
WOODLAKE PLANNING COMMISSION
     MINUTES

July 20, 2017
PRESENT: Commissioners Lira, Perez & Valero
OTHERS:   City Employee Waters, Lara, and Zacarias
ABSENT: Varela
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:00 PM

PUBLIC COMMENTS – None

IV.
 CONSENT CALENDAR –ACTION AND INFORMATION ITEMS



Request Approval of the Consent Calendar Action Items (IV.A)


A.
Action: Approval of Minutes from May 31, 2017.

ON A MOTION BY VALERO, SECOND BY PEREZ IT WAS VOTED TO APPROVE 
THE MINUTES.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR LARA ASKED COMMISSIONER LIRA TO DISCUSS ITEM B FIRST SO THAT MR. CABRERA DOES NOT HAVE TO WAIT THROUGH ITEM A.
V.
 ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 
B.
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Affirm, Modify or Deny Appeal from Mr. Cabrera



City Employee Waters reported the following: the reason for the appeal is that 
the City finds that due to the property’s zoning and current use, the property cannot be used as a parking lot.  The City also finds that due to the property’s zoning and building code requirements, the site cannot have metal poles and that they must be removed.
Javier Cabrera stated he disagrees with City Employee Waters and believes it is his property and he should be able to put up any fencing he wants.  The fencing is used to protect his property for damage caused by huge trucks and to keep out trespassers.  City Administrator asked Mr. Cabrera if he had pulled any building permits for the fence.  Mr. Cabrera stated no but he assumed he was within the lines of his property.  City Administrator Lara stated the current ordinance does not allow for fencing to be placed on any empty lots.  This prevents the space then becoming a storage area.  Planning Commissioner Perez stated they have heard the concerns of Mr. Cabrera and is recommending the Planning Commission to deny to Mr. Cabrera’s appeal.
ON A MOTION BY PEREZ, SECOND BY VALERO IT WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND DENY MR. CABRERA’S APPEAL.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
A.
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Receive Public Comments and Make a Recommendation to City Council on the Following Proposed Ordinance Additions or Amendment:


Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Operations


Chapter 17.22.03 Neighborhood Commercial Conditional Uses


Chapter 17.24.03 Central Commercial Conditional Uses


Chapter 17.32.04 Light Industrial Conditional Uses

City Employee Waters reported the following: the City is introducing drafts of the following ordinances:
Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Operations - The provisions of this ordinance are intended to repeal Chapter 8.50 Medical Marijuana and 8.51 Mobile Marijuana Dispensaries and create new guidelines for cannabis operations and sales within the City of Woodlake. The ordinance also establishes a process by which entities can apply for cannabis licenses within the City of Woodlake.

Chapter 17.22.03 Neighborhood Commercial Conditional Uses - The provisions of this ordinance are intended to add “Cannabis Dispensary” as a conditional use within the Neighborhood Commercial zone.

Chapter 17.24.03 Central Commercial Conditional Uses - The provisions of this ordinance are intended to add “Cannabis Dispensary” as a conditional use within the Central Commercial zone.

Chapter 17.32.04 Light Industrial Conditional Uses - The provisions of this ordinance are intended to add “Commercial Cannabis Production” as a conditional use within the Light Industrial zone.
PUBLIC HEARING OPENED: 6:56 PM

Michael Dunaway, 808 S. Church, Visalia – Mr. Dunaway has owned a medicinal cannabis business in Tulare County for the last 4 years and is thinking about expanding into the recreational cannabis business in the future.  He wanted to give some insight regarding the various concerns the public has regarding dispensaries.  He stated the security is well monitored.  Each person would have to complete paperwork which would then be entered in the system as a valid customer.  This process allows for the track and trace system to know exactly what was sold or issued to each customer.  
City Administrator Lara asked if facility has problems with any break ins or theft?  Mr. Dunaway stated no, that has never been an issue.  The facility does have cameras and all doors are bolted.  City Administrator Lara asked if the County of Tulare was going to allow medicinal dispensaries.  Mr. Dunaway stated they have not decided on that issue.  
City Employee Waters stated that Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Operations has been changed to Cannabis Businesses.  

ON A MOTION BY PEREZ, SECOND BY LIRA IT WAS VOTED TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS AND RECOMMEND CITY COUNCIL ADOPT THE PROPOSED ORDINANCES.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
REPORTS

City Administrator Lara reported on the proposed sales tax measure.

Meeting adjourned at 7:26 pm.


Respectfully submitted,


Irene Zacarias

Planning Commissioner Secretary

