
Date: August 14, 2017 (Monday) 
Time: 6:30 p.m.  

Place:  City Council Chambers 

            350 North Valencia Blvd. 

            Woodlake, CA 93286 

 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the California Ralph M. 

Brown Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, including 

auxiliary aids, translation requests, or other accommodations, or to be able to access this 

agenda and documents in the agenda packet, please contact City Hall at 559-564-8055 at 

least 3 days prior to the meeting.       

 

The full agenda including staff reports and supporting materials are available at City Hall. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME 

  

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Council on 

items within its jurisdiction but not on this agenda.  NOTE:  Prior to action by the 

Council on any item on this agenda, the public may comment on that item.  Unscheduled 

comments may be limited to 3 minutes. 

 

All items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and non-controversial by 

City staff and will be approved by one motion if no member of the Council or public 

wishes to comment or ask questions.  Items pulled from the Calendar will be considered 

separately. 

 

IV.  CONSENT CALENDAR –ACTION AND INFORMATION ITEMS 

Request Approval of the Consent Calendar Action Items (IV A-F) 

 

A. Action: Approval of Minutes of the regular meeting held on July 24, 2017 

(Pages 1-10) 

B. Action: Approval of Warrants (Pages 11-38) 

C. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Authorize Staff to Purchase the Property 

with APN No. 061-200-041 (Pages 39-53) 
D. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Continuation of the Proclamation of the 

Existence of a Local Drought Emergency for the City of Woodlake 

(Pages 54-58) 

E. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Reaffirm the Approval of Emergency 

Expenditures for the Development and Implementation of the City of 

Woodlake Well Project (Pages 59-62) 

F. Action: Deny Claim for Damages from Adonis Serna dated July 24, 

2017 (Pages 63-64) 

 



 

V.  ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

A. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Receive Public Comments, Waive 2nd  Reading, 

Adopt Ordinances Removing, Amending or Adding Chapter 5.48 Cannabis 

Businesses, Chapter 8.50 Medical Marijuana, 8.51 Mobile Marijuana 

Dispensaries, Chapter 17.22.03 Neighborhood Commercial Conditional Uses, 

Chapter 17.24.03 Central Commercial Conditional Uses, 17.24.04 Central 

Commercial Prohibited Uses, and Chapter 17.32.04 Light Industrial Conditional 

Uses of the Woodlake Municipal Code PUBLIC HEARING (Pages 65-96) 

B. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Receive Public Comments, Waive 2nd Reading, 

and Adopt Ordinances Amending Chapter 13.12 Water Conservation Regulations, 

Chapter 6.08 Animals Generally, and Chapter 6.12 Supplemental Dog Control 

Regulations of the Woodlake Municipal Code PUBLIC HEARING  

(Pages 97-114) 

C. Action: Adoption of Resolution:  Accept the Request for the Termination of the 

Agreement Between Woodlake Pride and the City of Woodlake (Pages 115-121) 

D. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approve the Agreement Between the 

Wutchumna Water Company and the City of Woodlake for the Discharge of City 

Storm Water (Pages 122-136) 

E. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approve the Agreement Between the City of 

Woodlake and Wutchumna Water Company and Sentinel Butte Mutual Water 

Company to Include Wutchumna and Sentinel Butte Properties Within the Greater 

Kaweah GSA (Pages 137-143) 

 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

 A.  Information: Items from Staff 

 B.  Information: Items from Council Members 

 C.  Request from Council Members for Future Agenda Items 

 

VII.  CLOSED SESSION 

 

1. PENDING LITIGATION (Government Code § 54956.9).  It is the intention of this 

governing body to meet in closed-session concerning: 

 Conference with legal counsel – EXISTING LITIGATION (Government Code § 

54956.9(d)(1)).   

  Parties, case/claim no. City of Woodlake v. Garibay, Tulare County 

Case No. VCU263067 

  Case name unspecified because of jeopardy to settlement negotiations 

or service of process. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2. PENDING LITIGATION (Government Code § 54956.9).  It is the intention of this 

governing body to meet in closed-session concerning: 

 Conference with legal counsel – EXISTING LITIGATION (Government Code § 

54956.9(d)(1)).   

  Parties, case/claim no. City of Woodlake v. Woodlake Public 

Cemetery District, Tulare County Case No. VCU 267523 

  Case name unspecified because of jeopardy to settlement negotiations 

or service of process. 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 

 

As provided in the Ralph M. Brown Act, Government Code sections 54950 et seq., the 

Governing Board may meet in closed session with members of its staff and its attorneys. These 

sessions are not open to the public and may not be attended by members of the public.  The 

matters the Council will meet on in closed session are identified below or are those matters 

appropriately identified in open session as requiring immediate attention and arising after the  

posting of the agenda.  Any public reports of action taken in the closed session will be made in 

accordance with Government Code sections 54957.1 

 

“Documents: If distributed to the Council less than 72 hours before a regular meeting, any public 

records which are subject to public inspection and pertain to an open-session item on the regular 

meeting agenda shall be available at the following address at the time they are distributed to a 

majority of the Council: 350 North Valencia Boulevard, Woodlake, California 93286.  Public 

records distributed to the Council at a public meeting will be available to the public at such 

meeting if they were prepared by the City.   

Exemptions and details in Government Code§ 54957.5 (a) shall apply.” 

 

II. ADJOURN 

 

The next scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Monday, August 28, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. 

at City Council Chambers located at 350 North Valencia Boulevard, Woodlake, CA 93286. 

 

City Council: 

 

Rudy Mendoza - Mayor 

Frances Ortiz - Vice Mayor 

Louie Lopez - Councilmember 

Greg Gonzalez Jr. - Councilmember 

Jose L. Martinez - Councilmember 



  

WOODLAKE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES             July 24, 2017 

 

 

PRESENT: Councilmembers Mendoza, Ortiz, Lopez, G. Gonzalez Jr. & Martinez 

OTHERS: Lara, Marquez, Waters, Diaz & Zacarias 

ABSENT: 

 

FLAG SALUTE 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – Mrs. Colleen Sakaguchi and Mr. Juan Lopez both had 

comments for an item that was currently on the action portion of the agenda.  Mayor 

Mendoza asked if they could please report their comments during the time that the item 

would be addressed by council.  Mrs. Sakaguchi and Mr. Lopez both agreed yes. 

 

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR –ACTION AND INFORMATION ITEMS 

Request Approval of the Consent Calendar Action Items (IV. A-E) 

A. Action: Approval of Minutes of the regular meeting held on July 10, 2017 

B. Action: Approval of Warrants 

C. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Accept the Quitclaim Deed for the 

Property with APN NO. 061-100-085-000 and Authorize the City 

Administrator to Sign the Certificate of Acceptance 

D. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the Sale of the Parcels at the 

South Acacia Industrial Park (APN #s 060-250-007, 060-250-008) 

E. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Authorize the Mayor of the City of 

Woodlake to Execute All Necessary Documentation for the Sale of the 

Property with APN# 060-131-016 to Autozone Parts, Inc 

ON A MOTION BY MARTINEZ, SECOND BY ORTIZ, IT WAS 

VOTED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR.  

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

V.  ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS   

A. Information: Swear In New Police Officer by Police Chief Marquez 

Chief Marquez was happy to introduce Officer Adrian Enriquez.  Officer 

Enriquez started as a reserve officer in 2008 and is now a full-time Officer for our 

police department.  City Clerk Zacarias administered the Oath of Office to Officer 

Enriquez.  Mayor Mendoza welcomed Officer Enriquez and asked him to uphold 

his oath and always make it home safely every night.   George Sanchez asked how 

many officers are currently working in the police department.  Chief Marquez 

stated 13. 

B. Action: Adoption of Resolution: In the Matter of Calling a City Election for Voter 

Approval of General Transaction and Use Tax of One Percent; Specification of 

the Election Order; and Introduce an Ordinance Enacting a One Percent 

Transaction and Use Tax 

 PUBLIC HEARING 

City Administrator Lara reported the following:  city staff has been working on a 

potential sales tax for the last 7 months.  As part of outreach efforts, staff has also 

engaged the public by putting a survey together with general questions about sales 

taxes in the City of Woodlake.  The City has received nearly two hundred survey 

responses.  The City Council and the CAC has had to look at what effect a 

potential 1 cent sales tax measure would have on the local community. The goal 

of the measure is to provide more funding for the following services: parks and 

recreation, public safety, facilities, streets and roads, lighting and landscaping. 
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On June 12, 2017, June 26, 2017 and July 10, 2017 Council held public hearings 

to receive input from the general public on the potential measure. 

PUBLIC HEARING OPENED: 6:40 PM 

Maribel Rodriguez, 321 Cypress, Woodlake – Mrs. Rodriguez stated she 

understands the revenue could bring in as much as $430,000 which may not be 

enough for everything we want for the city but it is a start.  She asked what is the 

maximum the citizens could expect.  City Administrator Lara stated the 1% would 

make us competitive with the surrounding cities and would bring the city to 8.75.  

The city could go 2% and gain more revenue but that is probably not the best 

thing to do so staff recommends a 1% tax increase. 

Ralph Chapman, 318 N. Pepper, Woodlake – Mr. Chapman stated he understands 

the citizens of Woodlake pay a tax on utilities.  Do other cities pay one as well?  

City Administrator Lara stated every city pays a UTT except for Farmersville and 

Visalia. 

George Sanchez, 286 Rubra, Woodlake – Mr. Sanchez asked what is the purpose 

of raising the taxes for public safety.  City Administrator Lara stated our current 

general fund is 2 million.  Farmerville has a general fund of 4 million.  We are 

providing public safety and many other services with half the fund of other cities.  

Staff would like to stay competitive with other cities so it entices employees to 

stay and work here.  Mr. Sanchez asked how would the city determine how the 

tax money will be spent.  City Administrator Lara stated a citizen’s advisory 

committee would be established to review and oversee the expenditures.  Mr. 

Sanchez stated he is not against the sales tax measure but believes his questions 

are important and appreciates the answers from staff. 

Florencio Guerra, 369 N. Pepper, Woodlake – Mr. Guerra stated he is a member 

of the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) and believes the sales tax measure is 

a great idea and supports the measure, he only wishes this would have been 

started earlier. 

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED: 6:49 PM 

ON A MOTION BY MARTINEZ, SECOND BY LOPEZ IT WAS VOTED 

TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND CALL AND ELECTION TO 

APPROVE A ONE PERCENT SALES TAX.  APPROVED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

C. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Calling City Election for Voter Approval of the 

Question of Authorizing Taxes on Cannabis Businesses; and Specifications of the 

Election Order; and Introduce an Ordinance Enacting a Cannabis Industry Tax 

City Employee Waters reported the following: the City of Woodlake is 

considering the potential of putting a cannabis tax measure on the November 2017 

ballot.  As part of the process, Council requested the creation of a Citizens’ 

Advisory Committee (CAC) that would represent the community at large and give 

feedback to Council about potential projects, policies and procedures.  The 

committee has been meeting since March and has kept Council up to date on the 

progress they have made.  As part of outreach efforts staff has also engaged the 

public by putting a survey together with general questions about sales taxes in the 

City of Woodlake.  The City has received nearly two hundred surveys.   The City 

Council and the CAC has had to look at what effect a potential cannabis tax 

would have on the local community. The goal of the measure is to provide more 

funding for the following services: parks and recreation, public safety, and public 

services.  On June 12, 2017, June 26th, July 10th and July 24th Council held public 

hearings regarding the potential Cannabis Tax Measure. Staff also distributed 

surveys and held office hours to discuss the potential measure.  City Staff believes 

that the following ordinances will need to be enacted to allow for cannabis 

cultivation and dispensaries:  
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Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Businesses - The provisions of this ordinance are intended 

to repeal Chapter 8.50 Medical Marijuana and 8.51 Mobile Marijuana 

Dispensaries and create new guidelines for cannabis operations and sales within 

the City of Woodlake. The ordinance also establishes a process by which entities 

can apply for cannabis licenses within the City of Woodlake. 

 

Chapter 17.22.03 – Neighborhood Commercial Conditional Uses - The provisions 

of this ordinance are intended to add “Cannabis Dispensary” as a conditional use 

within the Neighborhood Commercial zone. 

 

Chapter 17.24.03 Central Commercial Conditional Uses - The provisions of this 

ordinance are intended to add “Cannabis Dispensary” as a conditional use within 

the Central Commercial zone. 

 

Chapter 17.32.04 Light Industrial Conditional Uses - The provisions of this 

ordinance are intended to add “Commercial Cannabis Production” as a 

conditional use within the Light Industrial zone. 

As written, the Cannabis Tax Measure would allow City Council to set a flexible 

tax rate for all Cannabis Businesses within the City of Woodlake. The rate is not 

to exceed $25 per sq. ft. (adjusted annually by CPI) or 10% of Gross Receipts 

 PUBLC HEARING OPENED: 6:59 PM 
 Jacqueline Rodriguez, 321 Cypress, Woodlake – Ms. Rodriguez thanked council 

for the opportunity to speak.  Ms. Rodriguez asked council to be mindful of the 

decisions they would be making regarding cannabis since it not only affects the 

majority of the community but also the youth.  She is concerned Woodlake may 

lose their image of a small, tight knit town.  She believes council’s main reason 

for this tax is to gain funds but they may not understand how this will affect teens.  

Ms. Rodriguez is not of age to vote yet but when she does reach that age she is 

afraid this issue may have spiraled to a point of damage beyond repair.  She stated 

money is the root of all evil and if you don’t plant the seed, you won’t have a root. 

 Aldo Rodriguez, 321 Cypress, Woodlake – Mr. Rodriguez asked council to not 

allow the cannabis business in the City of Woodlake.  He believes when drugs are 

involved, people don’t think straight and they become involved with criminal 

activities.  This should not be about the money but what is best for the 

community.  He does not want drugs to get in the way of their bright future. 

 Bill Lewis 342 N. Acacia, Woodlake – Mr. Lewis stated council is putting the tax 

on the ballot for one reason; money.  Mr. Lewis offered an idea.  He stated since 

the commercial cannabis will be using an extensive amount of energy, the city 

may amend the ordinance so that cannabis businesses will not be subject to the 

maximum utility users tax and they may help generate more money for the city. 

 Juan Lopez, 20536 Avenue 335, Woodlake – Mr. Lopez stated for years we have 

preached to our kids to say no to drugs but now the message appears to be that it’s 

okay as long as the city will benefit from it.  He asked that we continue to be the 

example for our kids and generations to come.  He stated some members are 

involved with youth sports and believes it will not send a good message if we are 

saying yes to drugs.  He stated our youth will start smoking marijuana and as they 

get older will end up on the streets doing a stronger drug.  He stated council will 

make the final decision to place this tax on the ballot and they will also have to 

live with the consequences of that decision.  Mr. Lopez stated they have gathered 

over 300 signatures on a petition against the cannabis measure and they will 

continue to gather more signatures and also talk to the community about the 

cannabis tax.  Mr. Lopez stated he has researched what cannabis can do to a 

community and he stated it is all bad.  He stated crime rates increase which then 3



leads to the hiring of more officers.  Drug use also goes up and the productivity of 

the community goes down.  Mr. Lopez asked council to make the right decision. 

 Conrad Hastings, 34442 Millwood Dr., Woodlake – Mr. Hastings stated he has 

lived in this town all his life.  He stated he started with marijuana at a young age, 

which led him to gangs and led him to a life spent mostly in prison.  He is now a 

grandfather and does not want to see this business in town.  He stated this 

business will only bring bad things and allow people to do bad things.  There will 

be more theft and robbery.  He believes we will give kids the impression that it is 

ok to walk around smoking a joint and he does not want that.  He stated we will 

give kids the impression that it’s ok to not go to school because this is what 

happened to him.  Marijuana is a drug that will not allow you to be functional.  

These drugs will raise the crime rate in our town.  He knows what this drug can 

do to you.  He has changed his life around and does not want to see this come to 

town.  He stated we need to teach our kids to not take the easy way out.  They 

need to get a job and not get stuck on drugs. 

 Helen Chavez, 102 Hermosa, Woodlake – Ms. Chavez stated she lives next door 

to someone who grows marijuana and wanted clarification regarding ordinance 

no. 584.  She stated the ordinance reads that an inspection can be done at any time 

there is a complaint called on a residence for the cultivation of marijuana.  She 

stated she phoned in a complaint last week and Officer Hinz responded to the call 

along with code enforcement, but unfortunately, they were not able to enter the 

property.  She stated she is very concerned that these businesses will outsmart law 

enforcement and conduct business illegally. 

 Albert Garcia, 469 Crestwood, Woodlake – Mr. Garcia asked if the tax money 

would cover the water usage to run this business if they were allowed to come to 

town.  Also, will the THC levels be monitored since they will travel into our 

tables of drinking water.  Will new wells be built and will tax money cover the 

costs?  City Administrator Lara stated the water for the cultivation will come from 

the industrial park and will not use city wells and will need to be on their own 

water system.  All additional services that are required from the city such as 

police services, permits, etc. will be the responsibility of the business and they 

will be required to pay for those services. 

 Michael Dunnaway, 808 S. Church, Visalia – Mr. Dunnaway has worked in the 

cannabis industry for the past four years and takes medical cannabis for autism.  

This has allowed him to gain confidence he did not have before and help him deal 

with public speaking.  Mr. Dunnaway wanted to clarify some myths associated 

with commercial cannabis and the access the public thinks youth may have to it.  

Commercial cannabis has a strict security system.  Upon entering the building, 

there will be a receptionist who will check ID and verify the customer is 21 or 

over and allowed to enter the facility.  The customer must also complete 

paperwork and sign an affidavit that they will not turn around and sell their 

purchased cannabis on the street.  Once customer is allowed to enter they will 

pass thru two metal lock doors that are controlled from the inside.  The customer 

will then be given their cannabis, which will be sealed and tagged.  There is zero 

to little chance a minor can come in contact with the cannabis.  Studies shows that 

when a cannabis business is operated in town, the black-market drops. 

 Maribel Rodriguez, 321 Cypress, Woodlake – Mrs. Rodriguez stated she has been 

conflicted with this topic and after research she must go with her heart.  She also 

has fear for what may come with council moves forward with this ordinance and 

allows a cannabis business in our town.  She stated although the money is 

enticing, there has got to be a better way to gain the necessary funds.  She has 

asked staff and council to form a citizen’s advisory committee to form a measure 

that will generate revenue just not by way of a cannabis tax.  She stated she will 

stand by council and help promote any tax but not a cannabis tax.  She asked that 

we keep our youth safe. 4



 Francisca Garcia, 250 Oak, Woodlake – Ms. Garcia stated she has concerns that 

residents will need to share their water with the cannabis business and we will 

continue to have limited use of our water.  City Administrator Lara stated they 

will have their own supply.  Ms. Garcia asked if it has been decided how the tax 

money will be spent, if voters approve the measure.  City Administrator Lara 

stated a committee will review and design an expenditure report. 

 George Sanchez, 286 Rubra, Woodlake – Mr. Sanchez, stated he is a 

representative of the Woodlake Unified School Board and understands that staff 

and council have addressed all the regulations and have done their homework 

regarding cannabis.  He feels this subject is unethical, immoral and wrong. He 

stated Woodlake grows oranges, not pot.  He prefers a cup of orange juice than a 

pot of marijuana.  The community is sending the message to council that we do 

not do drugs.  He stated Chief Marquez is a great officer but he feels he will only 

have a mess if we allow this in our town.  Mr. Sanchez stated if council is against 

drugs, then council should say no to the cannabis tax.  Mr. Sanchez asked if the 

measure is put on the ballot in November and the citizens vote no, can council 

change their mind.  City Attorney Diaz stated yes.  Mr. Sanchez asked if council 

is willing to take that risk.  Council stated yes.  For clarification in the minutes, 

Mr. Sanchez first introduced himself as a member of the Woodlake Unified 

School District, but his comments shared today is of his opinion not as a 

representative of the Woodlake Unified School Board. 

 Florencio Guerra, 369 N. Pepper, Woodlake – Mr. Guerra stated he believes the 

sales tax measure is a great idea and is supportive of the measure.  He stated the 

city is making money by selling our sewer water to Los Angeles which is a great 

idea.  Mayor Mendoza asked for clarification and Mr. Guerra stated he would 

finish his comment and then explain.  Mayor Mendoza stated for the record, the 

City of Woodlake is not selling sewer water to Los Angeles.  Mr. Guerra stated 

this is the main rumor circling around town at this time.  Mayor Mendoza stated 

that is the problem with rumors.  Mr. Guerra stated if this is what’s happening 

then great idea.  He has heard this information from a lot of family members of 

Mr. Lara.  City Administrator Lara asked Mr. Guerra to come and talk to him 

directly instead of talking to his family members.  Mr. Guerra stated these family 

members are going to him and laughing about the information.  Mayor Mendoza 

asked Mr. Guerra to please address the council and not staff.  Mr. Guerra stated he 

believes the tax measure is a great idea, selling our water is a great idea but 

allowing cannabis cultivation is not a great idea.  He stated he voted for Prop. 64 

but he does not approve of this in his community.  He voted yes because of his job 

as a social worker.  He stated if he had voted no, it would have been because this 

is immoral and unethical.  He asked council to think about the pain this will cause 

our community.  He stated you can walk around town and see many people who 

walk around without a clue.  He agrees with Mr. Lopez and has many friends who 

are spun off methamphetamine and it makes him sad.  He stated he would gladly 

help Mrs. Rivas and walk door to door to help pass a measure. 

 Ralph Chapman, 318 N. Pepper, Woodlake – Mr. Chapman thanked council for 

having these public comment periods and allowing residents to come ask 

questions and comment on a topic.  Mr. Chapman asked if the measure needed to 

pass by 2/3 margin.  City Administrator Lara stated no, 50%.  He asked how 

would we tax the cultivation.  City Employee Waters stated council could decide 

to tax by square footage or gross receipts.  Mr. Chapman understands cannabis is 

now legal but does it make it, right?  He is not sure at this point but he doesn’t 

agree with allowing someone to smoke marijuana in front of his business.  City 

Administrator Lara stated no one is allowed to do that now and Mr. Chapman 

should call the police and report the activity.  Mr. Chapman stated he doesn’t 

believe any of this is right and drugs are wrong.  He asked council to vote against 

this measure. 5



 Colleen Sakaguchi, 698 N. Pepper, Woodlake -  Mrs. Sakaguchi stated just 

because the voters voted to legalize marijuana in California, it does not mean it is 

wanted in the City of Woodlake.  Will businesses be required to pay employees 

overtime wages if they work more than 40 hours a week.  City Administrator Lara 

stated the city would be reimbursed for all services provided. 

 Iris Sanchez, 286 Rubra, Woodlake – Mrs. Sanchez stated a lot of things have 

been mentioned and discussed and when she met with Mr. Lara last week he 

stated one of the reasons for the cannabis tax was to hire more officers.  Mrs. 

Sanchez asked why do we need more officers if our crime rate has gone down and 

has remained low?  City Administrator Lara stated the police department is 

currently understaffed and would like to increase the personnel.  Mrs. Sanchez 

shared a quote from the bible that she states speaks to her heart and she hopes will 

reach council.  Proverbs 21-3; the Lord is more pleased when we do what is right 

and just, than when we offer him sacrifices, good planning and hard work show 

prosperity but haste through shortcuts leads to poverty, wealth created by a lying 

tongue is a vanishing mist and a deadly trap.  Mrs. Sanchez asked council to 

consider what they are bringing into our town. 

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED: 7:43 PM 

ON A MOTION BY MARTINEZ, SECOND BY LOPEZ IT WAS VOTED 

TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND CALL AN ELECTION FOR 

VOTER APPROVAL TO AUTHORIZE TAXES ON CANNABIS 

BUSINESSESS.  APPROVED BY MENDOZA, ORTIZ, MARTINEZ AND 

LOPEZ.  OPPOSED BY G. GONZALEZ JR. 

D. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Receive Public Comments, Waive 1st Reading, 

and Set 2nd Reading Date of Ordinances Amending or Adding Chapter 5.48 

Cannabis Businesses, Chapter 8.50 Medical Marijuana, 8.51 Mobile Marijuana 

Dispensaries, Chapter 17.22.03 Neighborhood Commercial Conditional Uses, 

Chapter 17.24.03 Central Commercial Conditional Uses, and Chapter 17.32.04 

Light Industrial Conditional Uses of the Woodlake Municipal Code 

City Employee Waters reported the following: the purpose of this public hearing is 

to give citizens an opportunity to make their comments known regarding the 

proposed amendments and/or additions to the ordinances.  The City of Woodlake 

Planning Commission has reviewed the proposed amendments and has 

recommended approval.  City Staff will also recommend waiving the first reading of 

the ordinance and setting the date of August 14, 2017 as the second reading. 

PUBLIC HEARING OPENED: 7:56 PM 
Ralph Chapman, 318 N. Pepper, Woodlake – Mr. Chapman asked for clarification 

regarding the statement “where children congregate” does that statement include 

churches and playgrounds?  City Attorney Diaz reported state law requires 1000 ft. 

from where children congregate and 600 ft. applies to medical cannabis.  City 

Administrator Lara stated we would follow all state laws regarding distance.  Mr. 

Chapman asked if it is illegal for a person to smoke marijuana in front of his 

business.  Chief Marquez stated yes and to call the police if he witnesses this activity 

in public. 

Bill Lewis, 342 N. Acacia, Woodlake – Mr. Lewis recommends removing all things 

from the ordinance that must do with regulatory permits and employee permits.  He 

stated there is no other industry in the city that would be regulated like this one.  He 

stated if it is the cannabis that council is worried about, there are already 

pharmaceutical business we can worry about.  He does not understand why the 

regulations are so strict for this industry.  He asked council to decide, you either 

support the cannabis industry or you don’t. 

Michael Dunnaway, 808 S. Church, Visalia – Mr. Dunnaway stated for those who 

are in the cannabis industry, they are no stranger to ordinances or jumping through 

hoops to be compliant.  He believes there will be no issue to meet all the 

requirements.   6



Maribel Rodriguez, 321 Cypress, Woodlake – Mrs. Rodriguez asked if the citizens 

of Woodlake vote against the measure, will there still be need for an ordinance of 

this nature?   City Employee Waters stated yes and if there is a need to change an 

ordinance in the future, council may do that.  Mrs. Rodriguez asked if the measure 

does not pass, the city will not receive revenue?  City Administrator Lara stated the 

city will not receive tax revenue but will receive other types of revenue such as sales 

tax revenue. 

George Sanchez, 286 Rubra, Woodlake – Mr. Sanchez asked if the ordinance is 

being amended because our current ordinance does not address a cannabis 

dispensary or cannabis cultivation.  City Administrator Lara stated yes.  Mr. Sanchez 

asked if the citizens of Woodlake can revoke this ordinance.  Mayor Mendoza stated 

no, only council can approve or revoke a city ordinance.  Mr. Sanchez stated he will 

check with legal counsel on the process to revoke an ordinance.  He stated you can 

voice your opinion to council and hope for a change or you can remove a council 

member by running against them.  He stated there are people in the audience who 

will leave here today and believe they cannot change an ordinance, but that is not 

true.  City Employee Waters stated an ordinance can be amended with a voice of the 

citizens.  He asked Mr. Sanchez to stay and listen to Item F because an ordinance 

will be amended. 

Albert Garcia, 469 Crestwood, Woodlake – Mr. Garcia asked if you are allowed to 

smoke in public.  City Employee Waters stated no.  Mr. Garcia stated he has wanted 

to spend time with his family in his yard but is not able to because of the strong 

smell of marijuana coming from his neighbor’s house and he does not want to call 

the cops but he will post it on social media.  Mayor Mendoza stated if you know 

someone is doing something they should not be doing; the best thing is to call the 

cops.  If we are not notifying our law enforcement, that is a problem.  Mr. Garcia 

stated now that be better understands the law, he will notify law enforcement. 

Juan Lopez, 20536 Avenue 335, Woodlake – Mr. Lopez asked what are the fines 

someone faces if they are smoking in public?  City Attorney Diaz stated it would 

depend if the charge was an infraction or a misdemeanor.  Chief Marquez also stated 

there may be a fine imposed by the city but again depends on the violation.  Mr. 

Lopez stated he has walked around Venice Beach and gets high because it is all 

around him and he does not like that.  He does not have a problem with cannabis use 

for medical reasons, but he does have a problem with recreational use.  He stated 

people now take advantage of the recreational use and believes these people are 

disrespectful.  He stated he wants to keep this smoke away from his kids but is not 

sure how to do that when the message council is sending is that it is ok as long as the 

city gets the tax money. 

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 8:20 

ON A MOTION BY ORTIZ, SECOND BY LOPEZ. IT WAS VOTED TO 

ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS AND 

SET THE DATE FOR THE SECOND READING.  APPROVED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

E. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the Landscape and Lighting 

Assessments for Parkwood, Gentle Hills Estates, Olive Estates, Castle Rock Park, 

Olive Vista and Castle Rock Park Phase II Districts 

PUBLIC HEARING 

City Administrator Lara reported the following: at the July 10, 2017 City Council 

meeting, the City Council approved the City Engineer’s report of costs needed to 

maintain the following assessment districts: Parkwood, Gentle Hills, Olive 

Estates, Castle Rock Park, Olive Vista and Castle Rock Park Phase II.  As part of 

the Landscape and Lighting Act of 1972, council set July 24, 2017 as the public 

hearing date for those wishing to comment on each individual assessment district.  

All assessment district property owners were notified of the public hearing date 

and location.  The costs have not changed from the previous year.  The costs 
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allow for maintenance of grounds and lights plus incidental costs such as 

administration and engineering. 

The costs for each individual property owner are as follows:  

Parkwood: $197.50 

Gentle Hill Estates: $198.40 

Olive Estates: $172.44 

Castle Rock Park: $171.00 

Olive Vista: $200.00 

Castle Rock Park Phase II: $177.50 

PUBLIC COMMENT OPENED: 8:21 PM 

George Sanchez, 286 Rubra, Woodlake – Mr. Sanchez reported a light pole was 

out and what does he need to do to have it repaired.  City Administrator Lara 

asked him to get pole number and he can either call City Hall to make report for 

repairs or call SCE directly.  Chief Marquez stated if you report the incident on 

their website it usually takes them about 72 hours to repair the light.  Mr. Sanchez 

asked how about broken sprinklers at the park.  He has mentioned it many times 

to maintenance worker Tony and it has not been fixed.  Mayor Mendoza 

mentioned there is a link on our city website where citizens can report repairs and 

if Mr. Sanchez uses this feature the problem will be tracked for repair.  Mr. 

Sanchez stated he is mentioning it now and it can be tracked in the minutes and he 

does not need the problem tracked, he needs it repaired. 

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED: 8:23 PM 

ON A MOTON BY G. GONZALEZ JR., SECOND BY ORTIZ IT WAS 

VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND APPROVE THE 

LIGHTING AND LANDSCAPING ASSESSMENTS.  APPROVED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 
F. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Receive Public Comments, Waive 1st Reading, 

and Set 2nd Reading Date of Ordinances Amending Chapter 13.12, Chapter 6.08, 

and Chapter 6.12 of the Woodlake Municipal Code 

City Employee Waters reported the following: at the July 10th City Council 

meeting, two public comments addressed the outdoor irrigation of vegetation 

times for Stage 3 and Stage 4 water conservation stages. The current allowed 

watering time between 8pm and 6am was a burden to the residents which 

expressed their challenges during the public comment. Upon reviewing other 

city’s allowed watering times for water conservation stages, allowing from 6pm to 

8am is being presented as a potential amendment to the water conservation 

ordinance.  The Animals Generally 6.08 currently allows for up to twenty-four 

(24) chicken, ducks, geese, turkeys, rabbits, pigeons, or other fowls if these 

animals are maintained on a premise. With the number of chickens specifically 

which are running at large on public property and unmaintained on private 

property, there could be benefit in reducing the number count of these animals 

allowed on a city residence.  The Supplemental Dog Control Regulations 6.12 

does not currently have a limit on number of dogs allowed per residence. Cities 

like Exeter and Visalia, among many others in the state, allow for up to four (4) 

dogs total per residence. With the number of strays in the City, and with the poor 

maintenance and care of homes with an excess of dogs, being able to limit the 

number legally allowed per residence can help alleviate the stray dog issue and 

help promote better living conditions for dogs overall. 

PUBLIC HEARING OPENED: 8:26 PM 
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Ralph Chapman, 318 N. Pepper, Woodlake – Mr. Chapman stated at one time it 

was required to have your dog licensed and would that every come back.  City 

Administrator Lara stated not at this time. 

Iris Sanchez, 286 Rubra, Woodlake – Mrs. Sanchez asked if pigs were allowed in 

the city limits?  City Administrator Lara stated no. 

 PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED: 8:29 PM 

ON A MOTION BY MARTINEZ, SECOND BY G. GONZALEZ JR. IT 

WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND RECEIVE PUBLIC 

COMMENTS, WAIVE 1ST READING AND SET DATE FOR 2ND 

READING.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

A.  Information: Items from Staff 

City Administrator Lara – Reported the bid process for the community center will open 

on August 3rd. 

B. Information: Items from Council 

Mayor Mendoza – Reported he had attended a League of Cities conference in Monterey 

and it was interesting to hear everyone has the same issues regarding water, gangs and 

cannabis. 

 

C.  Request from Council Members for Future Agenda Items 

 

VII. CLOSED SESSION 

 

1. PENDING LITIGATION (Government Code § 54956.9).  It is the intention of 

this governing body to meet in closed-session concerning: 

 Conference with legal counsel – EXISTING LITIGATION (Government 

Code § 54956.9(d)(1)).   

  Parties, case/claim no. City of Woodlake v. Garibay, Tulare 

County Case No. VCU263067 

  Case name unspecified because of jeopardy to settlement 

negotiations or service of process. 

2. PENDING LITIGATION (Government Code § 54956.9).  It is the intention of 

this governing body to meet in closed-session concerning: 

 Conference with legal counsel – EXISTING LITIGATION (Government 

Code § 54956.9(d)(1)).   

  Parties, case/claim no. City of Woodlake v. Woodlake Public 

Cemetery District, Tulare County Case No. VCU 267523 

  Case name unspecified because of jeopardy to settlement 

negotiations or service of process. 

3. PENDING LITIGATION (Government Code § 54956.9).  It is the intention of 

this governing body to meet in closed-session concerning:  

 Conference with legal counsel – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION (Government 

Code § 54956.9(d)).   

  Initiation of litigation (Government Code § 54956.9(d)(4)). 

Number of potential cases is: __1___. 

 

MEETING MOVED TO CLOSED SESSION AT 8:35 PM 

MEETING RECONVENED AT 8:45 PM 

 

Mayor Mendoza reported no action was taken and there was nothing to report. 
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NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 

 

As provided in the Ralph M. Brown Act, Government Code sections 54950 et seq., the 

Governing Board may meet in closed session with members of its staff and its attorneys. 

These sessions are not open to the public and may not be attended by members of the 

public.  The matters the Council will meet on in closed session are identified below or are 

those matters appropriately identified in open session as requiring immediate attention 

and arising after the posting of the agenda.  Any public reports of action taken in the 

closed session will be made in accordance with Government Code sections 54957.1 

“Documents: If distributed to the Council less than 72 hours before a regular meeting, 

any public records which are subject to public inspection and pertain to an open-session 

item on the regular meeting agenda shall be available at the following address at the time 

they are distributed to a majority of the Council: 350 North Valencia Boulevard, 

Woodlake, California 93286.  Public records distributed to the Council at a public 

meeting will be available to the public at such meeting if they were prepared by the City.   

Exemptions and details in Government Code§ 54957.5 (a) shall apply.” 

 

VIII. ADJOURN 

The next scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Monday, August 14, 2017 at 

6:30 p.m. at City Council Chambers located at 350 North Valencia Boulevard, Woodlake, 

CA 93286. 

 

City Council: 

Rudy Mendoza - Mayor 

Frances Ortiz - Vice Mayor 

Louie Lopez - Councilmember 

Greg Gonzalez Jr. - Councilmember 

Jose L. Martinez - Councilmember 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM 

Submitted by, 

 

 

 

Irene Zacarias 

City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV-C  
August 14, 2017 

Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff  

 

SUBJECT: 

 

Action: Adoption of Resolution: Authorize Staff to Purchase the Property with APN No. 061-200-

041 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

The owner of the property with APN No. 061-200-041 contacted the City about the possibility of 

acquiring the property.  The property has an old home that was burnt to the ground and is no 

longer inhabitable.   

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

The City has interest in the property as it is adjacent to City Well #9 and it would provide better 

access for future maintenance and repairs.  The site could also be used in the future to drill a new 

well if necessary and its proximity to Bravo Lake make it a desirable lot for well drilling 

purposes.  

 

The property appraised value is twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) if the existing structure is 

removed from the lot.  The property owner is willing to work with the City to have the existing 

structure removed at his expense in the amount of twelve hundred dollars ($1,200.00).  The 

property owner will also be responsible for an outstanding City loan on the property of seven 

thousand four hundred and fifty-three dollars ($7,453.00).   

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

Staff recommends that Council approve the acquisition of the property with APN No. 061-200-

041 as it would provide better access to Well #9.  

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

The property would be acquired by the General Fund and become a General Fund asset. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:    

 

1. Resolution: Authorize Staff to Purchase the Property with APN No. 061-200-041 

2. Attachment No. 1 – APN Map  

3. Attachment No. 2 – Preliminary Title Report  
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

In the matter of: 

 

AUTHORIZE STAFF TO PURCHASE THE    )  Resolution No. 

PROPERTY WITH APN NO 061-200-041        ) 

  

 

Councilmember _______, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. Authorize staff 

to purchase the property with APN No. 061-200-041.   

 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to acquire the property with APN No. 061-200-041 in the amount of 

twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) with the understanding that the current owner will remove the 

existing structure and pay all liens at his expense; and 

 

WHEREAS, the project will increase access to Well #8 of the City of Woodlake water system; and 

 

WHEREAS, the project will be acquired by the City of Woodlake water fund and become a Water 

Fund asset. 

    

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE to authorize staff to 

purchase the property with APN No. 061-200-041. 

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember _______, and seconded by 

Councilmember _______, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held on 

August 14, 2017. 

 

 AYES: .  

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:      ___________________ 

        Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________ 

Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM IV-D 
August 14, 2017 

Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Continuation of the Proclamation of the Existence 

of a Local Drought Emergency for the City of Woodlake  

 
BACKGROUND: 

 

The California Government Code section 8630 empowers the City Council of the City 

of Woodlake to proclaim the existence of a local drought emergency when the City of 

Woodlake is threatened or likely to be threatened by the conditions of extreme peril to 

the safety of persons and property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the 

services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of this City.  The City of Woodlake 

declared a drought emergency on the 26th day of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45.   

 

On January 17, 2014, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a state of 

emergency in the State of California due to current drought conditions in the State. The 

Governor’s proclamation acknowledged that the State of California is experiencing 

record dry conditions that have persisted since 2012, with 2014 projected to become the 

driest year on record and called upon all Californians to reduce their water usage by 20 

percent.   

  

DISCUSSION: 

 
The City of Woodlake water system is made up of five wells that are used as the only 

source to provide potable water to its residents.  The wells have seen a consistent drop 

in groundwater level due to the drought and diversion of water, which has increased 

ground water pumping in the area. These conditions have created a situation where City 

wells will need to be updated or replaced.  Due to the low water table, the wells have 

also become very inefficient.  All these factors have created a burden on the City’s 

water system. 

 

The City requested informal bids for the construction of a test well along the St. Johns 

River.  Well contractors are in large demand and soliciting bids was a challenge.  The 

City was able to secure the services of Western Strata Exploration, Inc., who drilled 

Well #13.  The City then procured the services of Zim Industries, Inc. to drill Well #14.  

The well drilling has been completed and testing has begun to get production numbers 

for the well.  Both wells have been designed and engineered and the City has begun the 

process of connecting them to the current system.  JT2, Inc. was the lowest responsive 

bidder and has begun the process of connecting Well #13 to the system.  For Well #14 

JT2, Inc. was the lowest responsive bidder and will begin the process of connecting 

Well #14.  
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 
Staff recommends that the City Council continue the proclamation by the City 

Council of the City of Woodlake, State of California, proclaiming the existence of a 

local drought emergency for the City of Woodlake.  The City Council would review 

the need for continuing the local drought emergency at least once every 30 days until 

the Council terminates the local drought emergency.     

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
The City Water Fund has been largely depleted by the inefficiency, and the need of 

updating and replacement of City wells.  City staff will continue to look for other 

funding sources to construct future wells. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 

1. Resolution: Continuation of the Proclamation of the Existence of a Local Drought 

Emergency for the City of Woodlake  
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

In the matter of: 

 

CONTINUATION OF THE PROCLAMATION OF     ) Resolution No. 

THE EXISTENCE OF A LOCAL DROUGHT              ) 

EMERGENCY FOR THE CITY OF WOODLAKE      ) 

 

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8630 empowers the City Council of the City of 

Woodlake to proclaim the existence of a local drought emergency when the City of Woodlake is 

threatened or likely to be threatened by the conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and 

property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment, and 

facilities of this City; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Woodlake declared a drought emergency on the 26th 

day of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45; and   

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8558(c) states that a “local emergency” means 

the duly proclaimed existence of conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property 

within the territorial limits of the City caused by the drought; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to City Charter, the City Administrator has requested the City Council to 

proclaim the existence of a local emergency; and  

WHEREAS, on January 17, 2014, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a state of 

emergency in the State of California due to current drought conditions in the state; and  

WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation acknowledged that the State of California is 

experiencing record dry conditions that have persisted since 2012; and  

WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation also noted that the snowpack in California’s mountains 

are alarmingly below the normal average level for this date; and  

WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation called upon all Californians to reduce their water usage 

by 20 percent; and  

WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation called upon local water suppliers and municipalities to 

implement water shortage contingency plans immediately in order to avoid or forestall outright 

restrictions that could become necessary later in the drought season; and  

WHEREAS, the current drought has negatively impacted local business, especially agricultural 

based business, of which City residents largely depend on; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake depends on ground water to provide potable water to its 

residents; and,  

WHEREAS, the City’s domestic wells have seen a consistent drop in groundwater levels, requiring 

that wells be updated and replaced, causing an economic burden on the City; and  

WHEREAS, persistent drought conditions have negatively impacted and continue to threaten the 

City’s economy; and  

WHEREAS, conditions of drought exacerbate already perilous fire conditions in the City; and  

WHEREAS, on January 15, 2014, the Secretary of the United States Department of Agriculture 

designated 27 California counties, [including Alameda, Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, Contra Costa, 

El Dorado, Fresno, Inyo, Kings, Kern, Los Angeles, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, Mono, Monterey, 

Sacramento, San Benito, San Bernardino, San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, Santa Clara, Santa 

Barbara, Stanislaus, Tulare, Tuolumne, and Ventura] as natural disaster areas due to drought which 

makes farm operators in the designated counties eligible to be considered for certain assistance 

including emergency loans from the U.S. Farm Service Agency for production losses; and  

WHEREAS, on January 17, 2014, the California State Resources Control Board notified all water 

rights holders in California that, in the coming months, if dry weather conditions persist, the State 
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Water Board will notify water right holders in critically dry watersheds of the requirement to limit 

or stop diversions of water under their water right, based upon the priority of their right; and  

WHEREAS, these conditions are likely to be beyond the services, equipment, personnel and fiscal 

resources of the City of Woodlake.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED by the City Council of the 

City of Woodlake that for reasons set forth herein, wishes to extend the proclamation of the 

existence of a local drought emergency in the City of Woodlake; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that federal and state agencies are requested to provide financial 

and other assistance to residents, water suppliers, water rights holders, ranchers, farmers, business 

owners and local governments in the City of Woodlake to help them mitigate the persistent drought 

conditions; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City’s water users heed the Governor’s request to reduce 

water usage by 20 percent.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that water suppliers and municipalities in the City of Woodlake 

heed the Governor’s request to implement water shortage contingency plans immediately in order to 

avoid or forestall outright restrictions that could become necessary later in the drought season.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all city water associates, power companies, other involved 

agencies, utilities, and individuals do whatever they can to equitably allocate the available water to 

mitigate to the extent possible the hardships resulting from the lack of water during this extended 

drought period of recovery.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of 

this local drought emergency the powers, functions, and duties of the emergency organization of this 

City shall be those prescribed by state law, ordinances, and resolutions existing and passed in 

conjunction with this emergency, and that this emergency shall be deemed to continue to exist until 

the City Council of the City of Woodlake, State of California, proclaims its termination. Further, it 

is directed that this emergency proclamation be forwarded to the Director of the Governor’s Office 

of Emergency Services and the Governor of the State of California.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that the City Council of the 

City of Woodlake hereby authorizes the undertaking of all extraordinary police and planning powers 

in response to this local drought emergency including but not limited to the ability to modify, 

amend, or issue planning codes, building or safety codes, environmental health codes, and such 

other codes, orders, and regulations as determined necessary for the duration of the emergency.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that public employees, 

officers, and governing bodies within the City are hereby granted full immunity to the extent 

allowed by law for actions undertaken in compliance with this proclamation.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of 

this local drought emergency, the City Administrator may request the City Council to amend this 

proclamation of a local drought emergency and, if this Council is not in session to amend this 

proclamation as necessary and, if this proclamation is amended by the City Administrator the 

Council shall take action to ratify the amendment within 30 days thereafter or the amendment shall 

have no further force or effect.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that this City Council will 

review the need for continuing the local drought emergency at least once every 30 days until this 

Council terminates the local drought emergency. [Note: Government Code section 8630(c) requires 

the governing board to review the local emergency at least once every 30 days until the governing 

body terminates the local emergency.] EXTENDED this 14th day of August 2017.  
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The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember ________, and seconded 

by Councilmember _________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held 

on August 14, 2017. 

 

 AYES:  

 NOES: 

ABSTAIN 

 ABSENT:  

 

 

 

        ____________________ 

        Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________ 

Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM IV-E 
August 14, 2017 

Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Reaffirm the Approval of Emergency Expenditures 

for the Development and Implementation of the City of Woodlake Well Project  

 
BACKGROUND: 

 

The California Government Code section 8630 empowers the City Council of the City 

of Woodlake to proclaim the existence of a local drought emergency when the City of 

Woodlake is threatened or likely to be threatened by the conditions of extreme peril to 

the safety of persons and property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the 

services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of this City.  The Council declared a 

drought emergency on the 26th day of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45 and by 

Resolution No. 15-46 the Council approved an exemption pursuant to the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and State CEQA Guidelines relating to the 

environmental evaluation of the City of Woodlake Water Well Project.  On June 22, 

2015 by Resolution No. 15-59 Council approved emergency expenditures for the 

development and implementation of the City of Woodlake Well Project and has 

continued to reaffirm them at every Council meeting.   

 

The City of Woodlake water system is made up of five wells that are used as the only 

source to provide potable water to its residents.  The wells have seen a consistent drop 

in groundwater level due to the drought and diversion of water, which has increased 

ground water pumping in the area. These conditions have created a situation where City 

wells will need to be updated or replaced.  Due to the low water table, the wells have 

also become very inefficient.  All these factors have created a burden on the City’s 

water system. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

With the continued drought and pumping of groundwater in the area, the City water 

system has begun to struggle to meet the demand of its customers.  Water tables 

continue to fall and wells continue to become more inefficient.  In an effort to protect 

the City’s water resources, the City has taken the necessary steps towards drilling new 

City wells and is looking at options to make their current wells more efficient. 

Pervasive drought conditions have also significantly increased demand for well 

contractors, who now have very long waiting lists to drill wells and no incentive to 

engage a bidding process, thereby creating procurement challenges for local public 

agencies. The City has also implemented its Stage 4 water regulations and has made 

major cuts in the use of water at City facilities. 
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The declaration of an emergency, when passed by four-fifths votes of its members, 

allows the expenditure of public money for new City wells, which will allow the City to 

meet its consumers’ demands. The declaration has helped streamline the construction of 

the wells by allowing the City to forego a competitive bid process as per the Public 

Contract Code.  When the Council approves such action then the declaration of 

emergency will have to be re-approved by a four-fifths vote at every regularly 

scheduled meeting until the action is terminated. 

 

At this time the City has drilled two wells along the St. John’s River within the City 

Airport Property.  The design and engineering for the wells has been completed and the 

City will now begin the process of connecting the wells to the City’s water system.  The 

construction for the connection for Well #13 and #14 to the City’s water system are in 

progress. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve the emergency expenditures of 

public money for the construction of new City wells to meet the demands of its 

customers and to safeguard the health of City residents.    

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
The development and implementation of two new City wells will be paid out of the 

Water Fund.  Staff has currently allocated $1,500,000 to the project for both wells.    

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 

1. Resolution: Reaffirm the Approval of Emergency Expenditures for the 

Development and Implementation of the City of Woodlake Well Project  
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

In the matter of: 

 

REAFFIRM THE APPROVAL OF EMERGNECY         )  Resolution No. 

EXPENDITURES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND    )                            

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE ) 

WELL PROJECT                                                             ) 

 

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8630 empowers the City Council of the City of 

Woodlake to proclaim the existence of a local drought emergency when the City of Woodlake is 

threatened or likely to be threatened by the conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and 

property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment, and 

facilities of this City; and  

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8558(c) states that a “local emergency” means 

the duly proclaimed existence of conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property 

within the territorial limits of the City caused by the drought; and  

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Woodlake declared a drought emergency in the City of 

Woodlake on the 26th of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45; and  

WHEREAS, on January 17, 2014, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a state of 

emergency in the State of California due to current drought conditions in the state and said state of 

emergency remains in effect; and  

WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation acknowledged that the State of California is 

experiencing record dry conditions that have persisted since 2012, with 2014 projected to become 

the driest year on record; and  

WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation called upon local water suppliers and municipalities to 

implement water shortage contingency plans immediately in order to avoid or forestall outright 

restrictions that could become necessary later in the drought season; and  

WHEREAS, the current drought has negatively impacted local business, especially agricultural 

based business, of which City residents largely depend on; and  

WHEREAS, the City has implemented Stage 4 of its water conservation regulations, which restricts 

water use in the city; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake depends on ground water to provide potable water to its 

residents; and,  

WHEREAS, the City’s domestic wells have seen a consistent drop in groundwater levels, requiring 

that wells be updated and replaced, causing an economic burden on the City; and  

WHEREAS, persistent drought conditions have negatively impacted and continue to threaten the 

City’s economy; and  

WHEREAS, conditions of drought exacerbate already perilous fire conditions in the City; and  

WHEREAS, these conditions are likely to be beyond the services, equipment, personnel and fiscal 

resources of the City of Woodlake.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED by the City Council of the 

City of Woodlake that for reasons set forth herein, emergency expenditures may take place in order 

to safeguard the health of City residents by the construction of a new City well; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in case of an emergency the Public Contract Code section 

20168 allows for the legislative body to pass a resolution by at least a four-fifths vote of its 

members declaring that the public interest and necessity demand the immediate expenditure of 

public money to safeguard life, health, or property allowing the City to forego competitive 

solicitations for bids, as the action is necessary to respond to the emergency; and  
61



 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that on the 26th day of May 2015 by Resolution NO. 15-46 the 

Council approved an exemption pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and 

State CEQA Guidelines relating to the environmental evaluation of the City of Woodlake Water 

Well Project. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that on the 22nd day of June 2015 by Resolution NO. 15-59 the 

Council approved emergency expenditures for the development and implementation of the City of 

Woodlake Well Project.   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that water suppliers and municipalities in the City of Woodlake 

heed the Governor’s request to implement water shortage contingency plans immediately in order to 

avoid or forestall outright restrictions that could become necessary later in the drought season.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all city water associates, power companies, other involved 

agencies, utilities, and individuals do whatever they can to equitably allocate the available water to 

mitigate to the extent possible the hardships resulting from the lack of water during this extended 

drought period of recovery.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of 

this local drought emergency the powers, functions, and duties of the emergency organization of this 

City shall be those prescribed by state law, ordinances, and resolutions existing and passed in 

conjunction with this emergency, and that this emergency shall be deemed to continue to exist until 

the City Council of the City of Woodlake, State of California, proclaims its termination. Further, it 

is directed that this emergency proclamation be forwarded to the Director of the Governor’s Office 

of Emergency Services and the Governor of the State of California.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that the City Council of the 

City of Woodlake hereby authorizes the undertaking of all extraordinary police and planning powers 

in response to this local drought emergency including but not limited to the ability to modify, 

amend, or issue planning codes, building or safety codes, environmental health codes, and such 

other codes, orders, and regulations as determined necessary for the duration of the emergency.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that public employees, 

officers, and governing bodies within the City are hereby granted full immunity to the extent 

allowed by law for actions undertaken in compliance with this emergency action.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that this City Council will 

review the need for continuing emergency expenditures at every regularly scheduled meeting 

hereafter until the drought emergency is terminated or no further emergency expenditures are 

necessary. [Note: Public Contract Code section 22050(c) requires the governing board to review the 

emergency expenditures at every regularly scheduled meeting until the governing body terminates 

the emergency expenditure or emergency no longer exists.] DECLARED this 14th day of August 

2017.  

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember ________, and seconded 

by Councilmember ________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held on 

August 14, 2017. 

 

 AYES:  

 NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:      ____________________ 

       Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________ 

Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV-F  
August 14, 2017 

Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff  

 

SUBJECT: 

 

Action: Deny Claim for Damages from Adonis Serna dated July 24, 2017 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

A claim can be filed by any person who believes he or she has been injured or damaged by a 

public entity or a public employee.  The person must file a written claim with the public entity, 

and the entity must reject it before a lawsuit against the entity and/or employee may be filed in 

court. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

The City of Woodlake has received a claim for damages from Adonis Serna.  The claim is 

attached for reference. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

Staff recommends that Council authorize the approval to deny the claim for damage from Adonis 

Serna. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

There is no fiscal impact. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:    

 

1. Claim dated July 24, 2017 
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City of Woodlake 
 

 

AGENDA ITEM V-A  
August 14, 2017 

Prepared by Jason Waters, City Staff  
 

SUBJECT: 

 

Action: Adoption of Resolution: Receive Public Comments, Waive 2nd  Reading, Adopt 

Ordinances Removing, Amending or Adding Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Businesses, Chapter 8.50 

Medical Marijuana, 8.51 Mobile Marijuana Dispensaries, Chapter 17.22.03 Neighborhood 

Commercial Conditional Uses, Chapter 17.24.03 Central Commercial Conditional Uses, 17.24.04 

Central Commercial Prohibited Uses, and Chapter 17.32.04 Light Industrial Conditional Uses of 

the Woodlake Municipal Code 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

The City is introducing the following ordinances: 
 

Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Businesses - The provisions of this ordinance will repeal Chapter 8.50 

Medical Marijuana and 8.51 Mobile Marijuana Dispensaries and create new guidelines for 

cannabis operations and sales within the City of Woodlake. The ordinance also establishes a 

process by which entities can apply for cannabis licenses within the City of Woodlake. 

 

Chapter 17.22.03 Neighborhood Commercial Conditional Uses - The provisions of this 

ordinance are intended to add “Cannabis Dispensary” as a conditional use within the 

Neighborhood Commercial zone. 

 

Chapter 17.24.03 Central Commercial Conditional Uses - The provisions of this ordinance are 

intended to add “Cannabis Dispensary” as a conditional use within the Central Commercial zone. 

 

Chapter 17.24.04 Central Commercial Prohibited Uses - The provisions of this ordinance are 

intended to remove “Marijuana Dispensaries” as a prohibited use within the Central Commercial 

zone. 

 

Chapter 17.32.04 Light Industrial Conditional Uses - The provisions of this ordinance are 

intended to add “Commercial Cannabis Businesses” as a conditional use within the Light Industrial 

zone. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

The purpose of this public hearing is to give citizens an opportunity to make their comments known 

regarding the proposed amendments and/or additions to the ordinances listed above.  

 

The City of Woodlake Planning Commission has reviewed the proposed amendments and has 

recommended approval. 

 

The first reading for the proposed ordinances took place at the July 24th City Council meeting.  
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

City staff recommends that City Council Receive Public Comments, Waive 2nd  Reading, Adopt 

Ordinances Removing, Amending or Adding Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Businesses, Chapter 8.50 

Medical Marijuana, 8.51 Mobile Marijuana Dispensaries, Chapter 17.22.03 Neighborhood 

Commercial Conditional Uses, Chapter 17.24.03 Central Commercial Conditional Uses, 17.24.04 

Central Commercial Prohibited Uses, and Chapter 17.32.04 Light Industrial Conditional Uses of 

the Woodlake Municipal Code 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Operations may generate an undetermined amount of revenue due to new 

cannabis businesses.  

 

ATTACHMENTS:    

 

1. Resolution: City staff recommends that City Council Receive Public Comments, Waive 

2nd  Reading, Adopt Ordinances Removing, Amending or Adding Chapter 5.48 Cannabis 

Businesses, Chapter 8.50 Medical Marijuana, 8.51 Mobile Marijuana Dispensaries, 

Chapter 17.22.03 Neighborhood Commercial Conditional Uses, Chapter 17.24.03 Central 

Commercial Conditional Uses, 17.24.04 Central Commercial Prohibited Uses, and 

Chapter 17.32.04 Light Industrial Conditional Uses of the Woodlake Municipal Code 

2. Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Operations  

3. Chapter 17 Zoning Amendments Updates 
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

In the matter of: 

 
RECEIVING PUBLIC COMMENTS AND ) 

WAIVING THE 2nd READING AND )     

ADOPTING ORDINANCES REMOVING, )           Resolution No.  

AMENDING OR ADDING CHAPTER 8.50, ) 

CHAPTER 8.51, CHAPTER 17.22.03, CHAPTER) 

17.24.03, CHAPTER 17.24.04, AND CHAPTER ) 

17.32.04      ) 
 

Councilmember_____, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. Receive public 

comments, waive 2nd  Reading, adopt ordinances removing, amending or adding Chapter 5.48 

Cannabis Businesses, Chapter 8.50 Medical Marijuana, 8.51 Mobile Marijuana Dispensaries, 

Chapter 17.22.03 Neighborhood Commercial Conditional Uses, Chapter 17.24.03 Central 

Commercial Conditional Uses, 17.24.04 Central Commercial Prohibited Uses, and Chapter 17.32.04 

Light Industrial Conditional Uses of the Woodlake Municipal Code 

WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake wishes to remove, amend, or add the following ordinances: 

Chapter 5.48 Cannabis Businesses - The provisions of this ordinance will repeal Chapter 8.50 

Medical Marijuana and 8.51 Mobile Marijuana Dispensaries and create new guidelines for cannabis 

operations and sales within the City of Woodlake. The ordinance also establishes a process by which 

entities can apply for cannabis licenses within the City of Woodlake. 

 

Chapter 17.22.03 Neighborhood Commercial Conditional Uses - The provisions of this ordinance 

are intended to add “Cannabis Dispensary” as a conditional use within the Neighborhood Commercial 

zone. 

 

Chapter 17.24.03 Central Commercial Conditional Uses - The provisions of this ordinance are 

intended to add “Cannabis Dispensary” as a conditional use within the Central Commercial zone. 

 

Chapter 17.24.04 Central Commercial Prohibited Uses - The provisions of this ordinance are 

intended to remove “Marijuana Dispensaries” as a prohibited use within the Central Commercial zone. 

 

Chapter 17.32.04 Light Industrial Conditional Uses - The provisions of this ordinance are intended 

to add “Commercial Cannabis Production” as a conditional use within the Light Industrial zone. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake wishes to amend the Municipal Code; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake held a public hearing at the July 24th, 2017 and August 14, 2017 

City Council meetings to receive comments regarding these ordinances; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE to receive public comments, 

waive the 2nd  Reading, and adopt ordinances removing, amending or adding Chapter 5.48 Cannabis 

Businesses, Chapter 8.50 Medical Marijuana, 8.51 Mobile Marijuana Dispensaries, Chapter 17.22.03 

Neighborhood Commercial Conditional Uses, Chapter 17.24.03 Central Commercial Conditional 
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Uses, 17.24.04 Central Commercial Prohibited Uses, and Chapter 17.32.04 Light Industrial 

Conditional Uses of the Woodlake Municipal Code. 

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember , and seconded by 

Councilmember and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held on August 14, 

2017. 

 

 AYES:  

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:  

      ____________________ 

      Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________ 

Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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ORDINANCE NO. 611 

 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER 8.50 AND  

CHAPTER 8.51 OFTHE WOODLAKE MUNICIPAL  

CODE AND ADDING CHAPTER 5.48 ALLOWING  

CANNABIS BUSINESSES AND ESTABLISHING 

PERMITTING PROCEDURES AND REGULATIONS 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. PURPOSE.  The provisions of this ordinance are intended in order to permit and 

regulate legal cannabis businesses in the City of Woodlake  

Section 2. CODE ENACTMENT.  Woodlake Municipal Code Chapter 8.50 and 8.51 are 

removed from the Woodlake Municipal Code. Woodlake Municipal Code Chapter 5.48 Cannabis 

Businesses is added and will read as follows: 

Chapter 5.48 

CANNABIS BUSINESSES 

5.48.010 – Definitions 

"Applicant" means a person who is required to file an application for a permit under this section. 

"Business Owner" means the owner(s) of the Cannabis Business. For publicly traded companies, 

owner means the chief executive officer or any person or entity with an aggregate ownership interest 

of 5% or more. For all other businesses, other than publicly traded companies, an owner is an 

individual that has an aggregate ownership of interest other than a lien or encumbrance, of 20% or 

more in the commercial cannabis business. 

"Cannabis" means all parts of the plant Cannabis sativa Linnaeus, Cannabis indica, or Cannabis 

ruderalis, or any other strain or varietal of the genus Cannabis that may exist or hereafter be 

discovered or developed that has psychoactive or medicinal properties, whether growing or not, 

including the seeds thereof. “Cannabis” also means cannabis as defined by Section 11018 of the 

Health and Safety Code as enacted by Chapter 1407 of the Statutes of 1972, and amended by the 

California Control, Regulate and Tax Adult Use of Cannabis Initiative, and as defined by other 

applicable State law. 

"Cannabis business" or “cannabis industry” means any business activity in the City relating to 

cannabis, including but not limited to cultivation (including nurseries), transportation, distribution, 

manufacture, compounding, conversion, processing, preparation, testing, storage, packaging, 

delivery and sales (wholesale and/or retail sales) of cannabis or cannabis products, whether or not 

carried on for gain or profit. A cannabis business does not include any business whose only 

relationship to cannabis or cannabis products is the production or sale of cannabis accessories. 

“Cannabis cultivation area” means the total aggregate area(s) of cannabis cultivation by a cannabis 

business as measured around the outermost perimeter of each separate and discrete area of cannabis 

cultivation at the dripline of the canopy expected at maturity and includes, but is not limited to, the 

space between plants within the cultivation area, the exterior dimensions of garden beds, garden 

plots, hoop houses, green houses, and each room or area where cannabis plants are grown, excluding 

non-production areas, as determined by the Community Development Director or his or her 

designee. 
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"Cannabis product" means any product containing cannabis, including, but not limited to, flowers, 

buds, oils, tinctures, concentrates, extractions, edibles and those products described in Section 

11018.1 of the Health and Safety Code. 

"Canopy" means all areas occupied by any portion of a cannabis plant, inclusive of all vertical 

planes, whether the areas are contiguous or noncontiguous. The plant canopy need not be contained 

to a single parcel of land in determining the total square footage that will be subject to tax under this 

Chapter. If mature plants are being cultivated using a shelving system, the surface area of each level 

shall be included in the total canopy calculation. 

“City” means the City of Woodlake, either the entity or its territorial limits, as the context requires. 

“City Council” or “Council” means the City Council of the City of Woodlake. 

"Collector” means the City’s Chief Financial Officer or his or her designee. 

"Commercial cannabis cultivation" means cultivation conducted by, for, or as part of a cannabis 

business. Commercial cannabis cultivation does not include personal medical cannabis cultivation, 

or cultivation for personal recreational use as authorized under the "Control, Regulate and Tax Adult 

Use of Marijuana Act" approved by the State’s voters on November 8, 2016, for which the individual 

receives no compensation whatsoever. 

“Commercial Cannabis Business” or “Cannabis Business” or “Cannabis Operation” means any 

commercial marijuana activity allowed under State Law and the implementing regulations, as State 

Law and the implementing regulations may be amended from time to time, and all uses permitted 

under any subsequently enacted State law pertaining to the same or similar uses for recreational 

cannabis. 

“Cannabis production” means the processes associated with the processing, extraction, 

manufacturing, testing, distribution and transportation of medical and non-medical cannabis 

products. 

"Commercial Cannabis Regulatory Permit" or " Regulatory Permit" means the permit required under 

this section to have a Cannabis Business. 

“Commingling” means the physical aggregation of harvest batches or nonmanufactured cannabis 

products by a licensee 

"Cultivation" means any activity involving the planting, growing, harvesting, drying, curing, 

grading, or trimming of cannabis. “Cultivation” also includes nurseries. In addition, and without 

limiting the foregoing, “cultivation” includes “cultivation” as defined in California Business and 

Professions Code section 19300.5 and any successor statute, as may be adopted and amended from 

time to time. 

“Delivery” means the commercial transfer of marijuana cannabis or marijuana cannabis products to 

a customer. “Delivery” also includes the use by a retailer of any technology platform owned and 

controlled by the retailer, or independently licensed under this division, that enables customers to 

arrange for or facilitate the commercial transfer by a licensed retailer of marijuana or marijuana 

products.  

“Delivery employee” means an individual employed by a licensed dispensary who delivers cannabis 

goods from the licensed dispensary premises to a physical address. 

"Dispensary" means a facility where cannabis or cannabis products, are offered, either individually 

or in combination, for retail sale, including an establishment that engages in delivery of cannabis or 

cannabis products as part of a retail sale. In addition, and without limiting the foregoing, 

“dispensary” includes “dispensary” as defined in California Business and Professions Code section 
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19300.5 and any successor statute, as may be adopted or amended from time to time. 

"Distributor'' means a person engaged in procuring cannabis from a cultivator, and/or procuring 

cannabis products from a manufacturer, for sale to a licensed commercial cannabis business. In 

addition, and without limiting the foregoing, “distributor” includes “distributor” as defined in 

California Business and Professions Code section 19300.5 and any successor statute, as may be 

adopted or amended from time to time.  

"Distribution" means the procurement, sale, and transport of cannabis or cannabis products between 

licensees. 

"Employee" means each and every person engaged in the operation or conduct of any cannabis 

business, whether as owner, member of the owner's family, partner, associate, agent, manager or 

solicitor, and each and every other person employed or working in such cannabis business for a 

wage, salary, commission, barter or any other form of compensation. 

"Gross Receipts," means the amount a Cannabis Operation received from all sources during its 

accounting period, without subtracting any costs or expenses. 

“Indoor cultivation” means the cultivation of cannabis within a structure using artificial light, at a 

rate greater than 25 watts per square foot. 

"Manufacturer" means a person who conducts the production, preparation, propagation, or 

compounding of cannabis or cannabis products either directly or indirectly or by extraction methods, 

or independently by means of chemical synthesis, or by a combination of extraction and chemical 

synthesis, or that packages or repackages cannabis or cannabis products or labels or re-labels its 

container.  In addition, and without limiting the foregoing, “manufacturer” includes “manufacturer” 

as defined in California Business and Professions Code section 19300.5 and any successor statute, 

as may be adopted or amended from time to time. 

“Mixed-light cultivation” means the cultivation of cannabis using light deprivation and/or artificial 

lighting below a rate of 25 watts per square foot.” 

''Nursery" means a person who produces cannabis clones, immature plants, and/or seeds for 

wholesale distribution, used specifically for the planting, propagation, and cultivation of cannabis. 

In addition, and without limiting the foregoing, “nursery” includes “nursery” as defined in California 

Business and Professions Code section 19300.5 and any successor statute, as may be adopted or 

amended from time to time. 

"Operator" means the Business Owner and any other person designated by the Business Owner as 

responsible for the day to day Cannabis business operation. 

"Personal medical cannabis cultivation" means cultivation, by either a qualified patient who 

cultivates cannabis exclusively for his or her personal medical use or by a caregiver who cultivates 

cannabis exclusively for medical use by qualified patients and who is exempt from State licensing 

requirements under the State Medical Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act. 

“Premises” means the designated structure or structures and land specified in the application that is 

owned, leased, or otherwise held under the control of the applicant or licensee where the commercial 

cannabis activity will be or is conducted. The premises shall be a contiguous area and shall only be 

occupied by one licensee. 

"Responsible Party" shall mean the Business Owner, Operator, manager(s), and any employee 

having significant control over the cannabis businesses operations. 

"State" means the State of California. 

“State Law” means all regulations and laws pertaining to Cannabis Business in the State of 
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California. 

"State license," means a State license issued pursuant to California Business & Professions Code 

Sections 19300, et seq. or other applicable State law. 

“Testing means a laboratory, facility, or entity in the State, that offers or performs tests of cannabis 

or cannabis products and that is both of the following: 

1) Accredited by an accrediting body that is independent from all other persons involved in 

commercial marijuana cannabis activity in the State. 

 2) Registered and Licensed by the State Department of Public Health. 

“Transport” means the transfer of cannabis or cannabis products from the permitted business 

location of one licensee to the permitted business location of another licensee, for the purposes of 

conducting commercial cannabis activity authorized pursuant to this chapter. 

 

5.48.020 Cannabis Production Permitted Uses and Zoning.  

 

Business Owners meeting the requirements of this section shall be allowed to conduct the following 

Commercial Cannabis activities in the I - Light Industrial district of the City: 

 

• Cultivation – Indoor or Mixed Light Only 

• Manufacturing. 

• Testing. 

• Distribution. 

• Transportation. 

 

The Commercial Cannabis Operations shall at all times be in compliance with this section as it may 

be amended from time to time or repealed and replaced by another section governing the 

Commercial Cannabis Operations. 

 

5.48.030 Commercial Cannabis Business Minimum Operational Requirements and 

Restrictions.  

 

The following operational requirements and restrictions shall apply to all commercial cannabis 

manufacturing, testing, distribution, transportation and cultivation and as described in 5.48.020. 

 

A. State Law. The Commercial Cannabis Business shall at all times be in compliance with State 

Law and the implementing regulations, as they may be amended from time to time, as well as 

all required State license(s) under State Law, and any other applicable State law. The Operator 

shall obtain required licenses under State Law prior to opening for business, or if the State is 

not ready to issue licenses under State Law prior to the time of opening, within twelve (12) 

months of the State being ready to issue the required license(s). Provided, however, that the 

Operator shall at all times be in compliance with all other requirements of State Law and 

implementing regulations, and any other applicable State law, regardless of the timing of the 

issuance of a license under State Law. If the Operator uses the approved Cannabis operations 

for commercial recreational cannabis, the Operator shall meet or exceed the health and safety 

requirements of State Law in any operations relating to recreational cannabis. 

 

B. Register of Employees. The Operator shall maintain a current register of the names of persons 

required to have Employee Permits. The register shall be available to the Police Chief or the 

Police Chief’s designee at all times immediately upon request. 
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C. Signage. There shall be no signage or markings on the Premises, or off-site, which in any way 

evidences that Commercial Cannabis Businesses are occurring on the property. Interior building 

signage is permissible provided the signage is not visible outside of the building. 

 

D. Cannabis Consumption. No cannabis shall be smoked, ingested or otherwise consumed on the 

Premises without prior City approval. Adequate signage of this prohibition shall be displayed 

throughout the facility. 

  

E. Alcoholic Beverages. Alcohol for personal consumption shall not be provided, stored, kept, 

located, sold, dispensed, or used on the Premises. 

 

F. Transportation. Transportation shall only be conducted according to activity permitted by State 

law. 

 

G. Distribution. There shall be no deliveries from the Premises of cannabis or cannabis containing 

products except to another local licensed or permitted cannabis business. 

 

H. Retail Sales. The retail sale of cannabis is expressly prohibited. 

 

I. Public Access. There shall be no public access to the Premises without prior written 

authorization from the Police Chief or the Police Chief’s designee. 

 

J. Minors. It shall be unlawful for any Operator to employ any person who is not at least twenty-

one (21) years of age, or any older age if set by the State. 

 

K. Distance separation from schools. Commercial Cannabis Business shall comply with the 

distance separation requirements from schools as required by State law. In addition, a Cannabis 

operation shall not be located within 1000 feet from any existing school or proposed school site 

as identified in the General Plan. Measurements shall be from property boundary to property 

boundary. For purposes of this section, school means any public or private school providing 

instruction in kindergarten or grades 1-12, inclusive, but does not include any private school in 

which education is primarily conducted in private homes. 

 

L. Hours of Operation. Commercial cannabis operations shall be allowed to operate per the 

requirements of the underlying zone district and subject to the City's noise and nuisance 

ordinances.  Deliveries to the commercial cannabis business may only take place during regular 

business hours 

 

M. Building and Related Codes. Commercial cannabis operations shall be subject to the following 

requirements: 

 

1. The Premises in which the Cannabis business occur shall comply with all applicable local, 

State and federal laws, rules, and regulations including, but not limited to, building codes 

and the Americans with Disabilities Act, as certified by the Building Official of the City. The 

Operator shall obtain all required building permits and comply with all applicable City 

standards. 

 

2. The Responsible Party shall ensure that the Premises has sufficient electrical load for the 

Cannabis production. The use of generators is prohibited other than for temporary 

emergency use. 

  

3. Butane and other flammable materials are permitted to be used for extraction and processing 
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provided the Operator complies with all applicable fire and building codes, and any other 

laws and regulations relating to the use of those products, to ensure the safety of that 

operation. Employee training records and safety equipment must be maintained and all 

equipment must be compliant with State safety regulations in §§40100 – 41099 and as they 

may be amended. The Woodlake Fire Department shall inspect and approve the Premises 

for use of the products prior to City's issuance of a certificate of occupancy, or otherwise 

prior to opening for business, to ensure compliance with this requirement. 

 

4. The Operator shall comply with all laws and regulations pertaining to use of commercial 

kitchen facilities for the Cannabis production. 

 

5. The Operator shall comply with all environmental laws and regulations pertaining to the 

Cannabis production, including the use, storage, and disposal of water and pesticides, and 

shall otherwise use best practices to avoid environmental harm. The cannabis business must 

provide proof of a Board of Equalization Seller’s Permit. 

 

N. Odor control. Cannabis businesses shall provide a sufficient odor absorbing ventilation and 

exhaust system so that odor generated inside the facility that is distinctive to its operation is not 

detected outside the Premises, outside the building housing the Cannabis business, or anywhere 

on adjacent property or public rights-of-way. As such, Cannabis businesses must install and 

maintain the following equipment or any other equipment which the City's Building Official 

determines has the same or better effectiveness, if a smell extends beyond a property line: 

 

1. An exhaust air filtration system with odor control that prevents internal odors and pollen 

from being emitted externally; or an air system that creates negative air pressure between 

the cannabis facility's interior and exterior so that the odors generated inside the cannabis 

facility are not detectable outside the cannabis facility. 

 

O. Consumable Products. Cannabis businesses that manufacture products in the form of food or 

other comestibles shall obtain and maintain the appropriate approvals from the State 

Department of Public Health for the provision of food or other comestibles, unless otherwise 

governed by State Law and licensed by the State. The distance specified in this section shall be 

measured in the same manner as provided in subdivision (c) of Section 11362.768 of the Health 

and Safety Code unless otherwise provided by law. 

 

P. The City does not allow the outdoor commercial cultivation of cannabis products. 

 

Q. Secure Building. All commercial cannabis operations shall occur entirely inside of a building 

that shall be secure, locked, and fully enclosed, with a ceiling, roof or top. The building shall 

include a burglar alarm monitored by an alarm company or private security company. The 

building, including all walls, doors, and the roof, shall be of solid construction meeting the 

minimum building code requirements for industrial structures (including, without limitation, 

commercial greenhouse structures), and include material strong enough to prevent entry except 

through an open door. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the roof may be of solid translucent 

material provided other security measures exist to ensure that the Cannabis Operation cannot 

be seen, herd or smelled beyond the property line. The precise building construction and 

material to be used shall be identified and provided to the City prior to construction and 

provided with the application. 

 

R. Premises Security. The following security conditions shall apply: 

 

1. Alarm System (both perimeter, fire and panic). 
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2. Remote monitoring of alarm systems. 

 

3. Perimeter lighting systems (motion sensor) for after-hours security. 

 

4. Perimeter security and lighting as approved by the Police Chief and Community 

Development Director. 

 

5. Use of drive gates with card key access or similar to access the facility.  

 

6. Entrance areas to be locked at all times and under the control of a designated Responsible 

Party. 

 

7. Use of access control systems to limit access to grow and processing areas. 

 

8. Exterior and interior camera systems approved by the Police Chief. The camera systems shall 

meet the minimum requirements of State Law, include interior monitoring of all access points 

of the site from the interior, and be of a minimum 5 mega pixel in resolution. 

 

9. All security systems at the site are attached to an unintenuptable power supply that provide 

24 hour of power. 

 

10. 24-hour security patrols by a recognized security company licensed by the California 

Department of Consumer Affairs or otherwise acceptable to the Police Chief. 

 

11. All current contact information regarding the security company shall be provided to the 

Police Chief. 

 

12. Woodlake Police Department or Department designee shall have access to all security 

systems. 

 

13. Subject to the provisions below regarding the use and handling of Confidential Information, 

IP access for remote monitoring of security cameras by the Woodlake Police Department 

or Department designee. 

 

14. Subject to the provisions below regarding the use and handling of Confidential Information, 

any and all video or audio tape recordings made for security or other purposes shall be 

marked with the date and time made and shall be kept, in an unaltered state, for a period of 

thirty (30) days and must be made available to the Woodlake Police Department or 

Department designee for duplication upon demand. In addition, upon request by the 

Woodlake Police Department the Responsible Party shall duplicate the records for the 

Woodlake Police Department or Department designee. 

 

15. Hardened bullet resistant windows for exterior windows as part of any new or existing 

construction. 

 

16. Accounting software systems need to be in place to provide audit trails of both product and 

cash, where applicable. 

 

17. Electronic track and trace systems for cannabis products as approved by the Police Chief or 

or Police Chief’s designee as required by State law. 
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18. Premises may be inspected and records of the Business Owner audited by the City for 

compliance on a quarterly basis. 

 

19. State of the art network security protocols and equipment need to be in place to protect 

computer information. 

 

20. The foregoing requirements shall be approved by the Police Chief  or the Police Chief’s 

designee prior to commencing operations. The Police Chief may supplement these security 

requirements once operations begin, subject to review by the City Council if requested by 

the Business Owner. 

 

21. The City, Police Chief, Police Department employees, and any other law enforcement 

official acting under the direction of the Police Chief who access the Premises and video 

and/or audio feeds or recordings of the Premises ("Recipients") may receive or be provided 

with confidential information relating to the Cannabis business, which may include the 

following: data, records, plans, and matters relating to customers, vendors, tenants, 

agreements, and business records (collectively "Confidential Information"). 

 

22. To the extent Confidential Information is acquired without a warrant from access to the 

Premises and video and/or audio feeds or recordings as authorized under this section, the 

Recipients shall, to the maximum extent possible, keep such Confidential Information 

confidential and not disclose the Confidential Information to any third parties. Provided, 

however, that the Recipients may disclose Confidential Information to the State or Federal 

courts in California in connection with any criminal law enforcement action against the 

Business Owner or Operator, (including its employees, contractors and agents conducting 

business within the Premises) arising from or related to the Cannabis business, but only to 

the extent it is necessary and relevant to such criminal prosecution , and the Recipients shall 

file any such documents under seal to the extent they contain any Confidential Information. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the City may disclose Confidential Information: 

 

a. As may be required by the California Public Records Act or pursuant to a civil subpoena, 

provided however, the City shall notify the Operator and provide the Operator with a 

reasonable opportunity to obtain a protective order before disclosing the Confidential 

Information. 

 

b. In connection with any City enforcement proceeding relating to compliance with City's 

Municipal Code and this section, but only to the extent the Confidential Information is 

relevant to the proceeding. 

 

23. Deliveries of Supplies and Transportation of Product. The following rules apply to the 

deliveries and transportation: 

 

a. Deliveries to the Premises of supplies shall only occur as provided for in the diagram and 

floor plan on file with the City as part of the application process. Delivery vehicles shall 

not have any markings indicating that deliveries are being made to a commercial cannabis 

operation. During business hours, any shipment of cannabis goods accepted by the 

licensed dispensary shall not enter the premises through an entrance that is available for 

use by the public to enter or exit the premises. During business hours, any shipment of 

medical cannabis goods accepted by the licensed dispensary shall not enter the premises 

through an entrance that is available for use by the public to enter or exit the premises 

 

b. The transportation of cannabis samples and product to and from the Premises shall be in 
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unmarked vehicles with no indication that the vehicles are transporting cannabis samples 

and products. The Responsible Party shall stagger transportation times, vary routes from 

the facility, and take other security measures as requested by the Police Chief. 

 

24. Premises Maintenance. The Business Owner, Operator, and all Responsible Parties shall 

continually maintain the Premises and its infrastructure so that it is visually attractive and 

not dangerous to the health, safety and general welfare of employees, patrons, surrounding 

properties, and the general public. The Premises or Commercial Cannabis Operation shall 

not be maintained in a manner that causes a public or private nuisance. 

 

25. Location of Uses. The Commercial Cannabis Operation permitted by this section shall only 

be allowed in the locations designated on the diagram and floor plan of the Premises 

submitted with the application for a Regulatory Permit. The Commercial Cannabis 

Operation shall not operate at any place other than the address of the Cannabis Operation 

stated in the Regulatory Permit. 

 

26. Commercial Cannabis Regulatory Permit. No person or entity shall operate a Commercial 

Cannabis Operation within the City of Woodlake without first obtaining a Commercial 

Cannabis Regulatory Permit from the City. The Regulatory Permit shall be site specific and 

shall specifically identify the commercial cannabis activity that will be allowed at that site. 

No commercial cannabis activity will be allowed unless specifically identified in the 

Regulatory Permit. 

 

27. Commercial Cannabis Conditional Use Permit. Prior to, or concurrently with, applying for 

a Regulatory Permit, the Applicant shall process a Commercial Cannabis Conditional Use 

Permit. Information that may be duplicative in the two applications can be incorporated by 

reference.  The Cannabis Conditional Use Permit shall run with the Regulatory Permit and 

not the land. 

 

5.48.040 Cannabis Dispensaries Permitted Uses and Zoning.  

 

A. Business Owners meeting the requirements of this section shall be allowed to conduct Cannabis 

Dispensary Operations in the I-Light Industrial, CC-Central Commercial or CN – 

Neighborhood Commercial zone districts of the City: The Cannabis Dispensary Operation shall 

at all times be in compliance with this section as it may be amended from time to time or 

repealed and replaced by another section governing the Cannabis Dispensary operation. 

 

5.48.050 Cannabis Dispensaries Requirements and Restrictions.  

 

A. The City of Woodlake will limit the number regulatory permits for dispensaries to one permit 

plus an additional permit per every 5,000 residents. 

 

B. The City will conduct a request for regulatory permit applications when dispensary regulatory 

permits are available.   

 

C. State Law and Other State Laws. The Cannabis dispensary shall at all times be in compliance 

with State Law and the implementing regulations, as they may be amended from time to time, 

as well as all required State license(s) under State Law, and any other applicable State law. The 

Operator shall obtain required licenses under State Law prior to opening for business, or if the 

State is not ready to issue licenses under State Law prior to the time of opening, within twelve 

(12) months of the State being ready to issue the required license(s). Provided, however, that 

the Operator shall at all times be in compliance with all other requirements of State Law and 
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implementing regulations, and any other applicable State law, regardless of the timing of the 

issuance of a license under State Law. The Operator shall meet or exceed the health and safety 

requirements of State Law in any operations relating to recreational cannabis. 

 

D. Register of Employees. The Operator shall maintain a current register of the names of persons 

required to have Employee Permits. The register shall be available to the Police Chief at all 

times immediately upon request. All agents, officers, or other persons acting for or employed 

by a licensee shall display a laminated identification badge issued by the licensee. The 

identification badge shall, at a minimum, include the licensee’s “doing business as” name and 

license number, the employee’s first and last name, and a color photograph of the employee 

that shows the full front of the employee’s face and that is at least 2 inches by 2 inches in size. 

 

E. Labeling. All cannabis products offered to customers at a retail location must provide testing 

and labeling at a minimum as required by State law and in compliance with any additional City 

regulations and as they may be amended 

 

F. Signage. All signage shall be approved by the City of Woodlake and consistent with the City’s 

Signage Ordinances.  

 

G. Alcoholic Beverages. Alcohol for personal consumption shall not be provided, stored, kept, 

located, sold, dispensed, or used on the Premises. 

 

H. Transportation. Transportation shall only be conducted according to activity permitted by State 

law. 

 

I. Distribution. There shall be no deliveries to or from the Premises of cannabis or cannabis 

containing products except to local licensed or permitted cannabis business. 

 

J. Minors. It shall be unlawful for any Operator to employ any person who is not at least twenty-

one (21) years of age, or any older age if set by the State. 

 

K. Distance separation from schools. Cannabis dispensaries shall comply with the distance 

separation requirements from schools as required by State law. In addition, a Cannabis 

Dispensary shall not be located within 1000 feet from any existing school or proposed school 

site as identified in the General Plan. Measurements shall be from property boundary to property 

boundary. For purposes of this section, school means any public or private school providing 

instruction in kindergarten or grades 1-12, inclusive, but does not include any private school in 

which education is primarily conducted in private homes. The distance specified in this section 

shall be measured in the same manner as provided in subdivision (c) of Section 11362.768 of 

the Health and Safety Code unless otherwise provided by law. 

 

L. Hours of Operation. Cannabis Dispensaries shall be allowed to operate per the requirements of 

the underlying zone district and subject to the City's noise and nuisance ordinances but in no 

case shall exceed the minimum State standards or open before 6 a.m. or remain open after 9 

p.m. Pacific time. 

 

M. Building and Related Codes. The Cannabis Dispensary shall be subject to the following 

requirements: 

 

1. The Premises in which the Cannabis Dispensary operations occur shall comply with all 

applicable local, State and federal laws, rules, and regulations including, but not limited to, 

building codes and the Americans with Disabilities Act, as certified by the Building Official 
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of the City. The Operator shall obtain all required building permits and comply with all 

applicable City standards. 

 

N. Secure Building. All Cannabis Dispensary operations shall occur entirely inside of a building 

that shall be secure, locked, and fully enclosed, with a ceiling, roof or top. The building shall 

include a burglar alarm monitored by an alarm company or private security company. The 

building, including all walls, doors, and the roof, shall be of solid construction meeting the 

minimum building code requirements for commercial structures and include material strong 

enough to prevent entry except through an open door.  

 

O. Premises Security. The following security conditions shall apply: 

 

1. Alarm System (both perimeter, fire and panic). A licensee shall maintain an alarm system as 

defined in Business and Professions Code section 7590.1(n). A licensee shall ensure a 

licensed alarm company operator or one or more of its registered alarm agents installs, 

maintains, monitors, and responds to the alarm system 

 

2. Remote monitoring of alarm systems. 

 

3. Exterior lighting systems for after-hours security. 

 

4. Exterior and interior camera systems approved by the Police Chief. The camera systems shall 

meet the minimum requirements of State Law, include interior monitoring of all access points 

of the site from the interior, and be of a minimum 5 mega pixels in resolution. Cameras shall 

record continuously 24 hours per day and at a minimum of 20 frames per second. Areas 

monitored are defined by State law.  

 

5. All security systems at the site are attached to an uninterruptable power supply that provide 

continuous power. 

 

6. Woodlake Police Department or Department designee shall have access to all security 

systems. 

 

7. Subject to the provisions below regarding the use and handling of Confidential Information, 

IP access for remote monitoring of security cameras by the Woodlake Police Department or 

Department designee. 

 

8. Subject to the provisions below regarding the use and handling of Confidential Information, 

any and all video or audio tape recordings made for security or other purposes shall be 

marked with the date and time made and shall be kept, in an unaltered state, for a period of 

thirty (30) days and must be made available to the Woodlake Police Department or 

Department designee for duplication upon demand. In addition, upon request by the 

Woodlake Police Department the Responsible Party shall duplicate the records for the 

Woodlake Police Department or Department designee. 

 

9. Hardened bullet resistant windows for exterior windows as part of any new or existing 

construction. 

 

10. Accounting software systems need to be in place to provide audit trails of both product and 

cash, where applicable. 

 

11. Electronic track and trace systems for cannabis products as approved by the City and as 
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required by State law. 

 

12. Premises may be inspected and records of the Business Owner audited by the City for 

compliance on a quarterly basis or at any reasonable time at the City’s discretion. 

 

13. State of the art network security protocols and equipment need to be in place to protect 

computer information. 

 

14. The foregoing requirements shall be approved by the Police Chief prior to commencing 

operations. The Police Chief may supplement these security requirements once operations 

begin, subject to review by the City Council if requested by the Business Owner. 

 

15. The City, Police Chief, Police Department employees, and any other law enforcement 

official acting under the direction of the Police Chief who access the Premises and video 

and/or audio feeds or recordings of the Premises ("Recipients") may receive or be provided 

with confidential information relating to the Cannabis dispensary, which may include the 

following: data, records, plans, and matters relating to customers, vendors, tenants, 

agreements, and business records (collectively "Confidential Information").To the extent 

Confidential Information is acquired without a warrant for access to the Premises and video 

and/or audio feeds or recordings as authorized under this section, the Recipients shall, to the 

maximum extent possible, keep such Confidential Information confidential and not disclose 

the Confidential Information to any third parties. Provided, however, that the Recipients may 

disclose Confidential Information to the State or Federal courts in California in connection 

with any criminal law enforcement action against the Business Owner or Operator, 

(including its employees, contractors and agents conducting business within the Premises) 

arising from or related to the Cannabis dispensary, but only to the extent it is necessary and 

relevant to such criminal prosecution , and the Recipients shall file any such documents under 

seal to the extent they contain any Confidential Information. Notwithstanding the foregoing, 

the City may disclose Confidential Information: 

 

a. As may be required by the California Public Records Act or pursuant to a civil subpoena, 

provided however, the City shall notify the Operator and provide the Operator with a 

reasonable opportunity to obtain a protective order before disclosing the Confidential 

Information 

b. In connection with any City enforcement proceeding relating to compliance with City's 

Municipal Code and this section, but only to the extent the Confidential Information is 

relevant to the proceeding. 

 

P. Delivery. 

a. All deliveries of cannabis goods must be performed by a delivery employee of a licensed 

dispensary. 

b. Each delivery employee of a licensed dispensary shall be at least 21 years of age. 

c. A licensed dispensary shall not use the services of an independent contractor or courier 

service to deliver cannabis goods. 

d. All deliveries of cannabis goods shall be made in person. A delivery of medical cannabis 

goods shall not be made through the use of an unmanned vehicle. 

e. A delivery employee begins the process of delivering when the delivery employee 

leaves the dispensary premises with the cannabis goods for delivery. The process of 

delivering ends when the delivery employee returns to the licensed dispensary premises 

after delivering the medical cannabis goods to the medical cannabis patients or primary 

caregivers. 

f. A delivery employee of a licensed dispensary shall, during deliveries, carry a copy of 
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the dispensary’s current license, the employee’s government-issued identification, and 

an employer provided badge containing a picture and the name of the delivery 

employee. 

g. A licensed dispensary shall maintain an accurate list of the dispensary’s delivery 

employees. 

 

Q. Deliveries of Supplies and Transportation of Product. The following rules apply to the 

deliveries and transportation:  

 

1. Deliveries to the Premises of supplies shall only occur as provided for in the diagram and 

floor plan on file with the City as part of the application process. Delivery vehicles shall not 

have any markings indicating that deliveries are being made to a Cannabis Dispensary. 

 

2. The transportation of cannabis samples and product to and from the Premises shall be in 

unmarked vehicles with no indication that the vehicles are transporting cannabis samples and 

products. The Responsible Party shall stagger transportation times, vary routes from the 

facility, and take other security measures as requested by the Police Chief. 

 

R. Premises Maintenance. The Business Owner, Operator, and all Responsible Parties shall 

continually maintain the Premises and its infrastructure so that it is visually attractive and not 

dangerous to the health, safety and general welfare of employees, patrons, surrounding 

properties, and the general public. The Premises of the Cannabis Dispensary shall not be 

maintained in a manner that causes a public or private nuisance. 

 

S. Commercial Cannabis Regulatory Permit. No person or entity shall operate a Cannabis 

Dispensary within the City of Woodlake without first obtaining a Cannabis Regulatory Permit 

from the City. The Regulatory Permit shall be site specific and shall specifically identify the 

commercial cannabis activity that will be allowed at that site. No commercial cannabis activity 

will be allowed unless specifically identified in the Regulatory Permit. 

 

T. Conditional Use Permit. Prior to, or concurrently with, applying for a Regulatory Permit, the 

Applicant shall process a Conditional Use Permit as required by the City's Land Use 

Regulations. Information that may be duplicative in the two applications can be incorporated 

by reference.  The Conditional Use Permit shall run with the Regulatory Permit and not the 

land. 

 

5.48.060 Regulatory Permit Required  

 

A. Applications for Regulatory Permits shall be filed by the proposed Business Owner(s) with the 

City and include the information set forth herein. The City may request such additional 

information as they deem necessary to determine who the applicant is. 

 

The applicant shall certify under penalty of perjury that all the information contained in the 

application is true and correct. The application shall contain the following items for the Business 

Owner, Operator and all Responsible Parties known at the time (if different than the Business 

Owner), and any other party designated below, to the extent the same shall apply: 

 

1. The full name, present address, and telephone number, including such information to the 

Premises Owner. 

 

2. Date of birth. 
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3. Tax identification number. 

 

4. The address to which notices relating to the application is to be mailed. 

 

5. Previous addresses for the five (5) years immediately preceding the present. 

 

6. The height, weight, color of eyes and hair. 

 

7. Photographs for identification purposes (photographs shall be taken by the Police 

Department). 

 

8. All business, occupation, or employment for the five (5) years immediately preceding 

the date of submittal of the application form. 

 

9. The Cannabis Operation business history, including whether the Business Owner and 

Responsible Parties while previously operating in this or another city, county or state has 

had a cannabis related license revoked or suspended, the reason therefore, and the 

business or activity or occupation subsequent to such action of suspension or revocation. 

 

10. Complete property ownership and lease details, where applicable. If the Business Owner 

is not the Premises Owner, the application form must be accompanied with a notarized 

acknowledgment from the Premises Owner that Cannabis sales will occur on its property. 

 

11. A descriptive business plan for the Cannabis Operation, including a detailed list of all 

Cannabis Business activities proposed to occur on the Premises. 

 

12. A diagram and floor plan of the entire Premises, denoting all the use of areas proposed 

for Cannabis production, including, but not necessarily limited to, cultivation, 

processing, manufacturing, testing, transportation, deliveries, and storage.  

 

For Cannabis Dispensaries, the floor plan should show the layout and design of the 

building. The diagram and floor plan need not be professionally prepared, but must be 

drawn to a designated scale or drawn with marked dimensions of the interior of the 

Premises to an accuracy of plus or minus six (6) inches. 

 

13. The name or names of the Operator. The Operator shall designate one or more 

Responsible Parties, one of which shall at all times be available as a point of contact for 

the City, 24 hours per day. The contact information and schedule of the Operator and 

Responsible Parties shall be provided to the Police Chief and updated within twenty-four 

(24) hours of any changes. 

 

14. The proposed security arrangements for insuring the safety of persons and to protect the 

Premises from theft. 

 

15. An accurate straight-line drawing prepared within thirty (30) days prior to the application 

depicting the building and the portion thereof to be occupied by the Cannabis Operation 

and the property line of any school or any other sensitive use as set forth in the 

Operational Requirements. 

 

16. Authorization for the City, its agents and employees to seek verification of the 

information submitted. 
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B. Improper or Incomplete Application. If the applicant has completed the application improperly, 

or if the application is incomplete, the Police Chief shall, within thirty (30) days of receipt of 

the original application, notify the applicant of such fact. The Applicant shall have 15 days to 

remedy or correct the application. After 15 days, the application will be deemed abandoned and 

the Applicant shall begin the application process again. 

 

C. Changes in Information. Except as may otherwise be provided, the information provided in this 

subsection shall be updated to the Police Chief upon any change within ten (10) days. 

 

D. Other Permits or Licenses. The fact that an applicant possesses other types of State or City 

permits or licenses does not exempt the applicant from the requirement of obtaining a 

Regulatory Permit. 

  

5.48.070 Employee Permit Required  

 

A. Every employee or independent contractor working at a Cannabis Operation or involved in 

transportation/delivery related services for a Cannabis Business shall obtain an Employee 

Permit. It shall be the duty of the Operator to ensure that Employee Permits are obtained 

from the Police Department prior to the employee or independent contractor commencing 

work. Persons who are listed as a Business Owner on a Regulatory Permit shall not be 

required to obtain an Employee Permit if such person also serves as an employee or 

contractor. All Responsible Parties, except the Business Owner, shall be required to obtain 

an Employee Permit. 

 

B. Each employee and independent contractor shall be required to provide the following 

information under penalty of perjury, so that the Police Department can perform a 

background check: 

 

1. Name, current resident address, and telephone number. 

 

2. Date of birth. 

 

3. Tax identification number. 

 

4. Height, weight, color of eyes, and hair. 

 

5. Photographs for identification purposes (photographs shall be taken by the Police 

Department). 

 

6. Be fingerprinted by the Police Department. 

 

7. Such other identification and information as deemed necessary by the Police Chief and 

pertinent to the Employee Permit. 

 

8. Authorization for the City, its agents and employees to seek verification of the 

information contained within the application. 

 

9. The name of the Business Owner holding the Regulatory Permit and the Operator for 

which such person is proposed to work. 
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5.48.080 Application Fees  

 

Every new application for a Regulatory Permit, Employee Permit, or renewal shall be accompanied 

by a nonrefundable fee, as established by resolution of City Council. This fee shall be in addition 

to any other business license, tax, or permit fee imposed by this Code or other governmental 

agencies. The fee shall include an amount to cover the costs of fingerprinting, photographing, 

background checks as well as general ongoing monitoring for compliance and processing of the 

application. 

 

5.48.090 Investigation and Action on Application. 

 

A. Upon the filing of a properly completed application and the payment of the fee, the Police Chief 

shall conduct an investigation of the application, including a background check of the applicant 

and all employees and independent contractors. All applicants for a Regulatory Permit and 

Employee Permit shall be required to submit to a fingerprint-based criminal history records 

check conducted by the Woodlake Police Department. 

 

B. For Regulatory Permits, after the background checks and investigation are complete, and in no 

case later than ninety (90) days after receipt of a properly completed application, the City shall 

issue a recommendation that the City Council approve or deny a Regulatory Permit in 

accordance with the provisions of this section. The recommendation for approval shall include 

conditions the City deems reasonable under the circumstances to protect the public health, 

safety, and welfare of the community. The recommendation shall be forwarded to the City 

Council for action following any required noticing and public hearings, and may be processed 

concurrently with any other entitlements necessary for the Cannabis Operation. 

 

C. For Employee Permits, after the background checks and investigation are complete, and in no 

case later than thirty (30) days after receipt of a properly completed application, the Police Chief 

shall either approve or deny an Employee Permit. At the discretion of the Police Chief, 

Employee Permits may be conditionally approved pending the background investigation. 

 

5.48.100 Term of Permits and Renewals. 

 

A. Regulatory Permits issued under this Chapter shall expire on December 31st  each year. 

Applications for renewal shall be made at least forty-five (45) days prior to the expiration date 

of the permit and shall be accompanied by the nonrefundable fee referenced in this section.   

When made less than forty-five (45) days before the expiration date, the expiration of the permit 

will not be stayed.  Applications for renewal shall be acted on similar to applications for permits 

except that the Police Chief shall renew annual permits for additional one year periods if the 

circumstances and information provided with the initial application have not materially 

changed. Regulatory fees may be pro-rated based on the term of the Regulatory Permit.  

 

5.48.110 Grounds for Denial of Regulatory Permit. 

 

The grounds for denial of a Regulatory Permit shall be one or more of the following: 

 

A. The business or conduct of the business at a particular location is prohibited by any local or 

State law, statute, rule or regulation. 

 

B. The Business Owner or Operator has been issued a local or State permit related to Cannabis 

operations at any other location in California, or another state, and that permit was suspended 

or revoked, or the Business Owner or Operator has had disciplinary action relating to the permit. 
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C. The Business Owner or Operator has knowingly made a false statement of material fact or has 

knowingly omitted to state a material fact in the application. 

 

D. Consistent with State Law or other applicable State law, the Business Owner or Operator, or 

any Responsible Person, has been: 

 

1. Convicted of a serious or violent offense as listed under California Penal Code sections 667.5 

and 1192.7(c); or 

 

2. Convicted of any of the offenses listed in Business and Professions Code section 19323; or. 

 

3. Convicted of a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude as defined under State law (generally 

crimes relating to theft and dishonesty) within the five (5) years preceding the date of the 

application; or 

 

4. Convicted of a felony involving the illegal use, possession, transportation, distribution or 

similar activities related to controlled substances, as defined in the Federal Controlled 

Substances Act, unless the individual has received a Certificate of Rehabilitation as defined 

in the Act; or 

 

5. Has engaged in misconduct related to the qualifications, functions or duties of a permittee, 

such as lying on an application, falsifying legal documents, or anything that would otherwise 

ban the permittee from obtaining a State license under State Law. 

 

6. Consistent with State Law or other applicable State law, the Business Owner or Operator has 

engaged in unlawful, fraudulent, unfair, or deceptive business acts or practices. 

 

7. The Business Owner or Operator is under twenty-one (21) years of age, or any older other 

age set by the State. 

 

8. The Cannabis Operation does not comply with the zoning ordinance standards of the City of 

Woodlake or the development standards set forth in this Title. 

 

9. The required annual business license fee, annual regulatory fee or revenue raising fee has not 

been paid. 

 

5.48.120 Grounds for Denial of Employee Permit.  

 

The grounds for denial of an Employee Permit shall be one or more of the following: 

 

A. The applicant has been issued a local or State permit related to Cannabis production at any other 

location in California, or another state, and that permit was suspended or revoked, or the 

applicant has had disciplinary action relating to the permit. 

 

B. Consistent with State Law or other applicable State law, the applicant has been: 

 

1. Convicted of a serious or violent offense as listed under California Penal Code sections 667.5 

and l 192.7(c); or 

 

2. Convicted of any of the offenses listed in Business and Professions Code section 19323; or. 
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3. Convicted of a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude as defined under State law (generally 

crimes relating to theft and dishonesty) within the five (5) years preceding the date of the 

application; or 

 

4. Convicted of a felony involving the illegal use, possession, transportation, distribution or 

similar activities related to controlled substances, as defined in the Federal Controlled 

Substances Act, unless the individual has received a Certificate of Rehabilitation as defined 

in State Law; or has engaged in misconduct related to the qualifications, functions or duties 

of a permittee. 

 

5. Consistent with State Law or other applicable State law, the applicant has engaged in 

unlawful, fraudulent, unfair, or deceptive business acts or practices. 

  

6. The applicant has committed any act, which, if done by a permittee, would be grounds for 

suspension or revocation of a permit. 

 

7. An applicant is under eighteen (21) years of age, or any older age set by the State. 

 

5.48.130 Notice of Decision and Final Action. 

 

A. Regulatory Permit. Action on the Regulatory Permit shall be as follows: 

 

1. The Police Chief shall cause a written notice of his or her recommendation on the issuance 

or denial of a Regulatory Permit, and the date and time when the City Council will consider 

action on the Regulatory Permit, to be personally delivered or mailed to the applicant by 

certified U.S. mail, postage prepaid. 

 

2. Following a public hearing before the City Council, the Council may grant the Regulatory 

Permit subject to such conditions as it deems reasonable under the circumstances to protect 

the public health, safety, and welfare of the community, or it may deny the issuance of the 

Regulatory Permit for any of the grounds specified in this section. The decision of the 

Council shall be final, subject to judicial review below. 

 

3. Employee Permit. Action on the Employee Permit shall be as follows: 

 

4. The Police Chief shall cause a written notice of his or her determination on the issuance or 

denial of an Employee Permit to be personally delivered or mailed to the applicant by 

certified U.S. mail, postage prepaid. The Police Chiefs decision on an Employee permit shall 

be final, subject to judicial review. 

 

5.48.140 Suspension and Revocation of Regulatory Permit or Employee Permit. 

 

A. Regulatory Permit. The City Council may suspend or revoke the Regulatory Permit of a 

Commercial Cannabis Operation when any of the following occur: 

 

1. The Cannabis Operation is conducted in violation of any provision of this section, State 

Law, or any other applicable State law. 

 

2. The Cannabis Operation is conducted in such a manner as to create a public or private 

nuisance. 

 

3. A failure to pay the Regulatory Fee or Revenue Raising Fee required by this section. 
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4. A failure to take reasonable measures to control patron conduct, where applicable, 

resulting in disturbances, vandalism, or crowd control problems occurring inside of or 

outside the Premises, traffic control problems, or obstruction of the operation of another 

business. 

 

5. A failure to comply with the terms and conditions of the Regulatory Permit or any 

conditional use permit issued in connection therewith. 

 

6. Any act which would be considered grounds for denial of the Regulatory Permit in the 

first instance. 

 

B. Employee Permit. The Police Chief may suspend or revoke an Employee Permit when the 

permittee or the employee has committed any one or more of the following acts: 

 

1. Any act which would be considered a ground for denial of the permit in the first instance. 

 

2. Violates any provision of this section, State Law, or any other applicable law relating to 

the Cannabis Operation. 

 

3. Violates or fails to comply with the terms and conditions of the Employee Permit. 

 

C. Procedures for Revoking Regulatory Permits. For Regulatory Permits, the procedures for 

revoking conditional use permits shall be utilized except that the matter shall be heard by the 

City Council in the first instance, and shall be subject to the same judicial process as applied to 

a Conditional Use Permit. (See, Woodlake Municipal Code section 17.74.080). 

 

D. Procedures/or Revoking Employee Permits. Prior to suspension or revocation of an Employee 

Permit, the Police Chief shall conduct a hearing. Written notice of the time and place of such 

hearing shall be served upon the permittee at least five (5) calendar days prior to the date set 

for such hearing.  The notice shall contain a brief statement of the grounds to be relied upon for 

revoking or suspending the permit. Notice may be given either by personal delivery or by 

certified U.S. mail, postage prepaid. Any permittee aggrieved by the decision of the Police 

Chief in suspending or revoking an Employee Permit shall have no appeal rights and the Police 

Chiefs decision shall be final, subject to judicial review as set forth in this section. 

 

E. Immediate Suspension. The Police Chief may immediately suspend or revoke a Regulatory 

Permit and an Employee Permit without notice or a hearing, subject to the appeal rights set forth 

herein, under either of the following circumstances: 

 

1. The Business Owner or Operator is convicted of a public offense in any court for the 

violation of any law which relates to the Cannabis Operation, or in the case of an 

Employee Permit, the employee is convicted of a public offense in any court for the 

violation of any law which relates to the permit. 

 

2. The Police Chief determines that immediate suspension is necessary to protect the public 

health, safety, and welfare of the community. The Police Chief shall articulate the 

grounds for the immediate suspension in writing and the suspension shall only be for as 

long as necessary to address the circumstances which led to the immediate suspension. 
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5.48.150 Effect of Denial or Revocation.  

 

When the City Council shall have denied a Regulatory Permit or revoked a Regulatory Permit, or 

the Police Chief shall have denied or revoked an Employee Permit, no new application for a 

Regulatory Permit and no new application for an Employee Permit shall be accepted and no 

Regulatory Permit or Employee Permit shall be issued to such person or to any corporation in 

which he or she shall have any beneficial interest for a period of one (1) year after denying or 

revoking the Regulatory Permit or Employee Permit. 

 

5.48.160 Abandonment.  

 

In addition to the suspension or revocation of a Regulatory Permit, a Regulatory Permit shall be 

deemed abandoned if Cannabis production ceases for a period of more than ninety (90) consecutive 

days. Before restarting operations, a new Regulatory Permit shall be secured. The 90 day period 

shall be tolled during periods of force majeure, which shall be defined as follows: war; insurrection; 

strikes; lock-outs; riots; floods; earthquakes; fires; casualties; supernatural causes; acts of the 

"public enemy"; epidemics; quarantine restrictions; freight embargoes; lack of transportation; 

unusually severe weather; inability to secure necessary labor, materials or tools; delays of any 

contractor, subcontractor or supplier; or any other causes beyond the reasonable control of the 

permittee. 

 

5.48.170 Water Availability.  

 

As a condition of opening for business, the Premises Owner, Business Owner, Operator, and all 

Responsible Parties shall be deemed to have acknowledged and agreed to the following if the 

Cannabis Operation is connected to the City's water system. 

 

The City cannot provide any guarantees that City water will be available for operations. Under 

circumstance where the City cannot or elects to not provide water, the Cannabis Operation may be 

required to find alternative sources of water supply.  The Premises Owner, Business Owner, and 

Operator assume all risk associated with water supply to the Site, including all costs associated 

therewith. 

 

The Premises Owner, Business Owner, Operator, and all Responsible Parties shall hold harmless, 

release, indemnify, and defend the City, its officers, employees, and agents, from any liability 

associated with the curtailment of water because of the foregoing. This release includes any 

damages to the Premises Owner, Business Owner, Operator, and all Responsible Parties, its 

employees and contractors, and third parties, and includes the risk of lost revenue, profits and 

consequential damages. 

 

If the Premises Owner, Business Owner, Operator, or Responsible Party procures their own source 

of water they must comply with all State and Federal water reporting laws and procedures. 

 

5.48.180 Other Licenses, Permits, Taxes, Fees, or Charges.  

 

Except as expressly provided in this Chapter, nothing contained in this Chapter shall be deemed 

to repeal, amend, be in lieu of, replace or in any way affect any requirements for any permit or 

license required by, under or by virtue of any provision of any other title or Chapter of this Code 

or any other ordinance or resolution of the City, nor be deemed to repeal, amend, be in lieu of, 

replace or in any way affect any tax, fee or other charge imposed, assessed or required by, under 

or by virtue of any other title or Chapter of this Code or any other ordinance or resolution of the 

City. Any references made or contained in any other title or Chapter of this Code to any permits, 
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licenses, taxes, fees, or charges, or to any schedule of license fees, shall be deemed to refer to the 

permits, licenses, taxes, fees or charges, or schedule of license fees, provided for in other titles or 

Chapters of the Woodlake City Code unless otherwise expressly provided. 

 

5.48.190 Violation Deemed Misdemeanor.  

 

Any person who violates any provision of this Chapter or who other than by a sworn statement, 

knowingly or intentionally misrepresents to any officer or employee of the City any material fact 

herein required to be provided is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable as provided in Section 

5.04.420 of this Code. A person who on a sworn statement states as true a material fact that he or 

she knows to be false is guilty of perjury. 

 

5.48.200 Actions to Collect.  

 

The amount of any tax, fee, penalty and/or interest imposed pursuant to this Chapter shall be 

deemed a debt owed to the City. An action may be commenced in the name of the City in any 

court of competent jurisdiction, for the amount of any delinquent tax, fees, penalties and interest 

thereon. 

 

5.48.210 Severability. 

 

If any provision of this Chapter, or its application to any person or circumstance, is determined 

by a court of competent jurisdiction to be unlawful, unenforceable or otherwise void, that 

determination shall have no effect on any other provision of this Chapter or the application of 

this Chapter to any other person or circumstance and, to that end, the provisions hereof are 

severable. 

 

5.48.220 Remedies Cumulative.  

 

All remedies prescribed under this Chapter shall be cumulative and the use of one or more 

remedies by the City shall not bar the use of any other remedy for the purpose of enforcing 

the provisions hereof. 

 

5.48.230 Amendment or Repeal.  

 

This Chapter may be repealed or amended by ordinance of the Woodlake City Council. 

 

5.48.240 Penalties. 

Any entity that fails to pay the fees required by this chapter within fifteen (15) days after the due 

date shall pay in addition to the taxes a penalty for nonpayment in the sum equal to twenty-five 

percent (25%) of the total amount due. Additional penalties will be assessed in the following 

manner: ten percent (10%) shall be added on the first day of each calendar month following the 

month of the imposition of the twenty-five percent (25%) penalty if the fee remains unpaid – up to 

a maximum of one hundred percent (100%) of the fee payable on the due date. Receipt of the fee 

payment by the City shall govern the determination of whether the fee is delinquent. Postmarks 

will not be accepted as adequate proof of a timely payment. 

 

Section 3.  CEQA REVIEW. The City Council hereby finds that this ordinance is not subject to 

review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 

section 15061(b)(3) [there is no possibility the activity in question may have a significant 
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affirmative effect on the environment]. In addition to the foregoing general exemption, the City 

Council further finds that the ordinance is categorically exempt from review under CEQA under the 

Class 8 categorical exemption [regulatory activity to assure the protection of the environment]. The 

City Manager is hereby directed to ensure that a Notice of Exemption is filed pursuant to CEQA 

Guidelines section 15062 [14 C.C.R. § 15062]. 

Section 4. NO LIABILITY.  The provisions of this ordinance shall not in any way be construed as 

imposing any duty of care, liability or responsibility for damage to person or property upon the City 

of Woodlake, or any official, employee or agent thereof. 

Section 5. PENDING ACTIONS.  Nothing in this ordinance or in the codes hereby adopted shall be 

construed to affect any suit or proceeding pending or impending in any court, or any rights 

acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action acquired or existing, under any act or 

ordinance or code repealed by this ordinance, nor shall any just or legal right or remedy of any 

character be lost, impaired or affected by this ordinance.  

Section 6. SEVERABILITY.  If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or 

phrase of this ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, is for any reason held to 

be invalid or unenforceable, such invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect the validity or 

enforceability of the remaining sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or 

phrases of this ordinance, or its application to any other person or circumstance. The City Council 

of the City of Woodlake hereby declares that it would have adopted each section, subsection, 

subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or 

more other sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases hereof be 

declared invalid or unenforceable. 

Section 7. CONSTRUCTION.  The City Council intends this ordinance to supplement, not to 

duplicate or contradict, applicable state and federal law and this ordinance shall be construed in 

light of that intent. To the extent the provisions of the Woodlake Municipal Code as amended by 

this ordinance are substantially the same as provisions in the Woodlake Municipal Code existing 

prior to the effectiveness of this ordinance, then those amended provisions shall be construed as 

continuations of the earlier provisions and not as new enactments. 

Section 8.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  The foregoing ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days from 

the date of the passage hereof. Prior to the expiration of fifteen (15) days from the enactment hereof 

a certified copy of this ordinance shall be posted in the office of the City Clerk pursuant to 

Government Code section 36933(c)(1) and a summary shall be published once in the Foothills Sun-
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Gazette, a newspaper printed and published in the City of Woodlake, State of California, together 

with the names of the Council members voting for and against the same. 

THE FOREGOING ORDINANCE was passed and adopted by the City Council of the City of 

Woodlake, State of California, on August 14, 2017 at a regular meeting of said Council duly and 

regularly convened on said day by the following vote:  

AYES:  

NOES:  

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:  

  

 

 

 Rudy Mendoza 

 Mayor, City of Woodlake 

   

  

ATTEST:  

 Irene Zacarias 

 City Clerk 
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ORDINANCE NO. 612 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 17 OF THE 

WOODLAKE MUNICIPAL CODE ALLOWING CANNABIS 

DISPENSARIES AND BUSINESSES IN PERMITTED ZONES 

IN WOODLAKE WITH A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 

 THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES ORDAIN AS 

FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. PURPOSE.  The provisions of this ordinance are intended in order to 

amend the Woodlake Municipal Code to allow for cannabis related business within Woodlake 

City Limits within certain zones and with a Conditional Use Permit.  

Section 2. CODE ENACTMENT. Within Title 17 of the Woodlake Municipal Code 

is hereby enacted to read in its entirety as follows: 

Chapter 17.22.03 within Title 17 of the Woodlake Municipal Code is hereby enacted to read in 

its entirety as follows: 

17.22.03 – Conditional Uses 

The following conditional uses may be permitted in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 

17.48. 

A. Churches and other religious institutions; 

B. Cafes and restaurants serving alcoholic beverages; 

C. City, county, state or federal administrative offices, libraries, police and fires stations; 

D. Single-family dwellings; provided, that such dwellings are for the exclusive use of the person 

or persons owning or operating the commercial use on the same site; and further provided, that 

each site so used shall be subject to the use, site area, coverage and yard requirements of the RM-

2 district;  

E. Single family dwellings; provided, that the dwelling is a reconstruction or an addition to an 

existing dwelling; and 

F. Cannabis dispensaries 
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Chapter 17.24.03  and 17.24.04 within Title 17 of the Woodlake Municipal Code is hereby 

enacted to read in its entirety as follows: 

17.24.03– Conditional Uses 

A. Bus depots and transit stations; 

B. City, county, state and federal administrative offices and libraries; 

C. Card rooms, pool halls, bars, cocktail lounges and night clubs; 

D. Drive-in restaurants; 

E. Upholstery shops; 

F. Electrical, gas or utility sub-stations; above ground water tanks, or pumping stations; 

G. Service stations; 

H. Pool halls or card rooms; 

I. Second-hand stores; 

J. Auction houses; 

K. Bars, cocktail lounges, and night clubs; 

L. Car washes, automated and self-service;  

M. Cannabis dispensaries; and 

N. Other uses added by the planning director consistent with Chapter 17.02. 

17.24.04 -Prohibited Uses. 

A. Adult book stores; 

B. Sexually-oriented businesses. 
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Chapter 17.32.04 within Title 17 of the Woodlake Municipal Code is hereby enacted to read in 

its entirety as follows: 

17.32.04 – Conditional Uses 

 

A. Breweries, distilleries, and wineries; 

B. Building materials manufacturing; 

C. Carpet and rug manufacturing; 

D. Cement plant; 

E. Clay pipe manufacturing; 

F. Agricultural chemicals, storage and distribution; 

G. Heavy equipment and machinery manufacturing; 

H. Meat processing and packing; 

I. Paper, metal and plastic manufacturing; 

J. Recycling operations, including storage, sorting, baling, and crushing; 

K. Hazardous waste facility; 

L. Waste water treatment facility; 

M. Equipment rental yards; 

N. Single-family dwellings; 

O. Rodeo grounds; 

P. Special event facilities; 

Q. Public buildings and grounds;  

R. Cannabis businesses; and 
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S. Other uses that are added to this list by the planning director consistent with Chapter 

17.02. 

(Ord. No. 579, § 1, 4-25-2011)Section 3.  CEQA REVIEW. The City Council hereby 

finds that this ordinance is not subject to review under the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15061(b)(3) [there is no possibility the activity in 

question may have a significant affirmative effect on the environment]. In addition to the 

foregoing general exemption, the City Council further finds that the ordinance is categorically 

exempt from review under CEQA under the Class 8 categorical exemption [regulatory activity to 

assure the protection of the environment]. The City Manager is hereby directed to ensure that a 

Notice of Exemption is filed pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15062 [14 C.C.R. § 15062]. 

Section 4. NO LIABILITY.  The provisions of this ordinance shall not in any way be 

construed as imposing any duty of care, liability or responsibility for damage to person or 

property upon the City of Woodlake, or any official, employee or agent thereof. 

Section 5. PENDING ACTIONS.  Nothing in this ordinance or in the codes hereby 

adopted shall be construed to affect any suit or proceeding pending or impending in any court, or 

any rights acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action acquired or existing, 

under any act or ordinance or code repealed by this ordinance, nor shall any just or legal right or 

remedy of any character be lost, impaired or affected by this ordinance.  

Section 6. SEVERABILITY.  If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, 

sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, is 

for any reason held to be invalid or unenforceable, such invalidity or unenforceability shall not 

affect the validity or enforceability of the remaining sections, subsections, subdivisions, 

paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases of this ordinance, or its application to any other person 

or circumstance. The City Council of the City of Woodlake hereby declares that it would have 

adopted each section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase hereof, 

irrespective of the fact that any one or more other sections, subsections, subdivisions, 

paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases hereof be declared invalid or unenforceable. 

Section 7. CONSTRUCTION.  The City Council intends this ordinance to 

supplement, not to duplicate or contradict, applicable state and federal law and this ordinance 
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shall be construed in light of that intent. To the extent the provisions of the Woodlake Municipal 

Code as amended by this ordinance are substantially the same as provisions in the Woodlake 

Municipal Code existing prior to the effectiveness of this ordinance, then those amended 

provisions shall be construed as continuations of the earlier provisions and not as new 

enactments. 

Section 8.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  The foregoing ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) 

days from the date of the passage hereof. Prior to the expiration of fifteen (15) days from the 

enactment hereof a certified copy of this ordinance shall be posted in the office of the City Clerk 

pursuant to Government Code section 36933(c)(1) and a summary shall be published once in the 

Sun Gazette, a newspaper printed and published in the City of Woodlake, State of California, 

together with the names of the Council members voting for and against the same. 

THE FOREGOING ORDINANCE was passed and adopted by the City Council of the City of 

Woodlake, State of California, on ________at a regular meeting of said Council duly and 

regularly convened on said day by the following vote: 

 AYES:  

NOES:  

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:  

  

 

 

 Rudy Mendoza 

 Mayor, City of Woodlake 

   

  

ATTEST:  

 Irene Zacarias 

 City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM V-B  
August 14, 2017 

Prepared by Emmanuel Llamas, City Staff  

 

SUBJECT: 

 

Action: Adoption of Resolutions: Receive Public Comments, Waive 2nd Reading, and Adopt 

Ordinances Amending Chapter 13.12 Water Conservation Regulations, Chapter 6.08 Animals 

Generally, and Chapter 6.12 Supplemental Dog Control Regulations of the Woodlake Municipal 

Code – Public Hearing 

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

The City of Woodlake is undergoing a review of local City Ordinances to see if there is a need to 

revise ordinances.         

 

Chapter 13.12 Water Conservation Regulations – The City of Woodlake is proposing to update 

the allowed outdoor irrigation of vegetation time for Water Conservation Stage 3 and for Water 

Conservation Stage 4. 

 

Chapter 6.08 Animals Generally – The City of Woodlake is proposing to update the allowed 

number animals requiring twenty-five feet minimum distance from other dwellings.  

 

Chapter 6.12 Supplemental Dog Control Regulations – The City of Woodlake is proposing to 

update the supplemental dog control regulations for owner responsibility to limit dogs per 

dwelling.  

    

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

At the July 10th City Council meeting, two public comments addressed the outdoor irrigation of 

vegetation times for Stage 3 and Stage 4 water conservation stages. The current allowed watering 

time between 8pm and 6am was a burden to the residents which expressed their challenges 

during the public comment. Upon reviewing other city’s allowed watering times for water 

conservation stages, allowing from 6pm to 8am is being presented as a potential amendment to 

the water conservation ordinance.  

 

The Animals Generally 6.08 currently allows for up to twenty four (24) chicken, ducks, geese, 

turkeys, rabbits, pigeons, or other fowls as long as these animals are maintained on a premises. 

With the number of chickens specifically which are running at large on public property and 

unmaintained on private property, there could be benefit in reducing the number count of these 

animals allowed on a city residence.  
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The Supplemental Dog Control Regulations 6.12 does not currently have a limit on number of 

dogs allowed per residence. Cities like Exeter and Visalia, among many others in the state, allow 

for up to four (4) dogs total per residence. With the number of strays in the City, and with the 

poor maintenance and care of homes with an excess of dogs, being able to limit the number 

legally allowed per residence can help alleviate the stray dog issue and help promote better living 

conditions for dogs overall. 

 

The purpose of this public hearing is to give citizens an opportunity to make their comments known 

regarding the proposed amendments and/or additions to the ordinances listed above.  

 

The first reading for the proposed ordinances took place at the July 24th City Council meeting.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

City staff recommends that City Council Receive Public Comments, Waive 2nd Reading, and 

Adopt Ordinances Amending Chapter 13.12 Water Conservation Regulations, Chapter 6.08 

Animals Generally, and Chapter 6.12 Supplemental Dog Control Regulations of the Woodlake 

Municipal Code. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

The General Fund will not be impacted through adoption of the amendments to the above said 

ordinances.  

 

ATTACHMENTS:    

 

1. Resolution: City staff recommends that City Council Receive Public Comments, Waive 

2nd Reading, and Adopt Ordinances Amending Chapter 13.12 Water Conservation 

Regulations, Chapter 6.08 Animals Generally, and Chapter 6.12 Supplemental Dog 

Control Regulations of the Woodlake Municipal Code. 

2. Draft Water Conservation 13.12 Ordinance 613 

3. Draft Animals Generally 6.08 Ordinance 614 

4. Draft Supplemental Dog Control Regulations 6.12 Ordinance 615 
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

In the matter of: 

 
RECEIVING PUBLIC COMMENTS AND                   )   

WAIVING THE 2nd READING AND                   ) Resolution No. 

ADOPTING ORDINANCES, AMENDING                   ) 

CHAPTER 13.12, CHAPTER 6.08, AND CHAPTER 6.12    ) 

      

Councilmember_____, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. Receive public 

comments, waive 2nd Reading, and adopt ordinances amending Chapter 13.12 Water Conservation 

Regulations, Chapter 6.08 Animals Generally, and Chapter 6.12 Supplemental Dog Control 

Regulations of the Woodlake Municipal Code.  

WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake wishes to amend the following ordinances: 

Chapter 13.12 Water Conservation Regulations - The City of Woodlake is proposing to update the 

allowed outdoor irrigation of vegetation time for Water Conservation Stage 3 and for Water 

Conservation Stage 4. 

 

Chapter 6.08 Animals Generally – The City of Woodlake is proposing to update the allowed number 

of animals requiring twenty-five feet minimum distance from other dwellings. 

 

Chapter 6.12 Supplemental Dog Control Regulations - The City of Woodlake is proposing to update 

the supplemental dog control regulations for owner responsibility to limit dogs per dwelling. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake wishes to amend the Municipal Code; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake held a public hearing at the July 24th, 2017 and August 14, 2017 

City Council meetings to receive comments regarding these ordinances; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE to receive public comments, 

waive the 2nd Reading, and adopt ordinances amending Chapter 13.12 Water Conservation 

Regulations, Chapter 6.08 Animals Generally, and Chapter 6.12 Supplemental Dog Control 

Regulations of the Woodlake Municipal Code. 

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember , and seconded by 

Councilmember and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held on August 14, 

2017. 

  
AYES:  

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:  

      ____________________ 

      Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________ 

Irene Zacarias, City Clerk
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ORDINANCE NO. 613 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 13.12.030 OF 

CHAPTER 12 OF TITLE 13 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE 

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE, UPDATING WATER 

CONSERVATION STAGES AND RESTRICTIONS ON 

USE OF POTABLE WATER, TO PROMOTE 

CONSERVATION.  

 

 THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES ORDAIN AS 

FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. PURPOSE.  The provisions of this ordinance are intended in order to 

promote the public health, safety, comfort and general welfare, to provide a plan for a 

sound and appropriate response to varying levels of water conservation needs. 

Section 2. CODE AMENDMENT.  Section 13.12.030 within Title 13, Chapter 

12 of the Woodlake Municipal Code is hereby revised to read in its entirety as follows: 

 

SECTION 13.12.030: Water Conservation Stages. 

No one within the city shall knowingly make, cause, use or permit the use of water for residential, 

commercial, industrial, governmental or any other purpose in a manner contrary to any provision of 

this chapter, or in an amount in excess of that use permitted by the conservation stage in effect 

pursuant to action taken by the city council. 

By resolution the city council, will from time to time, put into effect the following stages 

applicable to water use within the city. 

A. STAGE 1: Prohibition on Water Waste. The following uses of water are defined as "waste of 

water" and are prohibited except as otherwise authorized. The restrictions shall apply to all 

persons year round unless a more stringent water conservation stage is implemented. 

1. The use of water which allows substantial amounts of water to run off to a gutter, ditch 

or drain. Every water user is deemed to have her/his/its water distribution lines and 

facilities under her/his/its control at all times and to know the manner and extent of 

her/his/its water use and excess run-off. Overwatering of lawns, gardens, landscaped 

areas, trees, shrubs or other plants must be avoided; 

2. The use of water for evaporative (swamp) coolers without recirculation pumps is strictly 

prohibited; 

3. The excessive use, loss or escape of water through breaks, leaks or malfunctions in the 

water user's plumbing or distribution facilities for any period of time after such escape of 

water should reasonably have been discovered and corrected. It shall be presumed that 
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a period of forty-eight (48) hours after discovery is a reasonable time within which to 

correct such leak or break; 

4. The washing of vehicles, building exteriors, sidewalks, driveways, parking areas, tennis 

courts, patios or other paved areas without the use of a positive shut-off, except where 

necessary to dispose of liquids or substances that would endanger the public's health 

and/or safety; 

5. The emptying and refilling of water to swimming pools and/or spas between the hours 

of eleven a.m. (11 A.M.) and six p.m. (6 P.M.) local time from June 1st through August 

31st. 

B. Stage 2: Partial Voluntary Compliance—Water Alert. Effective June 1st through August 31st, 

the following restrictions shall apply to all persons. All elements of Stage 1 shall remain in 

effect in Stage 2, except that: 

1. Irrigation utilizing individual sprinklers or sprinkler systems of lawns, gardens, 

landscaped areas, trees, shrubs or other plants is permitted only on designated days 

between seven p.m. (7 P.M.) and ten a.m. (10 A.M.) local time. No watering during the 

day between ten a.m. (10 A.M.) and seven p.m. (7 P.M.) local time. Excessive watering 

beyond beneficial use is prohibited. Irrigation of lawns, gardens, landscaped areas, 

trees, shrubs or other plants is permitted at any time if: 

a. A hand-held hose with a positive shut-off nozzle is used; or 

b. A hand-held faucet-filled bucket of five gallons or less is used; or 

c. A drip or mist irrigation system is used. 

Exception: City parks, other city maintained properties, commercial nurseries, similar 

establishments, and new landscapes are exempt from Stage 2 irrigation restrictions, but 

will be requested to curtail all nonessential water use. 

2. Designated days are: 

a. Even numbered addresses: 

 January:  Wednesday and Sunday 

 February:  Wednesday and Sunday 

 March:  Wednesday and Sunday 

 April:  Wednesday and Sunday 

 May:  Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday 

 June:  Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday 

 July:  Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday 

 August:  Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday 

 September: Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday 

 October: Wednesday and Sunday 

 November: Wednesday and Sunday 

 December: Wednesday and Sunday 
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b.  Odd numbered addresses: 

 January:  Tuesday and Saturday 

 February:  Tuesday and Saturday 

 March:  Tuesday and Saturday 

 April:  Tuesday and Saturday 

 May:  Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 

 June:  Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 

 July:  Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 

 August:  Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 

 September: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 

 October: Tuesday and Saturday 

 November: Tuesday and Saturday 

 December: Tuesday and Saturday 

 

3. The washing of automobiles, trucks, trailers, boats, airplanes and other types of mobile 

equipment is permitted only on designated irrigation days. Such washing, when 

allowed, shall be done with a hand-held bucket and/or a hand-held hose equipped with 

a positive shutoff nozzle for quick rinses and shall be performed only on the vehicles 

and other equipment owned by the occupant of the property. The washing of such 

vehicles and other equipment should be performed on lawn areas to obtain maximum 

beneficial use of the water and to reduce runoff waste. 

Exception: Washing may be done at any time on the immediate premises of a commercial 

car wash. Car washes by nonprofit community group(s) or organizations may be permitted 

subject to the following: 

a. Permit for car wash must be obtained from the city; 

b. Responsible person or persons shall sign the permit, assure compliance with 

regulations and remain at the site the entire time the car wash is taking place; 

c. Organization or group applying for a car wash permit shall provide written 

authorization from the property owner authorizing the car wash on their property; 

d. No more than two car washes shall be allowed per month. Permits will be issued 

on a first come first serve basis except two consecutive permits shall not be issued 

to the same organization or group unless no other organization or group applies 

for a permit; 

e. Hours of operation shall be from nine a.m. (9 A.M.) to six p.m. (6 P.M.); 

f. Washing shall be done with a hand-held bucket and/or hand held hose equipped 

with a positive shut off nozzle for quick rinses; 

g. All car wash activities shall stop immediately upon the direction of a Woodlake 

police officer or Woodlake public works employee. 
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Vehicle/equipment washing may be exempted from these regulations if the health, safety 

and/or welfare of the public is contingent upon frequent vehicle cleanings, such as 

garbage and septic hauling trucks and vehicles used to transport food and perishables. 

4. The emptying and refilling of water in swimming pools and or spas will be allowed on 

designated days between the hours of seven p.m. (7 P.M.) and ten a.m. (10 A.M.) local 

time. 

5. The operation of any ornamental fountain, waterfall or other structure making similar 

use of water is prohibited unless it uses a recycling system, such as an electric pump. 

6. The washing of sidewalks, driveways, parking areas, courts, patios or other paved 

areas is absolutely prohibited, unless it is necessary for the health and/or safety of the 

public. 

7. All restaurants are requested to serve water only upon specific customer request. 

C. Stage 3. Mandatory Compliance—Water Warning. Upon implementation by city council and 

publication of notice, the following restrictions shall apply to all persons. All elements of 

Stage 2 shall remain in effect in Stage 3, except that: 

1. All outdoor irrigation of vegetation, including irrigation of city parks, schools, houses, 

business and district lawns, shall occur only between six p.m. (6 P.M.) and ten a.m. (10 

A.M.) local time on designated days. No watering during the day between ten a.m. (10 

A.M.) and six p.m. (6 P.M.) local time. 

2. Designated days are: 

a. Even numbered addresses: 

 January:  Sunday 

 February:  Sunday 

 March:  Wednesday and Sunday 

 April:  Wednesday and Sunday 

 May:  Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday 

 June:  Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday 

 July:  Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday 

 August:  Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday 

 September: Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday 

 October: Wednesday and Sunday 

 November: Wednesday and Sunday 

 December: Sunday 

 

b.  Odd numbered addresses: 

 January:  Saturday 

 February:  Saturday 

 March:  Tuesday and Saturday 

 April:  Tuesday and Saturday 
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 May:  Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 

 June:  Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 

 July:  Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 

 August:  Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 

 September: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 

 October: Tuesday and Saturday 

 November: Tuesday and Saturday 

 December: Saturday 

 

3. The draining and refilling of swimming pools and/or spas shall be by permit only issued 

by the city council. 

4. All restaurants must serve water only upon specific customer request.  

D. Stage 4: Mandatory Compliance—Water Emergency. Upon implementation by the city 

council and publication of notice, the following restrictions shall apply to all persons. All 

elements of Stage 3 shall remain in effect in Stage 4, except that: 

1. All outdoor irrigation of vegetation shall be allowed only between six p.m. (6 P.M.) and 

eight a.m. (8 A.M.) local time on designated days. No watering during the day between 

eight a.m. (8 A.M.) and six p.m. (6 P.M.) local time. 

2. Designated days are: 

a. Even numbered addresses: 

 January:  No Watering 

 February:  No Watering 

 March:  Sunday 

 April:  Sunday 

 May:  Wednesday and Sunday 

 June:  Wednesday and Sunday 

 July:  Wednesday and Sunday 

 August:  Wednesday and Sunday 

 September: Wednesday and Sunday 

 October: Wednesday and Sunday 

 November: Sunday 

 December: No Watering 

 

b.  Odd numbered addresses: 

 January:  No Watering 

 February:  No Watering 

 March:  Saturday 

 April:  Saturday 
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 May:  Tuesday and Saturday 

 June:  Tuesday and Saturday 

 July:  Tuesday and Saturday 

 August:  Tuesday and Saturday 

 September: Tuesday and Saturday 

 October: Tuesday and Saturday 

 November: Saturday 

 December: No Watering 

 

3. The washing of automobiles, trucks, trailers, boats, airplanes and other types of mobile 

equipment not occurring upon the immediate premises of commercial car washes and 

not in the immediate interest of the public health, safety and/or welfare shall be 

prohibited. 

4. The use of water from fire hydrants shall be limited to fire fighting and/or other activities 

immediately necessary to maintaining the health, safety and/or welfare of the citizens of 

Woodlake. 

5. Commercial nurseries shall water only on designated days and shall use only hand-held 

hoses, drip or mist irrigation systems, or hand-held buckets between the hours of six 

a.m. (6 A.M.) and eight p.m. (8 P.M.) local time; otherwise, sprinklers are permitted only 

between eight p.m. (8 P.M.) and six a.m. (6 A.M.) local time on designated days. 

6. The operation of any ornamental fountain, waterfall or similar structure is prohibited. 

7. The draining and refilling of swimming pools is prohibited. 

 

E. Stage 5: Mandatory Compliance—Extreme Water Crisis. Upon implementation by the city 

council and publication of notice, the following restrictions shall apply to all persons. All 

elements of Stage 4 shall remain in effect in Stage 5, except that: 

1. All outdoor irrigation of vegetation is prohibited. 

2.  Washing of vehicles shall be done only by a commercial car wash using recycled or 

reclaimed water. 

3. Designated days are: 

a. Even numbered addresses: 

 January:  No Watering 

 February:  No Watering 

 March:  No Watering 

 April:  No Watering 

 May:  No Watering 

 June:  No Watering 

 July:  No Watering 

 August:  No Watering 
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 September: No Watering 

 October: No Watering 

 November: No Watering 

 December: No Watering 

 

b.  Odd numbered addresses: 

 January:  No Watering 

 February:  No Watering 

 March:  No Watering 

 April:  No Watering 

 May:  No Watering 

 June:  No Watering 

 July:  No Watering 

 August:  No Watering 

 September: No Watering 

 October: No Watering 

 November: No Watering 

 December: No Watering 

 

 

Section 3.  CEQA REVIEW. The City Council hereby finds that this ordinance is 

not subject to review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant 

to CEQA Guidelines section 15061(b)(3) [there is no possibility the activity in question 

may have a significant affirmative effect on the environment]. In addition to the 

foregoing general exemption, the City Council further finds that the ordinance is 

categorically exempt from review under CEQA under the Class 8 categorical exemption 

[regulatory activity to assure the protection of the environment]. The City Manager is 

hereby directed to ensure that a Notice of Exemption is filed pursuant to CEQA 

Guidelines section 15062 [14 C.C.R. § 15062]. 

Section 4. NO LIABILITY.  The provisions of this ordinance shall not in any way 

be construed as imposing any duty of care, liability or responsibility for damage to person 

or property upon the City of Woodlake, or any official, employee or agent thereof. 

Section 5. PENDING ACTIONS.  Nothing in this ordinance or in the codes 

hereby adopted shall be construed to affect any suit or proceeding pending or impending 
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in any court, or any rights acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action 

acquired or existing, under any act or ordinance or code repealed by this ordinance, nor 

shall any just or legal right or remedy of any character be lost, impaired or affected by 

this ordinance.  

Section 6. SEVERABILITY.  If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, 

sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance, or its application to any person or 

circumstance, is for any reason held to be invalid or unenforceable, such invalidity or 

unenforceability shall not affect the validity or enforceability of the remaining sections, 

subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases of this ordinance, or 

its application to any other person or circumstance. The City Council of the City of 

Woodlake hereby declares that it would have adopted each section, subsection, 

subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact that any 

one or more other sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or 

phrases hereof be declared invalid or unenforceable. 

Section 7. CONSTRUCTION.  The City Council intends this ordinance to 

supplement, not to duplicate or contradict, applicable state and federal law and this 

ordinance shall be construed in light of that intent. To the extent the provisions of the 

Woodlake Municipal Code as amended by this ordinance are substantially the same as 

provisions in the Woodlake Municipal Code existing prior to the effectiveness of this 

ordinance, then those amended provisions shall be construed as continuations of the 

earlier provisions and not as new enactments. 

Section 8.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  The foregoing ordinance shall take effect 

thirty (30) days from the date of the passage hereof. Prior to the expiration of fifteen (15) 

days from the enactment hereof a certified copy of this ordinance shall be posted in the 

office of the City Clerk pursuant to Government Code section 36933(c)(1) and a 

summary shall be published once in the Sun Gazette, a newspaper printed and published 

in the City of Woodlake, State of California, together with the names of the Council 

members voting for and against the same. 
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 THE FOREGOING ORDINANCE was passed and adopted by the City Council of 

the City of Woodlake, State of California, on             , 2017    at a regular meeting of said 

Council duly and regularly convened on said day by the following vote: 

  
AYES:  

NOES:  

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:  

   

 

 

 Rudy Mendoza 

 Mayor, City of Woodlake 

   

  

ATTEST:  

 Irene Zacarias 

 City Clerk 

 
MD/03172015 - Woodlake - Water Ordinance Template-1.rtf 

108



ORDINANCE NO. 614 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 6.08.020 OF 

CHAPTER 6.08 TO TITLE 6 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE 

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE, UPDATING 

RESTRICTIONS ON ANIMALS LIMIT FOR ANIMALS 

REQUIRING TWENTY-FIVE FEET MINIMUM 

DISTANCE FROM OTHER DWELINGS. 

 

 THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES ORDAIN AS 

FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. PURPOSE.  The provisions of this ordinance are intended in order to 

promote the public health, safety, comfort and general welfare of the community by 

minimizing the potential of public nuisance through the limit the number of animals 

permitted on a residential property.  

Section 2. CODE ENACTMENT.  Section 6.08.020 within Title 6, Chapter 

6.08 of the Woodlake Municipal Code is hereby enacted to read in its entirety as follows: 

 

SECTION 6.08.020: Animals requiring twenty-five feet minimum 

distance from other dwellings. 

 

 

It is unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to keep or maintain, or 

permit to be kept or maintained, in this city any of the following animals 

within twenty-five (25) feet of the dwelling house of another: chicken, 

ducks, geese, turkeys, rabbits, pigeons or other fowls; provided further, that 

not more than four (4) such animals or other similar fowls on any 

combination shall be kept or maintained on any occupied lot or premises in 

this city.  

 

 

Section 3.  CEQA REVIEW. The City Council hereby finds that this ordinance is 

not subject to review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant 

to CEQA Guidelines section 15061(b)(3) [there is no possibility the activity in question 

may have a significant affirmative effect on the environment]. In addition to the 

foregoing general exemption, the City Council further finds that the ordinance is 
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categorically exempt from review under CEQA under the Class 8 categorical exemption 

[regulatory activity to assure the protection of the environment]. The City Manager is 

hereby directed to ensure that a Notice of Exemption is filed pursuant to CEQA 

Guidelines section 15062 [14 C.C.R. § 15062]. 

Section 4. NO LIABILITY.  The provisions of this ordinance shall not in any way 

be construed as imposing any duty of care, liability or responsibility for damage to person 

or property upon the City of Woodlake, or any official, employee or agent thereof. 

Section 5. PENDING ACTIONS.  Nothing in this ordinance or in the codes 

hereby adopted shall be construed to affect any suit or proceeding pending or impending 

in any court, or any rights acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action 

acquired or existing, under any act or ordinance or code repealed by this ordinance, nor 

shall any just or legal right or remedy of any character be lost, impaired or affected by 

this ordinance.  

Section 6. SEVERABILITY.  If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, 

sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance, or its application to any person or 

circumstance, is for any reason held to be invalid or unenforceable, such invalidity or 

unenforceability shall not affect the validity or enforceability of the remaining sections, 

subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases of this ordinance, or 

its application to any other person or circumstance. The City Council of the City of 

Woodlake hereby declares that it would have adopted each section, subsection, 

subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact that any 

one or more other sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or 

phrases hereof be declared invalid or unenforceable. 

Section 7. CONSTRUCTION.  The City Council intends this ordinance to 

supplement, not to duplicate or contradict, applicable state and federal law and this 

ordinance shall be construed in light of that intent. To the extent the provisions of the 

Woodlake Municipal Code as amended by this ordinance are substantially the same as 

provisions in the Woodlake Municipal Code existing prior to the effectiveness of this 
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ordinance, then those amended provisions shall be construed as continuations of the 

earlier provisions and not as new enactments. 

Section 8.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  The foregoing ordinance shall take effect 

thirty (30) days from the date of the passage hereof. Prior to the expiration of fifteen (15) 

days from the enactment hereof a certified copy of this ordinance shall be posted in the 

office of the City Clerk pursuant to Government Code section 36933(c)(1) and a 

summary shall be published once in the     , a newspaper printed and 

published in the City of Woodlake, State of California, together with the names of the 

Council members voting for and against the same. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 THE FOREGOING ORDINANCE was passed and adopted by the City Council of 

the City of Woodlake, State of California, on             , 2017    at a regular meeting of said 

Council duly and regularly convened on said day by the following vote: 

  
AYES:  

NOES:  

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:  

   

 

 

 Rudy Mendoza 

 Mayor, City of Woodlake 

   

  

ATTEST:  

 Irene Zacarias 

 City Clerk 
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ORDINANCE NO. 615 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 6.12.030 OF 

CHAPTER 6.12 OF TITLE 6 OF THE MUNCIPAL CODE 

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE, UPDATING OWNER 

RESPONSIBILITY AND RESTRICTING THE NUMBER 

OF DOGS ALLOWED PER RESIDENCE. 
 

 THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES ORDAIN AS 

FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. PURPOSE.  The provisions of this ordinance are intended to 

promote the public health, safety, and general welfare of the community. By prohibiting 

the number of dogs allowed per residence the intent is to better ensure the adequate 

maintenance and care of dogs and to minimize the potential of stray dogs running at large 

among the city.   

 

Section 2. CODE AMENDMENT. Section 6.12.030 within Title 6, Chapter 

6.12 of the Woodlake Municipal Code is hereby revised to read in its entirety as follows: 

 

SECTION 6.12.030: Owner Responsibility. 
 

It is unlawful for any person, intentionally or otherwise, with a limit not to 

exceed four (4) dogs per residence, to permit any dog owned by, boarded, 

harbored or in his custody or control to go up on, run at large upon, or stray upon 

any public place within the city unless the dog is securely and continuously under 

the control of some reasonable person capable of controlling the dog by a leash 

or unless the dog is confined within a vehicle. 

 

 

Section 3.  CEQA REVIEW. The City Council hereby finds that this ordinance is 

not subject to review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant 

to CEQA Guidelines section 15061(b)(3) [there is no possibility the activity in question 

may have a significant affirmative effect on the environment]. The City Manager is 
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hereby directed to ensure that a Notice of Exemption is filed pursuant to CEQA 

Guidelines section 15062 [14 C.C.R. § 15062]. 

Section 4. NO LIABILITY.  The provisions of this ordinance shall not in any way 

be construed as imposing any duty of care, liability or responsibility for damage to person 

or property upon the City of Woodlake, or any official, employee or agent thereof. 

Section 5. PENDING ACTIONS.  Nothing in this ordinance or in the codes 

hereby adopted shall be construed to affect any suit or proceeding pending or impending 

in any court, or any rights acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action 

acquired or existing, under any act or ordinance or code repealed by this ordinance, nor 

shall any just or legal right or remedy of any character be lost, impaired or affected by 

this ordinance.  

Section 6. SEVERABILITY.  If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, 

sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance, or its application to any person or 

circumstance, is for any reason held to be invalid or unenforceable, such invalidity or 

unenforceability shall not affect the validity or enforceability of the remaining sections, 

subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases of this ordinance, or 

its application to any other person or circumstance. The City Council of the City of 

Woodlake hereby declares that it would have adopted each section, subsection, 

subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact that any 

one or more other sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or 

phrases hereof be declared invalid or unenforceable. 

Section 7. CONSTRUCTION.  The City Council intends this ordinance to 

supplement, not to duplicate or contradict, applicable state and federal law and this 

ordinance shall be construed in light of that intent. To the extent the provisions of the 

Woodlake Municipal Code as amended by this ordinance are substantially the same as 

provisions in the Woodlake Municipal Code existing prior to the effectiveness of this 

ordinance, then those amended provisions shall be construed as continuations of the 

earlier provisions and not as new enactments. 

113



Section 8.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  The foregoing ordinance shall take effect 

thirty (30) days from the date of the passage hereof. Prior to the expiration of fifteen (15) 

days from the enactment hereof a certified copy of this ordinance shall be posted in the 

office of the City Clerk pursuant to Government Code section 36933(c)(1) and a 

summary shall be published once in the     , a newspaper printed and 

published in the City of Woodlake, State of California, together with the names of the 

Council members voting for and against the same. 

 THE FOREGOING ORDINANCE was passed and adopted by the City Council of 

the City of Woodlake, State of California, on             , 2017    at a regular meeting of said 

Council duly and regularly convened on said day by the following vote: 

  
AYES:  

NOES:  

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:  

   

 

 

 RUDY MENDOZA 

 Mayor, City of Woodlake 

   

  

ATTEST:  

 IRENE ZACARIAS 

 City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
  

 

 

AGENDA ITEM V-C  
August 14, 2017 

Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff  

 

SUBJECT: 

 

Action: Adoption of Resolution: Accept the Request for the Termination of the Agreement Between 

Woodlake Pride and the City of Woodlake  

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

Since 2001 Woodlake Pride and the City of Woodlake have had an agreement in place that 

allows Woodlake Pride to run the Woodlake Botanical Garden on City of Woodlake and 

Wutchumna Water Company property.  The garden has become a great attraction and an asset to 

the City of Woodlake, its residents and the surrounding communities.   

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

On July 13, 2017, the Woodlake Pride Board of Directors voted unanimously to terminate the 

agreement between Woodlake Pride and the City of Woodlake.  Correspondence regarding that 

decision is attached as Attachment No. 1. In Attachment No.1, Woodlake Pride staff writes that 

they have begun the process of cleaning up the site and will be transferring maintenance of the 

garden back over to the City. 

 

To honor the request made by Woodlake Pride the City has begun the process of preparing to 

take over maintenance of the garden with City staff.  The City understands that the garden is an 

asset to the residents of Woodlake and will make sure to maintain the garden so that it may be 

enjoyed for years to come.   The City will also work with those that wish to continue working at 

the garden and volunteering their time and resources.      

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

Staff recommends that Council accept the request for the termination of the agreement between 

Woodlake Pride and the City of Woodlake.  The City has begun the process of preparing to take 

over the garden with City staff.   

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

The garden will be continued to be funded by the City’s General Fund.  The City will no longer 

insure Woodlake Pride, its assets or its volunteers.   

 

 

 

 

115



ATTACHMENTS:    

 

1. Resolution: Accept the Request for the Termination of the Agreement Between 

Woodlake Pride and the City of Woodlake 

2. Attachment No. 1 – Letter from Woodlake Pride 

3. Attachment No. 2 – Agreement Between Woodlake Pride and the City of Woodlake  
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

In the matter of: 

 

ACCEPT THE REQUEST FOR THE         )  Resolution No. 

TERMINATION OF THE AGREEMENT  ) 

BETWEEN WOODLAKE PRIDE AND     ) 

THE CITY OF WOODLAKE                      ) 

  

 

Councilmember _______, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. Accept the 

request for the termination of the agreement between Woodlake Pride and the City of Woodlake.    

 

WHEREAS, since 2001 Woodlake Pride and the City of Woodlake have had an agreement in place 

that allows Woodlake Pride to run the Woodlake Botanical Garden on City of Woodlake and 

Wutchumna Water Company property; and 

 

WHEREAS, on July 13, 2017, the Woodlake Pride Board of Directors voted unanimously to 

terminate the agreement between Woodlake Pride and the City of Woodlake; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake wishes to maintain the Woodlake Botanical Garden and assure 

that it continues to be an amenity to the residents of the City of Woodlake. 

    

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE to accept the request for the 

termination of the agreement between Woodlake Pride and the City of Woodlake.     

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember _______, and seconded by 

Councilmember _______, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held on 

August 14, 2017. 

 

 AYES: .  

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:      ___________________ 

        Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________ 

Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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1

Ramon Lara

From: Manuel Jimenez <mjjimenez350@outlook.com>
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2017 11:28 AM
To: Ramon Lara
Subject: Termination of agreement

Ramon, on behalf of the Woodlake Pride Board of Directors, we thank you and the city of Woodlake for empowering us
and our youth volunteers to establish one of the most beautiful gardens in central California.

As you know well, In recent years, we have been trying unsuccessfully to get the city to provide funds for capital
investment projects in the gardens. Last night, our board discussed this matter at length as we have for several
years. And, decided that life is short and we should move on. The Woodlake Pride Board of Directors voted unanimously
to terminate the agreement to, develop and maintain Woodlake Botanical Garden.

We will be doing some clean-up and have not set a date when we will turn the garden over to the city. We will let you
know as soon as we determine the appropriate date for the transition.

Manuel Jimenez, UC farm Advisor Emeritus – President, Woodlake Pride Inc.
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City of Woodlake 
 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM V-D  
August 14, 2017 

Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff  

 

SUBJECT: 

 

Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approve the Agreement Between the Wutchumna Water Company 

and the City of Woodlake for the Discharge of City Storm Water  

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

The Wutchumna Water Company’s Bravo Lake-Wutchumna Ditch system has assisted the City 

in disposing of storm waters and other miscellaneous occurring surface waters from within its 

boundaries as set forth in the City of Woodlake Storm Drain System Master Plan.  

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

The Wutchumna Water Company and City of Woodlake’s agreement that allows the discharge of 

storm waters into the Wutchumna Water Company’s system has expired.  The two entities have 

been working for months on a mutually beneficial agreement that will allow the continued use of 

Wutchumna’s system by the City.  The agreement would expire February 28, 2021 but could 

continue in five year intervals if both entities mutually agreed to do so.  The agreement is 

attached for review.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

Staff recommends that Council approve the agreement between the Wutchumna Water Compnay 

and the City of Woodlake for the continued discharging of City storm water into Wutchumna’s 

system.  

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

The City Storm Water Fund will cover all costs associated with testing and staff time necessary 

to run the pumps 

 

ATTACHMENTS:    

 

1. Resolution: Approve the Agreement Between the Wutchumna Water Company and the 

City of Woodlake for the Discharge of City Storm Water 

2. Attachment No. 1 – DRAFT Agreement   
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

In the matter of: 

 

APPROVE THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE    )  Resolution No. 

WUTCHUMNA WATER COMPANY AND THE    ) 

CITY OF WOODLAKE FOR DISCHARGE OF    ) 

CITY STORM WATER                                               ) 

 

Councilmember _______, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption.  Approve the 

agreement between the Wutchumna Water Company and the City of Woodlake for the discharge of 

City Storm Water. 

 

WHEREAS, the Wutchumna Water Company’s Bravo Lake-Wutchumna Ditch system has assisted 

the City in disposing of storm waters and other miscellaneous occurring surface waters from within 

its boundaries as set forth in the City of Woodlake Storm Drain System Master Plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Wutchumna Water Company and City of Woodlake’s agreement that allows the 

discharge of storm waters into the Wutchumna Water Company’s system has expired; and 

 

WHEREAS, two entities have develop a mutually beneficial agreement that will allow the 

continued use of Wutchumna’s system by the City. 

    

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE to approve the attached 

agreement between the Wutchumna Water Company and the City of Woodlake for the discharge of 

City Storm Water. 

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember _______, and seconded by 

Councilmember _______, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held on 

August 14, 2017. 

 

 AYES: .  

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:      ___________________ 

        Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________ 

Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 

123



 AGREEMENT 
 

 

 ------------------- 

 

This AGREEMENT is made and entered into in duplicate at Woodlake, California on the _______ 

day of _________________, 2017 by and between WUTCHUMNA WATER COMPANY, a California 

Corporation, hereinafter called “Wutchumna, WWC or The Company”, and the CITY OF WOODLAKE, 

a Municipal Corporation, hereinafter called “City” or “Licensee.”. 

 W I T N E S S E T H: 

WHEREAS, Wutchumna Water Company is the owner of easements and the owner in fee of 

certain real property on which is located the banks, levees, drains, drain ditches, ditches, and headgates in 

which Wutchumna stores, conveys, transfers, or impounds water from the Kaweah River including a 

water reservoir constituting what is commonly known as Bravo Lake; and 

WHEREAS, Wutchumna Water Company is a private entity engaged in the importation and 

delivery of water through its water irrigation system for irrigation purposes to stockholders and right 

holders of Wutchumna Water Company; and 

WHEREAS, the means, methods and descriptions of locations of portions of Wutchumna Water 

Company’s Bravo Lake-Wutchumna Ditch system that has assisted The City in disposing of storm drain 

and runoff waters and other miscellaneous occurring surface waters, sometimes hereinafter called Urban 

Runoff Water (URW), from within its boundaries are set forth in the CITY OF WOODLAKE STORM 

DRAIN SYSTEM MASTER PLAN prepared by Quad Knopf in March of 2010; and  

WHEREAS, the City desires to obtain and Wutchumna Water Company desires to issue to the 

City a non-exclusive license to discharge URW into ditches owned or managed by Wutchumna Water 

Company including a license to construct, access and maintain pumping facilities on Wutchumna Water 

Company land; and  
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WHEREAS, Wutchumna Water Company is willing under specific conditions herein contained to 

help transport City Urban Runoff Water or some portion thereof that can be safely conveyed in its existing 

structures but only if it is held harmless from any liability incurred by receiving City Urban Runoff Water 

and City names Wutchumna Water Company as an additional insured on a policy providing coverage 

acceptable to Wutchumna Water Company; and 

WHEREAS, it is foreseeable that conflicts may arise out of contemporaneous and conflicting uses 

of ditches and structures by the parties; and 

WHEREAS, permission for additional, specified uses have been desired by the City and a 

non-exclusive license has been given, subject always to the City’s agreement to indemnify and hold 

Wutchumna harmless from any claims for harm, loss, damage, and liability; and  

WHEREAS, the City experiences from time to time heavy Urban Runoff Water from the nearby 

mountains and some localized flooding within its city limits; and  

WHEREAS, the City has assumed the expense and responsibility for pumping Urban Runoff 

Water, provided that Wutchumna Water Company’s Bravo Lake and facilities have the capability to 

safely accept said waters into Bravo Lake and/or discharged into any Wutchumna Water Company 

facility; the right to reject said water shall remain at the discretion of Wutchumna Water Company if the 

quantity or quality exceeds the thresholds agreed to by both the City and Wutchumna Water Company. 

NOW THEREFORE, THE PARTIES AGREE AND COVENANT as follows: 

1.  Use of Wutchumna Water Company Ditches by City for Storm Drain Purposes.  

Wutchumna Water Company does hereby give and grant to the City a non-exclusive license to pump 

Urban Runoff Water, or otherwise divert water from its storm drain system, into the irrigation system of 

Wutchumna Water Company running through the City, in the City, or along or near the boundary lines of 

the City. 
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2.  Wutchumna Water Company Need Not Accept Unsafe Quantity or Quality of Water.  

Wutchumna Water Company agrees to receive or accept from the City only as much Urban Runoff Water 

as it can safely transport into Wutchumna Water Company’s system or ditches and the City agrees to 

discharge Urban Runoff Water only. 

3.  City Agrees to Indemnify and Hold Wutchumna Water Company Harmless.  In 

consideration of the grant of the license herein and the other benefits provided by Wutchumna Water 

Company to the City, the City agrees to hold Wutchumna Water Company harmless from liability for any 

Urban Runoff Water that causes damages within the City or the surrounding area because of the City’s use 

of the license granted to it or the use of Bravo Lake and/or Wutchumna Water Company’s ditch(es) to 

carry off Urban Runoff Water or the City’s unilateral non-use of said lake and/or ditch(es) for said 

purpose(s). The City agrees to indemnify Wutchumna Water Company and to hold Wutchumna Water 

Company, its directors, officers, stockholders, employees and agents, free and harmless from any and all 

demands, claims, loss, harm, damage and liability, including all reasonable attorney’s fees and costs 

defending from any and all claims, demands, loss, damage, harm and/or liability arising directly or 

indirectly from the intake of Urban Runoff Water into the Wutchumna Water Company system and/or the 

pumping of Urban Runoff Water or the City’s unilateral failure to pump Urban Runoff Water into the 

Wutchumna Water Company system, as well as from the maintenance of diesel engine(s), pumps or 

pumping facilities, or failure to maintain them adequately, as well as any and all reasonable attorney’s fees 

and costs incurred in connection with enforcing this indemnity and hold harmless agreement. 

4. City Will Add Wutchumna Water Company as an Additional Insured.  In 

consideration of the license from Wutchumna Water Company and to assure the City’s ability to hold 

Wutchumna Water Company harmless as aforesaid, the City shall name Wutchumna Water Company as 

an additional insured on the City’s insurance policy with an insurance company and coverage in an 

amount acceptable to Wutchumna Water Company. 
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5. Further Water Quantity and Quality (Non-Pollution) Terms and Conditions.  The 

parties agree that Wutchumna Water Company agrees to receive Urban Runoff Water that it can accept 

safely into its system.  Wutchumna will accept Urban Runoff Water only and the City agrees to discharge 

Urban Runoff Water only and only in amounts that Wutchumna can safely accept.  In addition, the parties 

agree: 

a.  Wutchumna Water Company reserves the ultimate right to cause discharges of 

Storm Water and Urban Runoff Water into its water irrigation system to cease and desist, 

with advance notice, should water quantity exceed flows that Wutchumna can safely 

accept. 

b.  The City alone shall be responsible for compliance with applicable State or Federal 

laws and regulations relating to the City’s discharge of storm drainage, urban runoff and 

any related discharges into the Wutchumna Water Company system, including the 

obtaining of any necessary permit(s) under State or Federal law, and City shall defend, 

indemnify and hold Wutchumna Water Company harmless from any claim of violation of 

such State or Federal laws and regulations arising from any discharge of Storm Water, 

Urban Runoff Water, or incidental water by the City into Wutchumna Water Company’s 

system pursuant to this Agreement.  

c. The City shall conduct Urban Runoff Water sampling at a minimum two (2) times 

per year.  The first sampling before the end of the year after the first rain event that occurs 

between October - December; the second sampling shall occur after the first of the year and 

before the end of the historical wet season between April - June.  Events should not be 

sampled at even intervals but, for example, during dry conditions, at first flush/rain event 

discharge events, and during the events set forth above. Sampling shall be performed by 

personnel trained to obtain samples.  Testing shall be performed by a State of California 
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Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (ELAP) certified laboratory.  The City 

shall retain said test results for at least five (5) years.  The testing of water required by the 

City shall include those constituents listed in attached EXHIBIT C.  Action thresholds, as 

determined by the State, will be dependent on flow and/or dilution. Drinking water 

standards set forth by the State shall not apply.   

6.  Maintenance of Structures/Pumps.  The existing stormwater pipes running from the 

current pumping station through the existing levy shall be removed with all cost to be paid by the City.  

However, before commencement of any removal work is commenced, 30 days’ prior written approval of 

the plans and specifications for such work must first be obtained from Wutchumna Water Company which 

shall not be unreasonably delayed or denied, including identifying each entity and/or contractor that will 

do the work of removal of existing pipes through the levy and replacement thereof with pipes over the 

levy.  Said removal and replacement shall be accomplished within a reasonable time frame acceptable to 

Wutchumna Water Company as confirmed in writing by Wutchumna Water Company before the 

commencement of work.  The Urban Runoff Water pipes to replace the existing pipes shall be designed 

to run over the top of the Wutchumna Water Company levy with all cost to be paid by the City and with 

prior written approval of the plans, specifications, and entity and/or contractor to install the replacement 

pipes having first been obtained from Wutchumna Water Company.   The City shall obtain all necessary 

Federal, State and local permits including, but not limited to Air Permits, and other associated permits and 

retain the same on file for public review. 

The City agrees to maintain at its cost and expense all City pipelines to be used to evacuate Urban 

Runoff Water including the 3-foot by 3-foot square poured in place concrete discharge pipe (referred to in 

paragraph 7. below) until it is abandoned or removed.   

The City agrees to adequately maintain at the City’s own cost and expense all diesel, natural gas 

and/or electric engines, pumps and pumping facilities that may be used in the discharge of Urban Runoff 
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Water.  

The legal description of the license to construct, access and maintain the pumping facilities 

contemplated by this Agreement shall be located at the North levee of Bravo Lake in the general location 

of the existing pumping facilities as described in the attached EXHIBIT A.   

A Map showing the location of area where the City has license to construct, access and maintain 

the pumping facilities contemplated by this Agreement is shown in the attached EXHIBIT B. 

Wutchumna Water Company has previously relinquished all responsibility for both operating and 

maintaining such facilities and the City again hereby accepts such responsibility. 

The City further agrees that if it should decide to abandon the use of the pump(s), the diesel 

engine(s), or the related pipeline, as well as any replacement pump(s), engines or replacement pipeline, 

that if Wutchumna Water Company after reasonable notice declines to accept and dispose of said 

property, the City shall dispose of the same at its own cost and expense. 

Any and all work on the diesel pumps or pumping facilities including any removal thereof shall be 

done in a good and workmanlike manner. Any maintenance and repairs to the pumps or pumping 

facilities, including any supplies or parts used, or the replacement of said pump(s) or pumping facilities at 

Bravo Lake by Licensee shall be paid for by Licensee. 

7. City to Pursue Storm Drain Master Plan.  The City shall expeditiously pursue an 

appropriate Urban Runoff Water Master Plan to take care of Urban Runoff Water beyond the capacity of 

the Wutchumna Water Company to accept.  As part of the City’s Urban Runoff Water Master Plan, the 

City agrees it will no longer use the existing 3-foot by 3-foot square poured in place concrete pipe 

currently taking water from north of Bravo lake and discharging it into the Wutchumna Water Company 

ditch near its business office after completion of all phases of the pump station improvements. 

8.  Operation and Control of Headgates and Diversion Points. The City agrees that 

Wutchumna Water Company retains the right to exercise exclusive control of the headgates and diversion 
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points which regulate the flow of water into and through Wutchumna Water Company’s irrigation system 

and structures subject to this Agreement, including during the storm seasons. 

9.  Acceptance of Storm Water Subject to Wutchumna Water Company Spare 

Capacity. The City understands and agrees that Wutchumna Water Company acceptance of Urban 

Runoff Water provided in paragraph 2 above is subject to the existence of “spare capacity” in Wutchumna 

Water Company’s system at the time of the desired discharge. “Spare capacity” is defined as additional 

and safe water carrying capacity.  City shall have a non-exclusive license to control the pumping stations 

and diversion points the City maintains for the purpose of diverting Urban Runoff Water pursuant to this 

Agreement into the subject structures, providing that such operation does not cause the volume of such 

discharges to exceed safe volumes of capacity or non-polluting quality as reasonably determined by 

Wutchumna Water Company based upon relevant Action thresholds set by the State, depending of flow/or 

dilution. 

10.  Effective Date and Term of Agreement. The terms and conditions of this Agreement 

shall expire on 6/30/2021 but thereafter shall continue in five (5) year intervals unless 30 days written 

notice is provided by both the City and WWC. The license to operate and maintain the pump station shall 

be continuous, unless terminated by mutual agreement between both the City and WWC.  This agreement 

shall have no force or effect upon a determination that performance of any provision will result or has 

resulted in violation of State or Federal law. 

11.  Consideration Comprised of Mutual Benefits to Parties. It is the intention of the parties 

that the mutual benefits to the parties contained in this Agreement, including but not limited to the 

exchange of mutual promises, the disposal of Urban Runoff Water from City into the irrigation system of 

Wutchumna Water Company as authorized by this Agreement, and any other direct or indirect benefits 

which may accrue to the City through the operations of Wutchumna Water Company, shall constitute due 

and adequate consideration in support of this Agreement. 
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12.  Representations and Warranties of Authority. Each party represents to the other party 

that such party has the full power and authority to enter into this Agreement, that the execution and 

delivery thereof will not violate any agreement to which such party is a party or by which such party is 

bound, and that this Agreement, as executed and delivered, constitutes a valid and binding obligation of 

such party, enforceable in accordance with its terms. The corporate, partnership, and association 

signatories to this Agreement expressly warrant that they have been authorized by their respective 

company, partnership, or association entities to execute this Agreement and to bind them to the terms and 

provisions hereof. Any public agency signatory to this Agreement represents and warrants that the 

Agreement is executed in compliance with a resolution of the governing entity of the public agency, duly 

adopted by the governing entity and transcribed in full in the minutes of the governing entity. Any 

individual signing this Agreement on behalf of a public agency represents that she/he has full authority to 

do so. However, Wutchumna Water Company is making no warranty of merchantability or design or 

condition of the pumps, diesel engines, or pumping facilities.   

General Terms 

13.  Duty to Cooperate. Each party shall cooperate so as to facilitate the other party's efforts to 

carry out its obligations under this Agreement. 

14.  Successors and Transferees. The obligations and benefits of this Agreement do not run 

with the land, and are personal to the City and Wutchumna Water Company and are not assignable or 

transferable by either party. 

15.  Entire Agreement. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties, 

and it is expressly understood and agreed that the Agreement has been freely and voluntarily entered into 

by the parties with the advice of counsel, who have explained the legal effect of this Agreement. The terms 

of this Agreement are contractual and not mere recitals. The parties further acknowledge that no 

warranties, representations or inducements not contained in this Agreement have been made on any 
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subject in connection with this Agreement, and that they have not been induced to execute this Agreement 

by reason of non-disclosure or suppression of any fact. This Agreement may not be altered, modified or 

otherwise changed in any respect except by writing, duly executed by the parties or their authorized 

representatives. This Agreement is fully integrated and no rights which are not expressly granted herein 

shall be deemed to exist. 

16.  Construction. The parties acknowledge that each party and its counsel have reviewed and 

either revised or had the opportunity to revise this Agreement and that no rule of construction to the effect 

that any ambiguities are to be resolved against the drafting party shall be employed in the interpretation of 

this Agreement. 

17. Severability. In the event, any of the terms, conditions or covenants contained in this 

Agreement is held to be invalid, any such invalidity shall not affect any other terms, conditions or 

covenants contained herein which shall remain in full force and effect. 

18.  Governing Law. The interpretation and enforcement of this Agreement shall be governed 

by California law.  The City agrees that the City as well as any sub-licensee of the City’s license, 

including but not limited to the Woodlake Botanical Garden Project on the north side of the Bravo Lake 

levee, is subject to compliance with regulations and recommendations of the California Department of 

Water Resources, Division of Safety of Dams.  A Report dated 11/4/2016 following an inspection by the 

Division of Safety of Dams recommends that all “visually obscuring vegetation present on the 

downstream slope (of the levee) should be removed or trimmed so that the embankment is visible for 

inspections.  The oak tree planted in the northwest corner of the embankment should be removed. “   

19.  Remedies. Any motion or other action by the parties to enforce this Agreement shall be 

filed or otherwise brought and adjudicated in the Tulare County Superior Court. The parties shall meet and 

confer and attempt to resolve their differences informally before commencing any action to enforce this 

Agreement. 
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20.  Time of the Essence. Time is expressly declared to be of the essence of this Agreement 

and of every provision hereof in which time is an element. 

 

IN WITNESS, WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement to be effective as of the 

date and year last below written. 

DATED:    _____________________. WUTCHUMNA WATER COMPANY, Licensor 

 

By_______________________________________ 

Scott Edwards  CEO/President 

: 

 

By______ _________________________________ 

David Hengst  CFO/Secretary  

 

 

 

DATED:    _____________________. CITY OF WOODLAKE, Licensee 

 

 

By_______________________________________ 

Mayor 

 

 

By_______________________________________ 

City Clerk 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:   __________________________________________ 

City Attorney or Deputy  Date 
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EXHIBIT A 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
WATER EASEMENT 

 
BEING A WATER EASEMENT LYING WITHIN THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF 
SECTION 31, TOWNSHIP 17 SOUTH, RANGE 27 EAST, MOUNT DIABLO MERIDIAN, 
SITUATED IN THE CITY OF WOODLAKE, COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA, MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
COMMENCING AT A CITY OF WOODLAKE TYPE ‘C’ STREET MONUMENT 
LOCATED ON THE CENTERLINE OF HOLLY STREET, 25.00 FEET NORTH OF THE 
CENTERLINE OF NARANJO BOULEVARD AS SHOWN ON THAT CERTAIN 
SUBDIVISION MAP  ENTITLED “VAN DELLEN SUBDIVISION” RECORDED IN BOOK 
41 OF MAPS AT PAGE 17, TULARE COUNTY RECORDS; THENCE FROM SAID 
MONUMENT, SOUTH 00°04’40” EAST, ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF HOLLY 
STREET, A DISTANCE OF 25.00 FEET TO THE CENTERLINE OF NARANJO 
BOULEVARD, SAID CENTERLINE ALSO BEING THE NORTH LINE OF SAID 
SECTION 31; THENCE ALONG SAID CENTERLINE AND SECTION LINE, NORTH 
89°45’52” WEST, A DISTANCE OF 367.18 FEET; THENCE LEAVING SAID 
CENTERLINE AND SECTION LINE, SOUTH 00°14’08” WEST, A DISTANCE OF 25.00 
FEET TO THE SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF NARANJO BOULDVARD AND THE 
TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING; 
 
THENCE (1)  CONTINUING SOUTH 00°14’08” WEST, 49.18 FEET;  
 
THENCE (2)  SOUTH 07°44’06” WEST, 226.51 FEET;  
 
THENCE (3)  NORTH 82°15’54” WEST, 140.00 FEET;  
 
THENCE (4)  NORTH 07°44’06” EAST, 217.34 FEET; 
 
THENCE (5)  NORTH 00°14’08” EAST, 40.00 FEET TO THE SAID SOUTH RIGHT OF 

WAY LINE OF NARANJO BOULEVARD;  
 
THENCE (6)  SOUTH 89°45’52” EAST, ALONG SAID RIGHT OF WAY LINE, A 

DISTANCE OF 140.00 FEET TO THE TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING 
AND THE END OF THIS DESCRIPTION;  

 
 
CONTAINING 37,426 SQUARE FEET (0.86 ACRES) MORE OR LESS. 
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City of Woodlake 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM V-E 
August 14, 2017 

Prepared by Jason Waters, City Staff 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approve the Agreements Between the City of 

Woodlake and Wutchumna Water Company and Sentinel Butte Mutual Water 

Company to Include Wutchumna and Sentinel Butte Properties Within the Greater 

Kaweah GSA 

 
BACKGROUND: 

 

On September 16, 2014, Governor Jerry Brown signed into law the Sustainable 

Groundwater Management Act of 2014 (“SGMA”), which authorized local agencies to 

manage groundwater in a sustainable fashion. SGMA requires all high- and medium-

priority groundwater basins, as designated by the California Department of Water 

Resources (“DWR”), to be managed by a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“GSA”). 

  

DISCUSSION: 

 
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act requires all local agencies to be part of 

a Groundwater Sustainability Agency. As part of the GSA process the City needed to 

establish our service are to include within the Greater Kaweah GSA. The City requested 

to include the entirety of the City’s service area with the GSA boundaries.  Initially, 

Wutchumna Water Company investigated the possibility of including Bravo Lake, 

which is within City Limits, to be included in the East Kaweah GSA. Sentinel Butte 

Water Company also investigated the possibility of having their property including in 

the East Kaweah GSA. The City’s position has been to keep the entirety of the City and 

its service areas within the jurisdiction of the Greater Kaweah GSA.  

 

The attached resolution would approve an agreement with Wutchumna Water Company 

and Sentinel Butte Mutual Water Company that would require the inclusion of Bravo 

Lake and properties owned by Wutuhumna Water Company that are within City Limits 

to be included within the Greater Kaweah GSA. The agreement also commits the City 

to work with Wutchumna and Sentinel Butte as GSA regulations are being established. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve the agreements between  the City of 

Woodlake and Wutchumna Water Company and Sentinel Butte Mutual Water 

Company. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
There is no fiscal impact. 

  

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 

1. Resolution Adoption of Resolution: Approve the Agreements Between the City of 

Woodlake and Wutchumna Water Company and Sentinel Butte Mutual Water 

Company to Include Wutchumna and Sentinel Butte Properties Within the 

Greater Kaweah GSA 

2. Attachment No. 1 – Wutchumna Agreement   

3. Attachment No. 2- Sentinel Butte Agreement  
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  

OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

In the matter of: 

 

APPROVE THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE )  Resolution No. 

CITY OF WOODLAKE AND WUTCHUMNA )  

WATER COMPANY AND SENTINEL BUTTE ) 

MUTUAL WATER COMPANY TO INCLUDE ) 

WUTCHUMNA AND SENTINEL BUTTE  ) 

PROPERTIES WITHI THE GREATER  )  

KAWEAH GSA     ) 

 

Councilmember _______, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption.  Approve the 

Agreement Between the City of Woodlake and Wutchumna Water Company and Sentinel Butte 

Mutual Water Company to Include Wutchumna and Sentinel Butte Properties Within the Greater 

Kaweah GSA 

 

WHEREAS, the Wutchumna Water Company and Sentinel Butte Mutual Water Company have 

properties within the Woodlake City Limits; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake is participating within the Greater Kaweah GSA; and 

 

WHEREAS, these entities have develop a mutually beneficial agreement that will allow the 

inclusion of Wutchumna’s properties within the City of Woodlake in the Greater Kaweah GSA and 

Sentinel Butte Mutual Water Company’s property within the Greater Kaweah GSA. 

    

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE to approve the 

agreements between the City of Woodlake and Wutchumna Water Company and Sentinel Butte 

Mutual Water Company to include Wutchumna and Sentinel Butte properties within the Greater 

Kaweah GSA. 

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember _______, and seconded by 

Councilmember _______, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held on 

August 14, 2017. 

 

 AYES: .  

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:      ___________________ 

        Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________ 

Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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CONFIDENTIAL NEGOTIATIONS 

 

Term Sheet to Resolve Overlapping GSA Boundaries 

 

This Agreement is made, entered into, and effective as of the ____ day of May, 2017, by and 

between THE CITY OF WOODLAKE, and WUTCHUMNA WATER COMPANY, 

(collectively referred to as the “Parties.”) 

 

RECITALS 

 

WHEREAS, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) was enacted on September 

16, 2014; 

 

WHEREAS, on December 27, 2016, East Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

(EKGSA) elected to manage groundwater for part of the Kaweah subbasin under the terms of 

SGMA; 

 

WHEREAS, on August 22, 2016, the City of Woodlake approved participation in the Greater 

Kaweah GSA (GKGSA) Joint Powers Authority(JPA) and agreed to have GKGSA manage 

groundwater for that part of the Kaweah subbasin underlying the City of Woodlake and its 

service areas under the terms of SGMA; 

 

WHEREAS, Wutchumna Water Company owns or serves lands within the boundaries of the 

City of Woodlake, more specifically identified by the following APN number(s) and other such 

parcels as may be known or unknown that Wutchumna Water Company owns or serves:  

 

060-160-058; 061-070-026; 061-070-032; 061-182-014; 061-210-015; 061-210-035 

 

(collectively, the above described parcel(s) are referred to as the “Overlapped Area”); 

 

WHEREAS, the Wutchumna Water Company requested that the Overlapped Area be included in 

the EKGSA for purposes of groundwater management under SGMA, but the City of Woodlake 

has agreed to commit all its jurisdiction and service areas to the GKGSA; and 

 

WHEREAS, both the GKGSA and EKGSA have filed notices to include the Overlapped Area 

within their respective Groundwater Sustainability Agencies. 

 

AGREEMENT 

 

NOW THEREFORE the parties agree as follows: 

 

1. Wutchumna Water Company consents to the inclusion of the Overlapped Area within 

the GKGSA and commits to complying with all GKGSA policies and procedures. 

2. All properties located within the “Overlapped Area” will lose their designation as an 

“Overlapped Area” when City water or sewer services are provided to the APN or 

when a zone change is completed which allows the property to be developed.   

140



 

3. The Wutchumna Water Company and the City of Woodlake will propose changes to 

the GKGSA’s and EKGSA’s respective maps necessary to include the City of 

Woodlake exclusively in the GKGSA, resolving the conflict of the Overlapped Area. 

4. The Wutchumna Water Company and the City of Woodlake will jointly request that a 

coordinated management of the Overlapped Area will be included as part of the 

Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) of the GKGSA, and that the exercise of any 

authority by GKGSA (the “Sustainability Measures”) for the Overlapped Area be 

consistent with EKGSA’s Sustainability Measures for lands within the service area of 

Wutchumna Water Company that are included within the EKGSA. 

5. If, at any future date, GKGSA’s actual proposed implementation of Sustainability 

Measures for the Overlapped Area are more onerous or restrictive than EKGSA’s 

actual or proposed Sustainability Measures for lands within the service area of 

Wutchumna Water Company, any Party may request that the other Parties promptly 

meet and confer regarding the future management of the Overlapped Area. 

6. The Parties agree to coordinate and facilitate any transition in GSA status under this 

agreement to the extent reasonably necessary, including conducting GSA formation 

or modification proceedings as necessary to avoid any new overlaps or the creation of 

unmanaged areas. 

7. Effective Date and Term of Agreement. The terms and conditions of this Agreement 

shall expire on 6/30/2021 but thereafter shall continue in five (5) year intervals unless 

30 days written notice is provided by both the City and WWC.  

 

 

 

CITY OF WOODLAKE      WUTCHUMNA 

         WATER COMPANY 

 

 

 

 ____________________     ____________________ 

 By:        By: 

 Its:        Its: 
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CONFIDENTIAL NEGOTIATIONS 

 

Term Sheet to Resolve Overlapping GSA Boundaries 

 

This Agreement is made, entered into, and effective as of the ____ day of May, 2017, by and 

between THE CITY OF WOODLAKE, and SENTINEL BUTTE MUTUAL WATER 

COMPANY (“Sentinel Butte MWC”), (collectively referred to as the “Parties.”) 

 

RECITALS 

 

WHEREAS, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) was enacted on September 

16, 2014; 

 

WHEREAS, on December 27, 2016, East Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

(EKGSA) elected to manage groundwater for part of the Kaweah subbasin under the terms of 

SGMA; 

 

WHEREAS, on August 22, 2016, the City of Woodlake approved participation in the Greater 

Kaweah GSA (GKGSA) Joint Powers Authority (JPA) and agreed to have GKGSA manage 

groundwater for that part of the Kaweah subbasin underlying the City of Woodlake and its 

service areas under the terms of SGMA; 

 

WHEREAS, Sentinel Butte MWC owns or serves lands within the boundaries of the City of 

Woodlake, more specifically identified by the following APN number(s) and other such parcels 

as may be known or unknown that Sentinel Butte MWC owns or serves:  

 

060-160-056;  

  

(collectively, the above described parcel(s) are referred to as the “Overlapped Area”); 

 

WHEREAS, the Sentinel Butte MWC requested that the Overlapped Area be included in the 

EKGSA for purposes of groundwater management under SGMA, but the City of Woodlake has 

agreed to commit all its jurisdiction and service areas to the GKGSA; and 

 

WHEREAS, both the GKGSA and EKGSA have filed notices to include the Overlapped Area 

within their respective Groundwater Sustainability Agencies. 

 

AGREEMENT 

 

NOW THEREFORE the parties agree as follows: 

 

1. Sentinel Butte MWC consents to the inclusion of the Overlapped Area within the 

GKGSA and commits to complying with all GKGSA policies and procedures. 

2. All properties located within the “Overlapped Area” will lose their designation as an 

“Overlapped Area” when City water or sewer services are provided to the APN or 

when a zone change is completed which allows the property to be developed.   
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3. The Sentinel Butte MWC and the City of Woodlake will propose changes to the 

GKGSA’s and EKGSA’s respective maps necessary to include the City of Woodlake 

exclusively in the GKGSA, resolving the conflict of the Overlapped Area. 

4. The Sentinel Butte MWC and the City of Woodlake will jointly request that a 

coordinated management of the Overlapped Area will be included as part of the 

Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) of the GKGSA, and that the exercise of any 

authority by GKGSA (the “Sustainability Measures”) for the Overlapped Area be 

consistent with EKGSA’s Sustainability Measures for lands within the service area of 

Sentinel Butte MWC that are included within the EKGSA. 

5. If, at any future date, GKGSA’s actual proposed implementation of Sustainability 

Measures for the Overlapped Area are more onerous or restrictive than EKGSA’s 

actual or proposed Sustainability Measures for lands within the service area of 

Sentinel Butte MWC, any Party may request that the other Parties promptly meet and 

confer regarding the future management of the Overlapped Area. 

6. The Parties agree to coordinate and facilitate any transition in GSA status under this 

agreement to the extent reasonably necessary, including conducting GSA formation 

or modification proceedings as necessary to avoid any new overlaps or the creation of 

unmanaged areas. 

7. Effective Date and Term of Agreement. The terms and conditions of this Agreement 

shall expire on 6/30/2021 but thereafter shall continue in five (5) year intervals unless 

30 days written notice is provided by both the City and WWC.  

 

 

CITY OF WOODLAKE     SENTINEL BUTTE MUTUAL 

        WATER COMPANY 

 

 

 

 ____________________    ____________________ 

 By:       By: 

 Its:       Its: 
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