meet the demand of its customers.  Water tables 

continue to fall and wells continue to become more inefficient.  In an effort to protect 

the City’s water resources, the City has taken the necessary steps towards drilling new 

City wells and is looking at options to make their current wells more efficient. 

Pervasive drought conditions have also significantly increased demand for well 

contractors, who now have very long waiting lists to drill wells and no incentive to 

engage a bidding process, thereby creating procurement challenges for local public 

agencies. The City has also implemented its Stage 4 water regulations and has made 

major cuts in the use of water at City facilities. 
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The declaration of an emergency, when passed by four-fifths votes of its members, 

allows the expenditure of public money for new City wells, which will allow the City to 

meet its consumers’ demands. The declaration has helped streamline the construction of 

the wells by allowing the City to forego a competitive bid process as per the Public 

Contract Code.  When the Council approves such action then the declaration of 

emergency will have to be re-approved by a four-fifths vote at every regularly 

scheduled meeting until the action is terminated. 

 

At this time the City has drilled two wells along the St. John’s River within the City 

Airport Property.  The design and engineering for the wells has been completed and the 

City will now begin the process of connecting the wells to the City’s water system.  The 

construction for the connection for Well #13 and #14 to the City’s water system are in 

progress. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve the emergency expenditures of 

public money for the construction of new City wells to meet the demands of its 

customers and to safeguard the health of City residents.    

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
The development and implementation of two new City wells will be paid out of the 

Water Fund.  Staff has currently allocated $1,500,000 to the project for both wells.    
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

1. Resolution: Reaffirm the Approval of Emergency Expenditures for the 

Development and Implementation of the City of Woodlake Well Project  
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

In the matter of: 

 

REAFFIRM THE APPROVAL OF EMERGNECY         )  Resolution No.  

EXPENDITURES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND    )                            

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE ) 

WELL PROJECT                                                             ) 

 

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8630 empowers the City Council of the City of 

Woodlake to proclaim the existence of a local drought emergency when the City of Woodlake is 

threatened or likely to be threatened by the conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and 

property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment, and 

facilities of this City; and  

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8558(c) states that a “local emergency” means 

the duly proclaimed existence of conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property 

within the territorial limits of the City caused by the drought; and  

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Woodlake declared a drought emergency in the City of 

Woodlake on the 26th of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45; and  

WHEREAS, on January 17, 2014, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a state of 

emergency in the State of California due to current drought conditions in the state and said state of 

emergency remains in effect; and  

WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation acknowledged that the State of California is 

experiencing record dry conditions that have persisted since 2012, with 2014 projected to become 

the driest year on record; and  

WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation called upon local water suppliers and municipalities to 

implement water shortage contingency plans immediately in order to avoid or forestall outright 

restrictions that could become necessary later in the drought season; and  

WHEREAS, the current drought has negatively impacted local business, especially agricultural 

based business, of which City residents largely depend on; and  

WHEREAS, the City has implemented Stage 4 of its water conservation regulations, which restricts 

water use in the city; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake depends on ground water to provide potable water to its 

residents; and,  

WHEREAS, the City’s domestic wells have seen a consistent drop in groundwater levels, requiring 

that wells be updated and replaced, causing an economic burden on the City; and  

WHEREAS, persistent drought conditions have negatively impacted and continue to threaten the 

City’s economy; and  

WHEREAS, conditions of drought exacerbate already perilous fire conditions in the City; and  

WHEREAS, these conditions are likely to be beyond the services, equipment, personnel and fiscal 

resources of the City of Woodlake.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED by the City Council of the 

City of Woodlake that for reasons set forth herein, emergency expenditures may take place in order 

to safeguard the health of City residents by the construction of a new City well; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in case of an emergency the Public Contract Code section 

20168 allows for the legislative body to pass a resolution by at least a four-fifths vote of its 

members declaring that the public interest and necessity demand the immediate expenditure of 

public money to safeguard life, health, or property allowing the City to forego competitive 

solicitations for bids, as the action is necessary to respond to the emergency; and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that on the 26th day of May 2015 by Resolution NO. 15-46 the 

Council approved an exemption pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and 

State CEQA Guidelines relating to the environmental evaluation of the City of Woodlake Water 

Well Project. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that on the 22nd day of June 2015 by Resolution NO. 15-59 the 

Council approved emergency expenditures for the development and implementation of the City of 

Woodlake Well Project.   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that water suppliers and municipalities in the City of Woodlake 

heed the Governor’s request to implement water shortage contingency plans immediately in order to 

avoid or forestall outright restrictions that could become necessary later in the drought season.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all city water associates, power companies, other involved 

agencies, utilities, and individuals do whatever they can to equitably allocate the available water to 

mitigate to the extent possible the hardships resulting from the lack of water during this extended 

drought period of recovery.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of 

this local drought emergency the powers, functions, and duties of the emergency organization of this 

City shall be those prescribed by state law, ordinances, and resolutions existing and passed in 

conjunction with this emergency, and that this emergency shall be deemed to continue to exist until 

the City Council of the City of Woodlake, State of California, proclaims its termination. Further, it 

is directed that this emergency proclamation be forwarded to the Director of the Governor’s Office 

of Emergency Services and the Governor of the State of California.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that the City Council of the 

City of Woodlake hereby authorizes the undertaking of all extraordinary police and planning powers 

in response to this local drought emergency including but not limited to the ability to modify, 

amend, or issue planning codes, building or safety codes, environmental health codes, and such 

other codes, orders, and regulations as determined necessary for the duration of the emergency.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that public employees, 

officers, and governing bodies within the City are hereby granted full immunity to the extent 

allowed by law for actions undertaken in compliance with this emergency action.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that this City Council will 

review the need for continuing emergency expenditures at every regularly scheduled meeting 

hereafter until the drought emergency is terminated or no further emergency expenditures are 

necessary. [Note: Public Contract Code section 22050(c) requires the governing board to review the 

emergency expenditures at every regularly scheduled meeting until the governing body terminates 

the emergency expenditure or emergency no longer exists.] DECLARED this 27th day of 

November 2017.  

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember ________, and seconded 

by Councilmember _________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held 

on November 27, 2017. 

 

 AYES:  

 NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:       ____________________ 

        Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________ 

Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 

AGENDA ITEM IV-E  

November 27, 2017 

Prepared by Irene Zacarias, City Staff   
 

SUBJECT: 

 

Information: Proclamation Recognizing January 21-27, 2018 as School Choice Week 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

National School Choice Week is entirely nonpolitical and nonpartisan.  The goal is simply to raise 

awareness, among parents, of the public and nonpublic K-12 education options available to their 

children. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

School Choice Week is celebrated across the country by millions of students, parents, educators, 

schools and organizations to raise awareness of the need for effective educational options.  

Educational variety not only helps to diversify our economy, but also enhances the vibrancy of our 

community and access to the highest-quality education possible. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

City staff recommends that Council accept the proclamation. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

None 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

1. City of Woodlake Railroad Safety Proclamation 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE 

CITY OF WOODLAKE 

RECOGNIZING JANUARY 21-27, 2018 AS SCHOOL CHOICE 

WEEK 
 

. WHEREAS, all the children in the City of Woodlake should have 

access to the highest-quality education possible and, 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake recognizes the important role that 

an effective education plays in preparing all students in City of Woodlake 
to be successful adults and, 

 
WHEREAS, the quality education is critically important to the 

economic vitality of City of Woodlake and,  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake is home to a multitude of high 

quality public and nonpublic schools from which parents can choose 

for their children, in addition to families who educate their children in 

the home, 

 
WHEREAS, educational variety not only helps to diversify our 

economy, but also enhances the vibrancy of our community and, 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake has many high-quality 

teaching professionals in all types of school settings who are 

committed to educating our children and 

 

WHEREAS, School Choice Week is celebrated across the 

country by millions of students, parents, educators, schools and 

organizations to raise awareness of the need for effective educational 

options,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we, the City Council of 

the City of Woodlake, California do herby proclaim: January 21-27, 

2018 as City of Woodlake School Choice Week, and I call this observation 

to be attention of all our citizens. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hands this 27th 

day of November 2017 

 

Dated: November 27, 2017 
 

__________________________     ______________________________ 

Rudy Mendoza, Mayor        Frances Ortiz, Vice-Mayor 
 
 
____________________________________     ____________________________________ 

Jose L. Martinez, Councilmember         Gregorio Gonzalez Jr., Councilmember 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 

      Louie Lopez, Councilmember 
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City of Woodlake 
 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV-F  

November 27, 2017 

Prepared by Irene Zacarias, City Staff  

 

SUBJECT: 

 

Action: Adoption of Resolution: Canvassing Results of the Special Election Held in the City of 

Woodlake on November 7, 2017 and Certifying and Declaring the Results Thereof. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

Upon the completion and certification of the election results by the County Registrar of Voters, a 

one percent transaction and use tax and a tax on cannabis businesses was approved by the voters 

of the City of Woodlake. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

The Special Election was held in the City of Woodlake on Tuesday, November 7, 2017 for the 

purpose of approval of one percent transaction and use tax and a tax on cannabis businesses. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

Staff recommends that the City accept the canvassed results of the Special Election and certify 

and declare the results. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

There is no fiscal impact. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:    

 

1. Resolution:  Canvassing Results of the Special Election Held in the City of Woodlake on 

November 7, 2017 and Certifying and Declaring the Results Thereof. 

2. Certified Election Results 
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

In the matter of: 

 
CANVASSING RESULTS OF THE SPECIAL          ) Resolution No. 

  ELECTION HELD IN THECITY OF WOODLAKE         ) 

 ON NOVEMBER 7, 2017                                                    ) 

AND CERTIFYING AND DECLARING THE                  ) 

RESULTS THEREOF                                                         )                                                     

 
 

Councilmember __________, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. Canvassing 

the results of the Special Election held in the City of Woodlake on November 7, 2017 and 

certifying and declaring the results thereof and approving a one percent transaction and use tax and 

a tax on cannabis businesses.  

 

WHEREAS, a Special Election was held in the City of Woodlake, County of Tulare, State of 

California on Tuesday, the 7th of November 2017 for the purpose of approval of a one percent 

transaction and use tax and a tax on cannabis businesses;  and 

 
WHEREAS, when a City seeks voter approval of a new sales tax, Article XIIIC § 2(b) of the 
California Constitution requires the election to be consolidated with the general municipal 
election for City council members, except in cases in which a City Council has unanimously 
declared that there is a fiscal emergency; 

 
WHEREAS, the County Clerk of the County of Tulare in conducting said election established one 

(1) polling place and designated the as Precinct 407002 and said County Clerk appointed a Board of 

Election for the polling place and precinct and fixed the compensation of the respectable members 

of the Board of Election; and 

 
WHEREAS, it appears that said election was held and conducted in accordance with all laws 

pertaining to general municipal elections and it appears that the votes cast that have been tabulated, 

received and canvassed by the board of Election and the returns thereof made to the City Clerk of 

the City of Woodlake in time, form and manner required by law; and 

 
WHEREAS, the 2017 Special Election was held on Tuesday, November 7, 2017; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Woodlake has met on the 27th day of November 2017 

for the purpose of further canvassing the votes cast and declaring and certifying the results of said 

election; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Woodlake does hereby find and determine that the 

votes cast at said election on each matter submitted to the electorate of the City of Woodlake are as 

follow: 
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Measure R  TOTAL VOTES 
 

Yes 293 

No 163 

  

Measure S TOTAL VOTES 
 

Yes 308 

No 146 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, DETERMINED AND DECLARED by the City Council 

of the City of Woodlake that the results of the Special Election held in the City of Woodlake on 

Tuesday, the 7th day of November 2017 are accepted as attached.  

 
The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember _______, and seconded by 

Councilmember ________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held on 

November 27, 2017. 

 

 AYES: 

 NOES: 

 ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:  

      __________________________ 

      Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________ 

Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 

 

AGENDA ITEM V-A  
November 27, 2017 

Prepared by Jason Waters, City Staff  

 

SUBJECT: 

 

Action: Adoption of Resolutions:  Receive Public Comments, Waive 2nd  Reading, and adopt 

amendments to Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Operations and Chapter 17.28.04 Service Commercial 

Conditional Uses 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

The City is introducing amendments to the following ordinances: 
 

Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Operations – Add Service Commercial (CS) to 5.48.040 Cannabis 

Dispensaries Permitted Uses and Zoning and allow for cannabis Testing, Distribution, and 

Transportation to occur in Service Commercial Zones in 5.48.020 Cannabis Production Permitted 

Uses and Zoning.  

 

Chapter 17.28.04 Service Commercial Conditional Uses – Add cannabis dispensaries, cannabis 

distribution and cannabis testing facilities to the allowed conditional uses. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

The purpose of this public hearing is to give citizens an opportunity to make their comments known 

regarding the proposed amendments and/or additions to the ordinances listed above. The City is 

proposing to allow for cannabis dispensaries, distribution and testing within Service Commercial 

Zones.  

 

The planning commission has recommended approval to the City Council on the adoption of these 

two ordinances.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

City staff recommends that Council receive comments, waive 2nd Reading, and adopt amendments 

to Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Operations and Chapter 17.28.04 Service Commercial Conditional Uses 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Operations may generate an undetermined amount of revenue due to new 

cannabis businesses.  

 

ATTACHMENTS:    

 

1. Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Operations  

2. Chapter 17.28.04 Service Commercial Conditional Uses 
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3. Resolution: Receive Public Comments, Waive 2nd  Reading, and adopt amendments to 

Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Operations and Chapter 17.28.04 Service Commercial 

Conditional Uses 
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

In the matter of: 

 
RECEIVING PUBLIC COMMENTS, WAIVING )     

2nd  READING, AND ADOPT AMENDMENTS )           Resolution No. 

TO CHAPTER 5.48 AND CHAPTER 17.28.04 ) 

OF THE WOODLAKE MUNICIPAL CODE        ) 
 

Councilmember , offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. Receive Public 

Comments, Waive 1st Reading, and Set Second Reading date for amendments to Chapter 5.48 

Cannabis Operations and Chapter 17.28.04 Service Commercial Conditional Uses 

WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake wishes to amend the following ordinances: 

Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Operations 

Chapter 17.28.04 Service Commercial Conditional Uses 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake held a public hearing at the November 13, 2017 and November 27, 

2017 City Council meeting to receive comments regarding these ordinances; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE to receive Public 

Comments, Waive 2nd Reading, and adopt amendments to Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Operations and 

Chapter 17.28.04 Service Commercial Conditional Uses. 

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember , and seconded by 

Councilmember ., and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held on November 

27, 2017. 

 

 AYES:   

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:  

      ____________________ 

      Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________ 

Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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ORDINANCE NO. _____ 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 5.48  

ALLOWING CANNABIS BUSINESSES IN THE  

SERVICE COMMERCIAL ZONE 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. PURPOSE.  The provisions of this ordinance are intended in order to permit and 

regulate legal cannabis businesses in the City of Woodlake  

Section 2. CODE ENACTMENT.  Woodlake Municipal Code Chapter 5.48 Cannabis 

Businesses is amended and will read as follows: 

Chapter 5.48 

CANNABIS BUSINESSES 

 

5.48.020 Cannabis Production Permitted Uses and Zoning.  

 

Business Owners meeting the requirements of this section shall be allowed to conduct the following 

Commercial Cannabis activities in the I - Light Industrial district of the City: 

 

• Cultivation – Indoor or Mixed Light Only 

• Manufacturing. 

• Testing. 

• Distribution. 

 

Business Owners meeting the requirements of this section shall be allowed to conduct the following  

Commercial Cannabis activities in the CS – Service Commercial district of the City: 

 

• Testing. 

• Distribution. 

 

The Commercial Cannabis Operations shall at all times be in compliance with this section as it may 

be amended from time to time or repealed and replaced by another section governing the 

Commercial Cannabis Operations. 

 

5.48.040 Cannabis Dispensaries Permitted Uses and Zoning.  

 

A. Business Owners meeting the requirements of this section shall be allowed to conduct Cannabis 

Dispensary Operations in the CC-Central Commercial, CS – Service Commercial, or CN – 

Neighborhood Commercial zone districts of the City: The Cannabis Dispensary Operation shall 

at all times be in compliance with this section as it may be amended from time to time or 

repealed and replaced by another section governing the Cannabis Dispensary operation. 

 

 

Section 3.  CEQA REVIEW. The City Council hereby finds that this ordinance is not subject to 

review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 

section 15061(b)(3) [there is no possibility the activity in question may have a significant 
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affirmative effect on the environment]. In addition to the foregoing general exemption, the City 

Council further finds that the ordinance is categorically exempt from review under CEQA under the 

Class 8 categorical exemption [regulatory activity to assure the protection of the environment]. The 

City Manager is hereby directed to ensure that a Notice of Exemption is filed pursuant to CEQA 

Guidelines section 15062 [14 C.C.R. § 15062]. 

Section 4. NO LIABILITY.  The provisions of this ordinance shall not in any way be construed as 

imposing any duty of care, liability or responsibility for damage to person or property upon the City 

of Woodlake, or any official, employee or agent thereof. 

Section 5. PENDING ACTIONS.  Nothing in this ordinance or in the codes hereby adopted shall be 

construed to affect any suit or proceeding pending or impending in any court, or any rights 

acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action acquired or existing, under any act or 

ordinance or code repealed by this ordinance, nor shall any just or legal right or remedy of any 

character be lost, impaired or affected by this ordinance.  

Section 6. SEVERABILITY.  If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or 

phrase of this ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, is for any reason held to 

be invalid or unenforceable, such invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect the validity or 

enforceability of the remaining sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or 

phrases of this ordinance, or its application to any other person or circumstance. The City Council 

of the City of Woodlake hereby declares that it would have adopted each section, subsection, 

subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or 

more other sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases hereof be 

declared invalid or unenforceable. 

Section 7. CONSTRUCTION.  The City Council intends this ordinance to supplement, not to 

duplicate or contradict, applicable state and federal law and this ordinance shall be construed in 

light of that intent. To the extent the provisions of the Woodlake Municipal Code as amended by 

this ordinance are substantially the same as provisions in the Woodlake Municipal Code existing 

prior to the effectiveness of this ordinance, then those amended provisions shall be construed as 

continuations of the earlier provisions and not as new enactments. 

Section 8.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  The foregoing ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days from 

the date of the passage hereof. Prior to the expiration of fifteen (15) days from the enactment hereof 

a certified copy of this ordinance shall be posted in the office of the City Clerk pursuant to 

Government Code section 36933(c)(1) and a summary shall be published once in the Foothills Sun-
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Gazette, a newspaper printed and published in the City of Woodlake, State of California, together 

with the names of the Council members voting for and against the same. 

THE FOREGOING ORDINANCE was passed and adopted by the City Council of the City of 

Woodlake, State of California, on November 27, 2017 at a regular meeting of said Council duly and 

regularly convened on said day by the following vote:  

AYES:  

NOES:  

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:  

  

 

 

 Rudy Mendoza 

 Mayor, City of Woodlake 

   

  

ATTEST:  

 Irene Zacarias 

 City Clerk 
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ORDINANCE NO.  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 17 OF THE 

WOODLAKE MUNICIPAL CODE ALLOWING CANNABIS 

DISPENSARIES AND BUSINESSES IN SERVICE 

COMMERCIAL ZONES IN WOODLAKE WITH A 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 

 THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES ORDAIN AS 

FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. PURPOSE.  The provisions of this ordinance are intended in order to 

amend the Woodlake Municipal Code to allow for cannabis related business within Woodlake 

City Limits within Service Commercial zones with a Conditional Use Permit.  

Section 2. CODE ENACTMENT. Within Title 17 of the Woodlake Municipal Code 

is hereby enacted to read in its entirety as follows: 

Chapter 17.22.04 within Title 17 of the Woodlake Municipal Code is hereby enacted to read in 

its entirety as follows: 

17.28.04 – Conditional Uses 

 

A. Public buildings and grounds; 

B. Churches and other religious institutions; 

C. Single-family dwellings; provided that such dwellings are for the exclusive use of 

the person or persons owning or operating the commercial use on the same site; and 

further provided, that each site so used shall be subject to the use, site area, coverage 

and yard requirements of the RM-2 district; 

D. Single-family dwellings; provided, that the dwelling is a reconstruction or an 

addition to an existing dwellings;  

E. Cannabis dispensaries, testing and distribution; and  

F. Other uses that are added to this list by the planning director consistent with Chapter 

17.02. (Ord. No. 579, § 1, 4-25-2011) 
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Section 3.  CEQA REVIEW. The City Council hereby finds that this ordinance is not 

subject to review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA 

Guidelines section 15061(b)(3) [there is no possibility the activity in question may have a 

significant affirmative effect on the environment]. In addition to the foregoing general 

exemption, the City Council further finds that the ordinance is categorically exempt from review 

under CEQA under the Class 8 categorical exemption [regulatory activity to assure the 

protection of the environment]. The City Manager is hereby directed to ensure that a Notice of 

Exemption is filed pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15062 [14 C.C.R. § 15062]. 

Section 4. NO LIABILITY.  The provisions of this ordinance shall not in any way be 

construed as imposing any duty of care, liability or responsibility for damage to person or 

property upon the City of Woodlake, or any official, employee or agent thereof. 

Section 5. PENDING ACTIONS.  Nothing in this ordinance or in the codes hereby 

adopted shall be construed to affect any suit or proceeding pending or impending in any court, or 

any rights acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action acquired or existing, 

under any act or ordinance or code repealed by this ordinance, nor shall any just or legal right or 

remedy of any character be lost, impaired or affected by this ordinance.  

Section 6. SEVERABILITY.  If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, 

sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, is 

for any reason held to be invalid or unenforceable, such invalidity or unenforceability shall not 

affect the validity or enforceability of the remaining sections, subsections, subdivisions, 

paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases of this ordinance, or its application to any other person 

or circumstance. The City Council of the City of Woodlake hereby declares that it would have 

adopted each section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase hereof, 

irrespective of the fact that any one or more other sections, subsections, subdivisions, 

paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases hereof be declared invalid or unenforceable. 

Section 7. CONSTRUCTION.  The City Council intends this ordinance to 

supplement, not to duplicate or contradict, applicable state and federal law and this ordinance 

shall be construed in light of that intent. To the extent the provisions of the Woodlake Municipal 

Code as amended by this ordinance are substantially the same as provisions in the Woodlake 

Municipal Code existing prior to the effectiveness of this ordinance, then those amended 
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provisions shall be construed as continuations of the earlier provisions and not as new 

enactments. 

Section 8.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  The foregoing ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) 

days from the date of the passage hereof. Prior to the expiration of fifteen (15) days from the 

enactment hereof a certified copy of this ordinance shall be posted in the office of the City Clerk 

pursuant to Government Code section 36933(c)(1) and a summary shall be published once in the 

Sun Gazette, a newspaper printed and published in the City of Woodlake, State of California, 

together with the names of the Council members voting for and against the same. 

THE FOREGOING ORDINANCE was passed and adopted by the City Council of the City of 

Woodlake, State of California, on ________at a regular meeting of said Council duly and 

regularly convened on said day by the following vote: 

 AYES:  

NOES:  

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:  

  

 

 

 Rudy Mendoza 

 Mayor, City of Woodlake 

   

  

ATTEST:  

 Irene Zacarias 

 City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 

 

AGENDA ITEM V-B  
November 27, 2017 

Prepared by Jason Waters, City Staff  

 

SUBJECT: 

 

Action: Adoption of Resolutions: Issue a Regulatory Permit to Green Bean Pharm and CCW 

LLC to Conduct Retail Cannabis Operations Within the City of Woodlake 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

City Council adopted cannabis business regulations on August 14, 2017, authorizing cannabis 

businesses to locate within the City of Woodlake. A Regulatory Permit is required for any cannabis 

business within city limits.  

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

The City of Woodlake issued a request for proposals for cannabis retailers (dispensaries) within 

Woodlake city limits. City regulations allow for two dispensaries within the city. The application was 

placed on the City’s website and posted in the City Hall lobby.  

 

The City received dozens of inquiries and requests to operate a dispensary within the city limits. 

Ultimately, the City received two qualified, completed applicants for dispensaries within the city. The 

two applicants were: 

 

1. Green Bean Pharm 

2. CCW LLC 

 

Phase I 

After receiving the applications, the applicants underwent an extensive review process. First, each 

team’s owners went through a DOJ and FBI background check. Both applicants passed the 

background check. 

 

Phase II 

Following the background check the City reviewed each company’s application packet. The packets 

included the following items: 

 

1. Business Plan Summary and Budget  

A description of the day-to-day operations of the facility, including a description of the cannabis-

related products and/or services being sold, as well as any additional accessory services or related 

facilities. 

 

A business plan for the proposed facility, a detailed list of all cannabis operations proposed to occur 

on the premises and their processes including but not limited to standard operating procedures, 

number of employees, training program, inventory and quality control procedures, lists of both 

recreational and medicinal products anticipated to be available, waste management plan, 

transportation and distribution of product processes, delivery processes, testing, quality control 
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practices and procedures, visitor and vendor protocols (logs, non-disclosures, etc.), and the track and 

trace procedures and policies. 

 

2. Site Location and Development Proposal  

Identify and describe the location in which the retail facility will be located by providing 

the following information: 

• Address, Assessor’s Parcel Number, Site Area and Dimensions; 

• Proof of ability to lease/purchase property (Property Owner Affidavit) 

 

A conceptual layout of the sites intended development including but not limited to, all proposed uses, 

building floor area, number of stories, parking, ingress/egress, elevations (if available), and floor plan.  

 

3. Proof of Capitalization  

Proof demonstrating sufficient capital is in place to pay startup costs and at least three months of 

operating costs.  

 

4. Management Team 

An organizational chart with name and role of each known member of the management team 

including roles that are known but unfilled should also be included. Resumes for each member of the 

management team. A discussion of the experience of the management team. 

 

The applications include information concerning any special business or professional qualifications 

or licenses of the management team that would add to the number or quality of services that the facility 

would provide, especially in areas related to medicinal cannabis, such as scientific or health care 

fields. 

 

5. Summary of Security Plan 

Applicants shall describe their approach to operational security including but not limited to: 

• General security policies. 

• Employee-specific policies and training. 

• Discussion of transactional security. 

 

The City organized a scoring committee to fully review each application. The scoring committee 

consisted of two City of Woodlake employees, a police department employee, a fire department 

employee, and an employee from TCAG who had previous experience reviewing cannabis projects 

in Colorado. Both applicants scored highly enough to move on to the third phase of the review 

process.  

 

Phase III 

The third phase of the application process was a face-to-face interview with each company to 

determine their commitment to the City, knowledge of state law, and willingness to meet all City 

requirements. 

 

The City established an interview committee to meet with each company and both companies showed 

sufficient competency and willingness to work with the City.  

 

Applicant 1: Green Bean Pharm 

Green Bean has operated a medical cannabis business in Tulare County since 2013. The applicants 

identified a dispensary location at the Lumber Mill property located at 515 W. Naranjo Blvd.  
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Green Bean estimates they will need 13-16 retail employees. Green Bean has indicated that they plan 

on operating 7 days a week at an average of 9 hours per day.  

 

Green Bean had an average score of 89.6 for their Phase II application. 

 

Applicant 2: CCW LLC  

CCW LLC is a Limited Liability Company that also owns an established medical cannabis dispensary 

in Santa Cruz County, California. The applicants have identified a location at 132 N. Valencia Blvd.  

 

CCW LLC estimates they will need 5-6 retail employees. CCW LLC has indicated they plan on 

operating 7 days a week for 9-10 hours.  

 

CCW LLC had an average score of 87.4 for their Phase II application. 

 

Next Steps 

The regulatory license authorizes these companies to operate cannabis retail dispensaries once they 

have an approved Conditional Use Permit, Certificate of Occupancy issued by the building 

department, Woodlake Business License, and have a license from the State of California.  

 

At this time neither applicant has completed the Conditional Use Permit process, Business License 

process, State licensing process, or has received a Certificate of Occupancy. Staff expects that these 

items will take a number of months before completed.   

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

City staff recommends that Council issue regulatory permits to Green Bean Pharm and CCW LLC.  

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

The retailers may generate an undetermined amount of tax revenue due to the cannabis 

businesses tax.  

 

ATTACHMENTS:    

 

1. Resolution: Issue Regulatory Permit to Green Bean Pharm 

2. Resolution: Issue Regulatory Permit to CCW LLC 
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

In the matter of: 

 
ISSUING A REGULATORY PERMIT TO )     

GREEN BEAN PHARM TO CONDUCT )           Resolution No. 

RETAIL CANNABIS OPERATIONS WITHIN ) 

THE CITY OF WOODLAKE ) 
 

Councilmember , offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. Issue a Regulatory Permit 

to Green Bean Pharm to Conduct Retail Cannabis Operations Within the City of Woodlake 

WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake allows for commercial cannabis retailers within Woodlake City 

Limits; and  

WHEREAS, Green Bean Pharm completed the application process and met City regulations for a 

cannabis Regulatory Permit; and,  

 

WHEREAS, all cannabis businesses in Woodlake require a Regulatory Permit, Conditional Use 

Permit, Certificate of Occupancy, Business License, and authorization from the State of California 

prior to operating; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE issue a cannabis Regulatory 

Permit to Green Bean Pham to conduct retail cannabis operations within the City of Woodlake.  

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember , and seconded by 

Councilmember ., and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held on November 

27, 2017. 

 

 AYES:   

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:  

      ____________________ 

      Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________ 

Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

In the matter of: 

 
ISSUING A REGULATORY PERMIT TO )     

CCW LLC TO CONDUCT )           Resolution No. 

RETAIL CANNABIS OPERATIONS WITHIN ) 

THE CITY OF WOODLAKE ) 
 

Councilmember , offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. Issue a Regulatory Permit 

to CCW LLC to Conduct Retail Cannabis Operations Within the City of Woodlake 

WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake allows for commercial cannabis retailers within Woodlake City 

Limits; and  

WHEREAS, CCW LLC completed the application process and met City regulations for a cannabis 

Regulatory Permit; and,  

 

WHEREAS, all cannabis businesses in Woodlake require a Regulatory Permit, Conditional Use 

Permit, Certificate of Occupancy, Business License, and authorization from the State of California 

prior to operating; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE issue a cannabis Regulatory 

Permit to CCW LLC to conduct retail cannabis operations within the City of Woodlake.  

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember , and seconded by 

Councilmember ., and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held on November 

27, 2017. 

 

 AYES:   

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:  

      ____________________ 

      Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________ 

Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM V-C  
November 27, 2017 

Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff  

 

SUBJECT: 

 

1. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Authorize the City Administrator to Execute Agreements 

with the California Department of Tax and Fee Administration for Implementation of a Local 

Transaction and Use Tax 

2. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Authorize the Examination of Transactions (Sales) and Use 

Taxes 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

The City of Woodlake City Council instructed staff to consider the potential of placing a local 

sales tax measure on the November 7, 2017 ballot.  As part of the process, Council requested the 

creation of a Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CAC) that would represent the community at large 

and give feedback to Council about potential projects, policies and procedures.  As part of 

outreach efforts, staff engaged the public by putting a survey together with general questions 

about sales taxes in the City of Woodlake.  The City received nearly two hundred survey 

responses.  

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

At the July 24, 2017 City Council meeting, after multiple public hearings and public outreach, 

Council voted unanimously to put a 1 percent sales tax measure on the November 7, 2017 ballot.  

If the measure, known as Measure R passes, the revenues will be used to improve quality of life; 

parks and recreation programs; neighborhood police patrols; gang prevention programs; street 

maintenance; lighting, landscaping, and trails; and other essential services.  The tax will undergo 

independent audits and have a citizens’ oversight committee. Council’s goal is to improve parks 

and recreation and public safety with the tax revenue increase.  

 

The election for Measure R (1% sales tax measure) was held on November 7, 2017.  The 

measure passed with approximately 64% of the vote.  The City will enter into two agreements 

with the California Department of Tax and Fee Administration for the preparation and 

administration of the tax.  The agreements are attached for review. 

 

Council will also authorize the City Administrator to execute all necessary agreements, forms, or 

documents necessary for the execution of Measure R.   
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

Staff recommends that Council approve the attached resolutions and authorize the City 

Administrator to execute all necessary agreements, forms, or documents necessary for the 

execution of Measure R.  

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

The Sales Tax Measure is projected to create $430,000 annually in revenues.  

 

ATTACHMENTS:    

 

1. Resolution: Authorize the City Administrator to Execute Agreements with the California 

Department of Tax and Fee Administration for Implementation of a Local Transaction 

and Use Tax 

2. Resolution: Authorize the Examination of Transactions (Sales) and Use Taxes 

3. Attachment No. 1 – Agreement for Preparation to Administer and Operate City’s 

Transactions and Use Tax Ordinance 

4. Attachment No. 2 – Agreement for State Administration of City Transaction and Use 

Taxes 
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

In the matter of: 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR            )  Resolution No.  

TO EXECUTE AGREEMENTS WITH THE CALIFONIA                       ) 

DEPARTMENT OF TAX AND FEE ADMINISTRATION FOR              )   

IMPLEMENTATION OF A LOCAL TRANSACTION AND USE TAX  ) 

                          

Councilmember _______, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. Authorize the 

City Administrator to execute agreements with the California Department of Tax and Fee 

Administration for implementation of a Local Transaction and Use Tax. 

 

WHEREAS, on July 24, 2017 the City Council approved Ordinance No. 609 amending the City 

Municipal Code and providing for a local transactions and use tax; and 

 

WHEREAS, the California Department of Tax and Fee Administration (Department) administers 

and collects the transactions and use taxes for all applicable jurisdictions within the state; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Department will be responsible to administer and collect the transactions and use 

tax for the City; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Department requires that the City enter into a “Preparatory Agreement” and an 

“Administration Agreement” prior to implementation of said taxes, and  

 

Whereas, the Department requires that the City Council authorize the agreements; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Woodlake that the 

“Preparatory Agreement” attached as Exhibit A and the “Administrative Agreement” attached as 

Exhibit B are hereby approved and the City Administrator is hereby authorized to execute each 

agreement. 

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember ________, and seconded 

by Councilmember _________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held 

on November 27, 2017. 

 

 AYES:   

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:  

       _____________________ 

       Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________ 

Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

In the matter of: 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXAMINATION            )  Resolution No.  

OF TRANSACTIONS (SALES) AND USE TAX RECORDS    ) 

                          

Councilmember _______, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. Authorize the 

Examination of Transactions (Sales) and Use Taxes. 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. 609 of the City of Woodlake hereinafter called District and 

Section 7270 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, the District entered into a contract with the State 

Board of Equalization to perform all functions incident to the administration and operation of the 

Transactions and Use Tax Ordinance; and 

 

WHEREAS, the District deems it desirable and necessary for authorized representatives of the 

District to examine confidential transactions and use tax records of the State Board of Equalization 

pertaining to transactions and use taxes collected by the Board for the District pursuant to that 

contract; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 7056 of the Revenue and Taxation Code sets forth certain requirements and 

conditions for the disclosure of Board of Equalization records and establishes criminal penalties for 

the unlawful disclosure of information contained in or derived from, the transactions and use tax 

records of the Board; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE IT IS RESOLVED AND ORDERED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1.  That the City Administrator or other officer or employee of the District designated in  

writing by the City Administrator to the State Board of Equalization (hereafter referred to as  

Board) is hereby appointed to represent the District with authority to examine transactions and use 

tax records of the Board pertaining to transactions and use taxes collected for the District by the 

Board pursuant to the contract between the District and the Board.  The information obtained by 

examination of Board records shall be used only for purposes related to the collection of the 

District’s transactions and use taxes by the Board pursuant to the contract. 

 

The information obtained by examination of Board records shall be used only for those 

governmental functions of the District listed above. 

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember ________, and seconded 

by Councilmember _________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held 

on November 27, 2017. 

 

 AYES:   

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:  

       _____________________ 

       Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 
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ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________ 

Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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AGREEMENT FOR PREPARATION TO ADMINISTER AND OPERATE  

CITY'S TRANSACTIONS AND USE TAX ORDINANCE 

 

 

 In order to prepare to administer a transactions and use tax ordinance adopted in accordance 

with the provision of Part 1.6 (commencing with Section 7251) of Division 2 of the Revenue and 

Taxation Code, the City of Woodlake, hereinafter called City, and the CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT 

OF TAX AND FEE ADMINISTRATION, hereinafter called Department, do agree as follows: 

 

 1. The Department agrees to enter into work to prepare to administer and operate a 

transactions and use tax in conformity with Part 1.6 of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code 

which has been approved by a majority of the electors of the City and whose ordinance has been 

adopted by the City. 

 

 2. City agrees to pay to the Department at the times and in the amounts hereinafter specified 

all of the Department's costs for preparatory work necessary to administer the City's transactions and 

use tax ordinance.  The Department's costs for preparatory work include costs of developing 

procedures, programming for data processing, developing and adopting appropriate regulations, 

designing and printing forms, developing instructions for the Department's staff and for taxpayers, and 

other appropriate and necessary preparatory costs to administer a transactions and use tax ordinance.  

These costs shall include both direct and indirect costs as specified in Section 11256 of the 

Government Code. 

 

 3. Preparatory costs may be accounted for in a manner which conforms to the internal 

accounting and personnel records currently maintained by the Department.  The billings for costs may 

be presented in summary form.  Detailed records of preparatory costs will be retained for audit and 

verification by the City. 

 

 4. Any dispute as to the amount of preparatory costs incurred by the Department shall be 

referred to the State Director of Finance for resolution, and the Director's decision shall be final. 

 

 5. Preparatory costs incurred by the Department shall be billed by the Department periodically, 

with the final billing within a reasonable time after the operative date of the ordinance.  City shall pay 

to the Department the amount of such costs on or before the last day of the next succeeding month 

following the month when the billing is received. 

 

 6. The amount to be paid by City for the Department's preparatory costs shall not exceed one 

hundred seventy-five thousand dollars ($175,000) (Revenue and Taxation Code Section 7272.) 
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 7. Communications and notices may be sent by first class United States mail.  

Communications and notices to be sent to the Department shall be addressed to: 

 

   California Department of Tax and Fee Administration 

   P.O. Box 942879 MIC: 27 

   Sacramento, California  94279-0027 

    

   Attention:  Supervisor 

   Local Revenue Branch  

 

 Communications and notices to be sent to City shall be addressed to: 

 

      City of Woodlake  

      Attn: City Administrator 

      350 N. Valencia Blvd. 

      Woodlake, Ca. 93286 

 

 8. The date of this agreement is the date on which it is approved by the Department of General 

Services.  This agreement shall continue in effect until the preparatory work necessary to administer 

City's transactions and use tax ordinance has been completed and the Department has received all 

payments due from City under the terms of this agreement. 

 

 

 

CITY OF WOODLAKE  CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TAX  

  AND FEE ADMINISTRATION 

   

By   By   

 (Signature) Administrator 

 Local Revenue Branch 

Ramon Lara  

 (Typed Name) 

 

City Administrator  

 (Title) 

 

 

(Rev. 11/17) 
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AGREEMENT FOR STATE ADMINISTRATION  

OF CITY TRANSACTIONS AND USE TAXES 

 

 

 The City Council of the City of Woodlake has adopted, and the voters of the City of  

Woodlake (hereafter called “City” or “District”) have approved by the required majority vote, the City 

of Woodlake Transactions and Use Tax Ordinance (hereafter called “Ordinance”), a copy of which is 

attached hereto.  To carry out the provisions of Part 1.6 of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation 

Code and the Ordinance, the California State Department of Tax and Fee Administration, (hereinafter 

called the “Department”) and the City do agree as follows: 

 

ARTICLE I 

DEFINITIONS 

 

 Unless the context requires otherwise, wherever the following terms appear in the Agreement, 

they shall be interpreted to mean the following: 

 

 1. "District taxes" shall mean the transactions and use taxes, penalties, and interest imposed 

under an ordinance specifically authorized by Revenue and Taxation code Section 7285.9, and in 

compliance with Part 1.6, Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

 

 2. "City Ordinance" shall mean the City's Transactions and Use Tax Ordinance referred to 

above and attached hereto, Ordinance No. 609, as amended from time to time, or as deemed to be 

amended from time to time pursuant to Revenue and Taxation Code Section 7262.2. 

 

ARTICLE II 

ADMINISTRATION AND COLLECTION 

OF CITY TAXES 

 

 A. Administration.  The Department and City agree that the Department shall perform 

exclusively all functions incident to the administration and operation of the City Ordinance. 
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 B. Other Applicable Laws. City agrees that all provisions of law applicable to the 

administration and operation of the Department Sales and Use Tax Law which are not inconsistent with 

Part 1.6 of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code shall be applicable to the administration and 

operation of the City Ordinance.  City agrees that money collected pursuant to the City Ordinance may 

be deposited into the State Treasury to the credit of the Retail Sales Tax Fund and may be drawn from 

that Fund for any authorized purpose, including making refunds, compensating and reimbursing the 

Department pursuant to Article IV of this Agreement, and transmitting to City the amount to which 

City is entitled. 

 

 C. Transmittal of money.   

 

 1. For the period during which the tax is in effect, and except as otherwise provided herein, all 

district taxes collected under the provisions of the City Ordinance shall be transmitted to City 

periodically as promptly as feasible, but not less often than twice in each calendar quarter.   

 

 2. For periods subsequent to the expiration date of the tax whether by City’s self-imposed 

limits or by final judgment of any court of the State of California holding that City’s ordinance is 

invalid or void, all district taxes collected under the provisions of the City Ordinance shall be 

transmitted to City not less than once in each calendar quarter.   

 

 3. Transmittals may be made by mail or electronic funds transfer to an account of the City 

designated and authorized by the City.  A statement shall be furnished at least quarterly indicating the 

amounts withheld pursuant to Article IV of this Agreement. 

 

 D. Rules.  The Department shall prescribe and adopt such rules and regulations as in its 

judgment are necessary or desirable for the administration and operation of the City Ordinance and the 

distribution of the district taxes collected thereunder. 

 

 E. Preference.  Unless the payor instructs otherwise, and except as otherwise provided in this 

Agreement, the Department shall give no preference in applying money received for state sales and use 

taxes, state-administered local sales and use taxes, and district transactions and use taxes owed by a 

taxpayer, but shall apply moneys collected to the satisfaction of the claims of the State, cities, counties, 

cities and counties, redevelopment agencies, other districts, and City as their interests appear. 
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 F. Security.  The Department agrees that any security which it hereafter requires to be 

furnished by taxpayers under the State Sales and Use Tax Law will be upon such terms that it also will 

be available for the payment of the claims of City for district taxes owing to it as its interest appears.  

The Department shall not be required to change the terms of any security now held by it, and City shall 

not participate in any security now held by the Department. 

 

G. Records of the Department.   

 

 When requested by resolution of the legislative body of the City under section 7056 of the 

Revenue and Taxation Code, the Department agrees to permit authorized personnel of the City to 

examine the records of the Department, including the name, address, and account number of each seller 

holding a seller’s permit with a registered business location in the City, pertaining to the ascertainment 

of transactions and use taxes collected for the City.  Information obtained by the City from examination 

of the Department's records shall be used by the City only for purposes related to the collection of 

transactions and use taxes by the Department pursuant to this Agreement. 

 

 H. Annexation.  City agrees that the Department shall not be required to give effect to an 

annexation, for the purpose of collecting, allocating, and distributing District transactions and use 

taxes, earlier than the first day of the calendar quarter which commences not less than two months after 

notice to the Department.  The notice shall include the name of the county or counties annexed to the 

extended City boundary.  In the event the City shall annex an area, the boundaries of which are not 

coterminous with a county or counties, the notice shall include a description of the area annexed and 

two maps of the City showing the area annexed and the location address of the property nearest to the 

extended City boundary on each side of every street or road crossing the boundary. 

 

ARTICLE III 

ALLOCATION OF TAX 

 

 A. Allocation.  In the administration of the Department's contracts with all districts that 

impose transactions and use taxes imposed under ordinances, which comply with Part 1.6 of Division 2 

of the Revenue and Taxation Code: 
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  1. Any payment not identified as being in payment of liability owing to a designated 

district or districts may be apportioned among the districts as their interest appear, or, in the discretion 

of the Department, to all districts with which the Department has contracted using ratios reflected by 

the distribution of district taxes collected from all taxpayers. 

 

  2. All district taxes collected as a result of determinations or billings made by the 

Department, and all amounts refunded or credited may be distributed or charged to the respective 

districts in the same ratio as the taxpayer's self-declared district taxes for the period for which the 

determination, billing, refund or credit applies. 

 

 B. Vehicles, Vessels, and Aircraft.  For the purpose of allocating use tax with respect to 

vehicles, vessels, or aircraft, the address of the registered owner appearing on the application for 

registration or on the certificate of ownership may be used by the Department in determining the place 

of use. 

 

ARTICLE IV 

COMPENSATION 

 

 The City agrees to pay to the Department as the State's cost of administering the City Ordinance 

such amount as is provided for by law.  Such amounts shall be deducted from the taxes collected by the 

Department for the City. 

 

ARTICLE V 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

 

 A. Communications.  Communications and notices may be sent by first class United States 

mail to the addresses listed below, or to such other addresses as the parties may from time to time 

designate.  A notification is complete when deposited in the mail.   
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 Communications and notices to be sent to the Department shall be addressed to: 

 

   California State Department of Tax and Fee Administration 

   P.O. Box 942879 

   Sacramento, California  94279-0027 

 

   Attention:  Administrator 

   Local Revenue Branch 

 

 Communications and notices to be sent to the City shall be addressed to: 

 

   City of Woodlake 

   Attn: City Administrator 

   350 N. Valencia Blvd. 

   Woodlake, Ca. 93286 

 

 Unless otherwise directed, transmittals of payment of District transactions and use taxes 

will be sent to the address above. 

 

 B. Term.  The date of this Agreement is the date on which it is approved by the Department of 

General Services.  The Agreement shall take effect on April 1, 2018.  This Agreement shall continue 

until December 31 next following the expiration date of the City Ordinance, and shall thereafter be 

renewed automatically from year to year until the Department completes all work necessary to the 

administration of the City Ordinance and has received and disbursed all payments due under that 

Ordinance. 

 

 C. Notice of Repeal of Ordinance.  City shall give the Department written notice of the repeal 

of the City Ordinance not less than 110 days prior to the operative date of the repeal. 
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ARTICLE VI 

ADMINISTRATION OF TAXES IF THE  

ORDINANCE IS CHALLENGED AS BEING INVALID 

 

 A. Impoundment of funds. 

 

  1. When a legal action is begun challenging the validity of the imposition of the tax, the 

City shall deposit in an interest-bearing escrow account, any proceeds transmitted to it under  

Article II. C., until a court of competent jurisdiction renders a final and non-appealable judgment that 

the tax is valid. 

 

  2. If the tax is determined to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, the City shall 

transmit to the Department the moneys retained in escrow, including any accumulated interest, within 

ten days of the judgment of the trial court in the litigation awarding costs and fees becoming final and 

non-appealable. 

 

 B. Costs of administration.  Should a final judgment be entered in any court of the State of 

California, holding that City's Ordinance is invalid or void, and requiring a rebate or refund to 

taxpayers of any taxes collected under the terms of this Agreement, the parties mutually agree that: 

 

  1. Department may retain all payments made by City to Department to prepare to 

administer the City Ordinance. 

 

  2. City will pay to Department and allow Department to retain Department's cost of 

administering the City Ordinance in the amounts set forth in Article IV of this Agreement. 

 

  3. City will pay to Department or to the State of California the amount of any taxes plus 

interest and penalties, if any, that Department or the State of California may be required to rebate or 

refund to taxpayers. 
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  4. City will pay to Department its costs for rebating or refunding such taxes, interest, or 

penalties.  Department's costs shall include its additional cost for developing procedures for processing 

the rebates or refunds, its costs of actually making these refunds, designing and printing forms, and 

developing instructions for Department's staff for use in making these rebates or refunds and any other 

costs incurred by Department which are reasonably appropriate or necessary to make those rebates or 

refunds.  These costs shall include Department's direct and indirect costs as specified by Section 11256 

of the Government Code. 

 

  5. Costs may be accounted for in a manner, which conforms to the internal accounting, and 

personnel records currently maintained by the Department.  The billings for such costs may be 

presented in summary form.  Detailed records will be retained for audit and verification by City. 

 

  6. Any dispute as to the amount of costs incurred by Department in refunding taxes shall 

be referred to the State Director of Finance for resolution and the Director's decision shall be final. 

 

  7. Costs incurred by Department in connection with such refunds shall be billed by 

Department on or before the 25th day of the second month following the month in which the judgment 

of a court of the State of California holding City's Ordinance invalid or void becomes final.  Thereafter 

Department shall bill City on or before the 25th of each month for all costs incurred by Department for 

the preceding calendar month.  City shall pay to Department the amount of such costs on or before the 

last day of the succeeding month and shall pay to Department the total amount of taxes, interest, and 

penalties refunded or paid to taxpayers, together with Department costs incurred in making those 

refunds. 

 

CITY OF WOODLAKE  CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF  

    TAX AND FEE ADMINISTRATION 

 

By   By   

 (Signature) Administrator 

 Local Revenue Branch 

Ramon Lara  

 (Typed Name) 

 

City Administrator  

 (Title) 
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City of Woodlake 
 

AGENDA ITEM V-D 
November 27, 2017     

Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff 

 

SUBJECT: 

 

Action: Adoption of Resolution:  Approve the Partial Improvements for the Valencia 

Heights Subdivision 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

Self-Help Enterprises is constructing a 70-lot single family residential subdivision 

that will include a centrally located park; a half-acre pocket park/storm drainage 

retention pond; and a pedestrian access way.  The subdivision is designed using a 

grid pattern with streets running east/west and north/south.  Vehicular access is 

provided at two locations along Wutchumna Avenue; a pedestrian access point from 

Valencia Boulevard. 

 

At the January 11, 2016, City Council meeting by Resolution No. 16-02 Council 

approved the Final Subdivision Map for the Valencia Heights Subdivision.    

 

DISCUSSION: 

  

Contractors for Self-Help Enterprises have spent the last year installing the infrastructure 

improvements listed above.  City staff has reviewed the improvements and created a punch 

list for items that will need to be repaired or altered.  Overall, the contractors did quality 

work and City staff is satisfied with the infrastructure improvements that were completed. 

 

Before the City accepts all the improvements Caltrans will have to accept those 

improvements on Caltrans right-of-way, the punch list created by City staff will need to be 

completed and trees on Valencia Blvd. will need to be relocated. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

City Staff recommends that council approve the partial improvements for the Valencia 

Heights Subdivision.  The improvements meet City standards.  

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

There is no fiscal impact to the City of Woodlake. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

1. Resolution: Approve the Partial Improvements for the Valencia Heights Subdivision 
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

In the matter of: 

 

APPROVE THE PARTIAL IMPROVEMENTS      )  Resolution No. 

FOR THE VALENCIA HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION )    

 

Councilmember _______, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. 

Approve the partial improvements for the Valencia Heights Subdivision. 

 

WHEREAS, at the January 11, 2016, City Council meeting by Resolution No. 16-02 

Council approved the Final Subdivision Map for the Valencia Heights Subdivision, and 

 

WHEREAS, the APN for the subject property is APN No. 061-020-034, containing 14.48 

acres, and 

   

WHEREAS, the subject property is inside the city limits of Woodlake and will be served 

by city services and infrastructure, and 

 

WHEREAS, the 70-lot single family residential subdivision includes a centrally located 

park; a half-acre pocket park/storm drainage retention pond; and a pedestrian access way, 

and 

 

WHEREAS, overall, the contractors did quality work and City staff is satisfied with the 

infrastructure improvements and will approve the final improvements that were 

completed when Caltrans accepts those improvements on Caltrans right-of-way, the 

punch list created by City staff is completed and trees on Valencia Blvd. are relocated 

   

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE to approve the 

partial improvements for the Valencia Heights Subdivision. 

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember __________, 

and seconded by Councilmember ____________, and carried by the following vote at the 

City Council meeting held on November 27, 2017. 

 

 AYES:   

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:      ___________________ 

        Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST:  __________________ 

   Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 

AGENDA ITEM V-E 
November 27, 2017     

Prepared by Jason Waters, City Staff 

 

SUBJECT: 

 

Action: Adoption of Resolution:  Authorize the City Manager to Sign a Financial 

Assistance Application for a Financing Agreement from the State Water Resources Control 

Board for the Planning, Design and Construction of the Woodlake Sewer Improvements 

Project 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

Grants and financing are available from the State Water Resources Control Board for 

wastewater projects. The City wishes to apply for grant funding to repair a number of sewer 

lines within the city.  

     

DISCUSSION: 

  

The State Water Resources Control Board has funding available for small cities to repair 

wastewater facilities. The City would like to submit an application for $5,500,000 in grant 

funding to repair city sewer lines. 

 

The attached resolution would authorize the City Manager to apply for that grant.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

City Staff recommends that council authorize the City Manager to sign a Financial 

Assistance Application for a financing agreement from the State Water Resources Control 

Board for the planning, design and construction of the Woodlake Sewer Improvements 

Project. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

There is no fiscal impact to the City of Woodlake. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

1. Resolution: Authorize the City Manager to sign a Financial Assistance Application 

for a financing agreement from the State Water Resources Control Board for the 

planning, design and construction of the Woodlake Sewer Improvements Project 

 

2. Authorizing Resolution  
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

In the matter of: 

 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO )  Resolution No. 

SIGN AND FILE A FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE   )    

APPLICATION FOR A FINANCING  ) 

AGREEMENT FROM THE STATE WATER ) 

RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD FOR THE ) 

PLANNING, DESIGN, AND   )  

CONSTRUCTION OF THE CITY OF  )  

WOODLAKE SEWER IMPROVEMENTS ) 

PROJECT      ) 

 

Councilmember _______, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. 

Authorize the City Manager to sign a Financial Assistance Application for a financing 

agreement from the State Water Resources Control Board for the planning, design and 

construction of the Woodlake Sewer Improvements Project.  

 

WHEREAS, the City must make improvements to the City’s wastewater system, and 

 

WHEREAS, grants and financing are available from the State Water Resources Control 

Board for wastewater projects, and 

     

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE to authorize the 

City Manager to sign a Financial Assistance Application for a financing agreement from 

the State Water Resources Control Board for the planning, design and construction of the 

Woodlake Sewer Improvements Project and represent he City in carrying out the 

responsibilities under the financing agreement.  

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember __________, 

and seconded by Councilmember ____________, and carried by the following vote at the 

City Council meeting held on November 27, 2017. 

 

 AYES:   

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:      ___________________ 

        Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST:  __________________ 

   Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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Attachment F4 
 

AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION/ORDINANCE  
 
 

RESOLUTION NO:  _____________________ 
 

WHEREAS __________________________RESOLVED BY THE ___________________________________ 
                        (insert appropriate findings)                                                (insert name of Governing Board of the Entity) 
OF THE ________________________________________ (the “Entity”), AS FOLLOWS: 
                                        (insert Entity name) 
 
The ________________________________________ (the “Authorized Representative”) or designee is 
                  (insert Title of Authorized Representative) 
hereby authorized and directed to sign and file, for and on behalf of the Entity, a Financial Assistance 
Application for a financing agreement from the State Water Resources Control Board for the planning, design, 
and construction of ____________________________________________________________ (the “Project”). 
                                                                                  (insert Project Name) 
This Authorized Representative, or his/her designee, is designated to provide the assurances, certifications, 
and commitments required for the financial assistance application, including executing a financial assistance 
agreement from the State Water Resources Control Board and any amendments or changes thereto.   
 
The Authorized Representative, or his/her designee, is designated to represent the Entity in carrying out the 
Entity’s responsibilities under the financing agreement, including certifying disbursement requests on behalf of 
the Entity and compliance with applicable state and federal laws.   
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted 
at a meeting of the __________________________________________ held 

                          (insert name of Governing Board of the Entity) 
on ______________________. 

          (Date) 
 

         (Name, Signature, and Seal of the Clerk or Authorized Record Keeper of the Governing Board of the Agency) 
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