
Date: October 26, 2015 (Monday) 
Time: 6:30 p.m.  
Place:  City Council Chambers 
            350 North Valencia Blvd. 
            Woodlake, CA 93286 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the California Ralph M. 
Brown Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, including 
auxiliary aids, translation requests, or other accommodations, or to be able to access this 
agenda and documents in the agenda packet, please contact City Hall at 559-564-8055 at 
least 3 days prior to the meeting.       
 
The full agenda including staff reports and supporting materials are available at City Hall. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME 
  
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
III. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Council on 
items within its jurisdiction but not on this agenda.  NOTE:  Prior to action by the 
Council on any item on this agenda, the public may comment on that item.  Unscheduled 
comments may be limited to 3 minutes. 
 
All items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and non-controversial by 
City staff and will be approved by one motion if no member of the Council or public 
wishes to comment or ask questions.  Items pulled from the Calendar will be considered 
separately. 
 
IV.  CONSENT CALENDAR –ACTION AND INFORMATION ITEMS 
Request Approval of the Consent Calendar Action Items (IV. A-B) 
 
 A. Action: Approval of Minutes of the regular meeting held on October 12,  
  2015 (Pages 1-3) 
 B. Action: Approval of Warrants (Pages 4-30) 
 



 

V.  ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS   

  
A. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Continuation of the Proclamation of the 

Existence of a Local Drought Emergency for the City of Woodlake (Pages 31-35) 
B. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Reaffirm the Approval of Emergency 

Expenditures for the Development and Implementation of the City of Woodlake 
Well Project (Pages 36-39) 

C. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the Agreement Between the County 
of Tulare and the City of Woodlake for Public Transportation Services for the 
Period of July 1,  2015 Through June 30, 2016 (Pages 40-48) 

D. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Absences Beyond the Notification Date of 
September 29, 2015 are Inexcusable Unless a Written Request for Permission to 
be Absent is Approved by the City Council (Pages 49-51) 
 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

 A.  Information: Items from Staff 
 B.  Information: Items from Council Members 
 C.  Request from Council Members for Future Agenda Items 
 
VII.  CLOSED SESSION 

 
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
 
As provided in the Ralph M. Brown Act, Government Code sections 54950 et seq., the 
Governing Board may meet in closed session with members of its staff and its attorneys. These 
sessions are not open to the public and may not be attended by members of the public.  The 
matters the Council will meet on in closed session are identified below or are those matters 
appropriately identified in open session as requiring immediate attention and arising after the 
posting of the agenda.  Any public reports of action taken in the closed session will be made in 
accordance with Government Code sections 54957.1 
 
“Documents: If distributed to the Council less than 72 hours before a regular meeting, any public 
records which are subject to public inspection and pertain to an open-session item on the regular 
meeting agenda shall be available at the following address at the time they are distributed to a 
majority of the Council: 350 North Valencia Boulevard, Woodlake, California 93286.  Public 
records distributed to the Council at a public meeting will be available to the public at such 
meeting if they were prepared by the City.   
Exemptions and details in Government Code§ 54957.5 (a) shall apply.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
VIII. ADJOURN 
 
The next scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Monday, November 9, 2015 at 6:30 
p.m. at City Council Chambers located at 350 North Valencia Boulevard, Woodlake, CA 93286. 
 
City Council: 
 
Rudy Mendoza - Mayor 
Frances Ortiz - Vice Mayor 
Chuck Ray - Councilmember 
Greg Gonzalez Jr. - Councilmember 
Jose L. Martinez - Councilmember 



  
WOODLAKE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES             October 12, 2015 

 
    
PRESENT: Councilmembers Mendoza, Martinez & Ortiz 
OTHERS: Lara, Waters, Diaz, Marquez, Zacarias and Castillo 
ABSENT: G. Gonzalez Jr. & Ray 
 
FLAG SALUTE 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
 
IV. CONSENT CALENDAR –ACTION AND INFORMATION ITEMS 
Request Approval of the Consent Calendar Action Items (IV. A-C) 
 A. Action: Approval of Minutes of the regular meeting held on September 28, 
  2015 
 B. Action: Approval of Warrants 
 C. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of September 2015 Monthly  
  Report of Investments 
  ON A MOTION BY MARTINEZ, SECOND BY ORTIZ,   
  IT WAS VOTED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT    
  CALENDAR.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  
City Administrator Lara asked Council to move Items A & B to the end of the meeting to 
allow for a 4th Councilmember to arrive at meeting to allow for a quorum. 
 
V.  ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS   
 A. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Continuation of the Proclamation of the 

Existence of a Local Drought Emergency for the City of Woodlake 
 B. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Reaffirm the Approval of the Emergency  
  Expenditures for the Development and Implementation of the City of  
  Woodlake Well Project 
 C. Information: Ordinance Updates: Curfew, Graffiti, Mobile Food Vendors,  
  Lawn Parking, Water 
  Mayor Mendoza asked for City Attorney to clarify what will happen if a  
  minor is picked up after curfew.  City Attorney Diaz stated the minor  
  would be transported to the police station and officers would confirm if  
  the minor had permission or a valid reason to be out beyond curfew time.   
  If minor has permission they will be transported back to where they were  
  picked up.  If minor does not have permission, parents will be held   
  responsible and may be charged $50 an hour for officers time or minor  
  may be given community service hours.  Mayor Mendoza stated he wants  
  to ensure the ordinance is enforced to the fullest extent of the law.  City  
  Administrator Lara stated definitely but will always prioritize the   
  importance of the duties of the officers. 
  City Employee Waters reported the following regarding the water   
  ordinance:  water ordinance states the City is responsible for the water  
  meters that will be installed and the resident is responsible for the line that 
  runs from the water meter to the house.  Councilmember Ortiz asked if  
  residents have been notified of new ordinance.  City Administrator Lara  
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  stated yes.  City Employee Waters stated that each dwelling on a parcel  
  must have a water meter. 
 D. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Enter Into a Cooperative Agreement with 
  the State of California for State SHOPP Minor Funds Contribution as  
  Related to the City of Woodlake North Valencia Project 
  City Administrator Lara reported the following: on February 9, 2015 the  
  City Council approved expenditures to initiate the preliminary engineering 
  and right-of-way for the Woodlake North Valencia Project and requested  
  funding from the Tulare County Transportation Authority to pay for the  
  project’s preliminary engineering and right-of-way.  The cost of the  
  preliminary engineering is estimated to be $83,000 and the cost for right- 
  of-way is $32,000 for a total of $115,000.  The funding comes from the  
  City of Woodlake Bike/Pedestrian Tier 2 section of Measure R.  The City  
  was also awarded $895,000 in Active Transportation Program (ATP)  
  funds.  Those funds will be matched with $300,000 in State SHOPP Minor 
  Funds that were contributed from the State of California.  The project will  
  be funded with Measure R, ATP, SHOPP and local funds.  The project is  
  now fully funded and staff estimates construction to take place in the  
  Summer of 2016. 
  ON A MOTION BY ORTIZ, SECOND BY MARTINEZ IT WAS  
  VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND ENTER INTO A  
  COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH THE STAE OF   
  CALIFORNIA FOR STATE SHOPP MINOR FUNDS    
  CONTRIBUTION AS RELATED TO THE CITY OF WOODLAKE  
  NORTH VALENCIA PROJECT.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Mayor Mendoza asked that Items A & B be tabled for the next scheduled meeting and 
reminded all Councilmembers of the importance of their attendance at each and every 
City Council meeting. 
   

 VI. OTHER BUSINESS 
A.  Information: Items from Staff 
City Administrator Lara – reported the City broke ground on the Castle Rock project and 
Rehab project should break ground on October 15th.  Rite-Aid is moving along and is still 
on schedule to open early January.  The Roundabout will close thru traffic onto South 
Valencia but businesses will remain open for business.   
Chief Marquez – reported the Brewfest event went well and was well attended.  An 
AVOID program was conducted and 2 DUI arrests were made. 
Student Representative Castillo – reported the following regarding sports: Volleyball is at 
Lindsay, Tennis has finished their season and Football is home this week.  T-Shirts are on 
sale at the High School office for the Homecoming game on the 23rd.  The Counseling 
staff has been very helpful to the Seniors, preparing them for College. 
B. Information: Items from Council 
Councilmember Ortiz – reported she heard nothing but great stuff about Brewfest and is 
very happy with all staff. 
Councilmember Martinez – thanked the clean-up crew for Brewfest.  The parked looked 
very clean after the event.  Reminded staff that Council would like to know what the 
goals are for the next 5 years. 
Mayor Mendoza – reported he attended the San Joaquin Policy Council meeting and 
there was a lot of discussion of the Governor’s push towards transportation dollars for the 
high speed rail which will not do any good for a community like Woodlake but we are 
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still doing well with the projects we have done.  He was also fortunate enough to meet 
Jim Waite the coach who was portrayed in the McFarland movie. 
C.  Request from Council Members for Future Agenda Items 
 
VII.  CLOSED SESSION 
 
VIII. ADJOURN 
 
The next scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Monday, October 26, 2015 at 
6:30 p.m. at City Council Chambers located at 350 North Valencia Boulevard, Woodlake, 
CA 93286.  
 
City Council: 
Rudy Mendoza - Mayor 
Frances Ortiz - Vice Mayor 
Chuck Ray - Councilmember 
Greg Gonzalez Jr. - Councilmember 
Jose L. Martinez - Councilmember 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Irene Zacarias 
City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM V-A 
October 26, 2015 
Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Continuation of the Proclamation of the Existence 
of a Local Drought Emergency for the City of Woodlake  

 
BACKGROUND: 

 
The California Government Code section 8630 empowers the City Council of the City 
of Woodlake to proclaim the existence of a local drought emergency when the City of 
Woodlake is threatened or likely to be threatened by the conditions of extreme peril to 
the safety of persons and property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the 
services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of this City.  The City of Woodlake 
declared a drought emergency on the 26th day of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45.   
 
On January 17, 2014, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a state of 
emergency in the State of California due to current drought conditions in the State. The 
Governor’s proclamation acknowledged that the State of California is experiencing 
record dry conditions that have persisted since 2012, with 2014 projected to become the 
driest year on record and called upon all Californians to reduce their water usage by 20 
percent.   
  

DISCUSSION: 
 

The City of Woodlake water system is made up of five wells that are used as the only 
source to provide potable water to its residents.  The wells have seen a consistent drop 
in groundwater level due to the drought and diversion of water, which has increased 
ground water pumping in the area. These conditions have created a situation where City 
wells will need to be updated or replaced.  Due to the low water table, the wells have 
also become very inefficient.  All these factors have created a burden on the City’s 
water system. 
 
The City requested informal bids for the construction of a test well along the St. Johns 
River.  Well contractors are in large demand and soliciting bids was a challenge.  The 
City was able to secure the services of Western Strata Exploration, Inc., who began 
drilling a new well on October 20, 2015.  The well will now be engineered and 
connected to the current system.    

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 
Staff recommends that the City Council continue the proclamation by the City 
Council of the City of Woodlake, State of California, proclaiming existence of a 
local drought emergency for the City of Woodlake.  The City Council would review 
the need for continuing the local drought emergency at least once every 30 days until 
the Council terminates the local drought emergency.     31



 
FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
The City Water Fund has been largely depleted by the inefficiency, need of updating 
and replacement of City wells.  City staff will continue to look for other funding 
sources to construct future wells. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Resolution: Continuation of the Proclamation of the Existence of a Local Drought 
Emergency for the City of Woodlake  
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  
OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

In the matter of: 
 
CONTINUATION OF THE PROCLOMATION OF     ) Resolution No. 
OF THE EXISTENCE OF A LOCAL DROUGHT        ) 
EMERGENCY FOR THE CITY OF WOODLAKE      ) 
 
WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8630 empowers the City Council of the City of 
Woodlake to proclaim the existence of a local drought emergency when the City of Woodlake is 
threatened or likely to be threatened by the conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and 
property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment, and 
facilities of this City; and 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Woodlake declared a drought emergency on the 26th 
day of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45; and   
WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8558(c) states that a “local emergency” means 
the duly proclaimed existence of conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property 
within the territorial limits of the City caused by the drought; and  
WHEREAS, pursuant to City Charter, the City Administrator has requested the City Council to 
proclaim the existence of a local emergency; and  
WHEREAS, on January 17, 2014, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a state of 
emergency in the State of California due to current drought conditions in the state; and  
WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation acknowledged that the State of California is 
experiencing record dry conditions that have persisted since 2012; and  
WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation also noted that the snowpack in California’s mountains 
is alarmingly below the normal average level for this date; and  
WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation called upon all Californians to reduce their water usage 
by 20 percent; and  
WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation called upon local water suppliers and municipalities to 
implement water shortage contingency plans immediately in order to avoid or forestall outright 
restrictions that could become necessary later in the drought season; and  
WHEREAS, the current drought has negatively impacted local business, especially agricultural 
based business, of which City residents largely depend on; and  
WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake depends on ground water to provide potable water to its 
residents; and,  
WHEREAS, the City’s domestic wells have seen a consistent drop in groundwater levels, requiring 
that wells be updated and replaced, causing an economic burden on the City; and  
WHEREAS, persistent drought conditions have negatively impacted and continue to threaten the 
City’s economy; and  
WHEREAS, conditions of drought exacerbate already perilous fire conditions in the City; and  
WHEREAS, on January 15, 2014, the Secretary of the United States Department of Agriculture 
designated 27 California counties, [including Alameda, Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, Contra Costa, 
El Dorado, Fresno, Inyo, Kings, Kern, Los Angeles, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, Mono, Monterey, 
Sacramento, San Benito, San Bernardino, San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, Santa Clara, Santa 
Barbara, Stanislaus, Tulare, Tuolumne, and Ventura] as natural disaster areas due to drought which 
makes farm operators in the designated counties eligible to be considered for certain assistance 
including emergency loans from the U.S. Farm Service Agency for production losses; and  
WHEREAS, on January 17, 2014, the California State Resources Control Board notified all water 
rights holders in California that, in the coming months, if dry weather conditions persist, the State 
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Water Board will notify water right holders in critically dry watersheds of the requirement to limit 
or stop diversions of water under their water right, based upon the priority of their right; and  
WHEREAS, these conditions are likely to be beyond the services, equipment, personnel and fiscal 
resources of the City of Woodlake.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED by the City Council of the 
City of Woodlake that for reasons set forth herein, wishes to extend the proclamation of the 
existence of a local drought emergency in the City of Woodlake; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that federal and state agencies are requested to provide financial 
and other assistance to residents, water suppliers, water rights holders, ranchers, farmers, business 
owners and local governments in the City of Woodlake to help them mitigate the persistent drought 
conditions; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City’s water users heed the Governor’s request to reduce 
water usage by 20 percent.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that water suppliers and municipalities in the City of Woodlake 
heed the Governor’s request to implement water shortage contingency plans immediately in order to 
avoid or forestall outright restrictions that could become necessary later in the drought season.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all city water associates, power companies, other involved 
agencies, utilities, and individuals do whatever they can to equitably allocate the available water to 
mitigate to the extent possible the hardships resulting from the lack of water during this extended 
drought period of recovery.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of 
this local drought emergency the powers, functions, and duties of the emergency organization of this 
City shall be those prescribed by state law, ordinances, and resolutions existing and passed in 
conjunction with this emergency, and that this emergency shall be deemed to continue to exist until 
the City Council of the City of Woodlake , State of California, proclaims its termination. Further, it 
is directed that this emergency proclamation be forwarded to the Director of the Governor’s Office 
of Emergency Services and the Governor of the State of California.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that the City Council of the 
City of Woodlake hereby authorizes the undertaking of all extraordinary police and planning powers 
in response to this local drought emergency including but not limited to the ability to modify, 
amend, or issue planning codes, building or safety codes, environmental health codes, and such 
other codes, orders, and regulations as determined necessary for the duration of the emergency.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that public employees, 
officers, and governing bodies within the City are hereby granted full immunity to the extent 
allowed by law for actions undertaken in compliance with this proclamation.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of 
this local drought emergency, the City Administrator may request the City Council to amend this 
proclamation of a local drought emergency and, if this Council is not in session to amend this 
proclamation as necessary and, if this proclamation is amended by the City Administrator the 
Council shall take action to ratify the amendment within 30 days thereafter or the amendment shall 
have no further force or effect.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that this City Council will 
review the need for continuing the local drought emergency at least once every 30 days until this 
Council terminates the local drought emergency. [Note: Government Code section 8630(c) requires 
the governing board to review the local emergency at least once every 30 days until the governing 
body terminates the local emergency.] EXTENDED this 26th day of October 2015.  
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The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember _________, and seconded 
by Councilmember __________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held 
on October 26, 2015. 
 
 AYES:  
 NOES: 

ABSTAIN 
 ABSENT: 
 
 
 
        ____________________ 
        Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________ 
Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM V-B 
October 26, 2015 
Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Reaffirm the Approval of Emergency Expenditures 
for the Development and Implementation of the City of Woodlake Well Project  

 
BACKGROUND: 

 
The California Government Code section 8630 empowers the City Council of the City 
of Woodlake to proclaim the existence of a local drought emergency when the City of 
Woodlake is threatened or likely to be threatened by the conditions of extreme peril to 
the safety of persons and property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the 
services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of this City.  The Council declared a 
drought emergency on the 26th day of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45 and by 
Resolution No. 15-46 the Council approved an exemption pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and State CEQA Guidelines relating to the 
environmental evaluation of the City of Woodlake Water Well Project.  On June 22, 
2015 by Resolution No. 15-59 Council approved emergency expenditures for the 
development and implementation of the City of Woodlake Well Project.   
 
The City of Woodlake water system is made up of five wells that are used as the only 
source to provide potable water to its residents.  The wells have seen a consistent drop 
in groundwater level due to the drought and diversion of water, which has increased 
ground water pumping in the area. These conditions have created a situation where City 
wells will need to be updated or replaced.  Due to the low water table, the wells have 
also become very inefficient.  All these factors have created a burden on the City’s 
water system. 

 
DISCUSSION: 

 
With the continued drought and pumping of groundwater in the area, the City water 
system has begun to struggle to meet the demand of its customers.  Water tables 
continue to fall and wells continue to become more inefficient.  In an effort to protect 
the City’s water resources, the City has taken the necessary steps towards drilling new 
City wells and is looking at options to make their current wells more efficient. 
Pervasive drought conditions have also significantly increased demand for well 
contractors, who now have very long waiting lists to drill wells and no incentive to 
engage a bidding process, thereby creating procurement challenges for local public 
agencies. The City has also implemented its Stage 4 water regulations and has made 
major cuts in the use of water at City facilities. 
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At this time the City has begun the drilling of a well along the St. John’s River within 
the City Airport Property.  City staff believes that if a new, deeper well is not added to 
the current water system immediately, then the City may not have the ability to meet its 
customers’ demands in the near future.   
 
The declaration of an emergency, when passed by four-fifths votes of its members, 
allows the expenditure of public money for a new City well, which will allow the City 
to meet its consumers’ demands. The declaration has helped streamline the construction 
of the well by allowing the City to forego a competitive bid process as per the Public 
Contract Code.  When the Council approves such action then the declaration of 
emergency will have to be re-approved by a four-fifths vote at every regularly 
scheduled meeting until the action is terminated.       

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve the emergency expenditures of 
public money for the construction of a test well and new City well to meet the 
demands of its customers and to safeguard the health of City residents.  At this time 
staff is requesting that Council approve $186,000 in expenditures for the drilling of a 
400ft deep hole and 16 inch wide steel casing. The City Council will review the need 
for continuing emergency expenditures at every scheduled Council meeting until the 
action is terminated.  

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
The construction of a test well and new City well will be paid out of the Water Fund.  
Staff has currently allocated $750,000 to the project.    

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Resolution: Reaffirm the Approval of Emergency Expenditures for the 
Development and Implementation of the City of Woodlake Well Project  
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  
OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

In the matter of: 
 
REAFFIRM THE APPROVAL OF EMERGNECY         )  Resolution No. 
EXPENDITURES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND    )                            
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE ) 
WELL PROJECT                                                               ) 
 
WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8630 empowers the City Council of the City of 
Woodlake to proclaim the existence of a local drought emergency when the City of Woodlake is 
threatened or likely to be threatened by the conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and 
property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment, and 
facilities of this City; and  
WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8558(c) states that a “local emergency” means 
the duly proclaimed existence of conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property 
within the territorial limits of the City caused by the drought; and  
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Woodlake declared a drought emergency in the City of 
Woodlake on the 26th of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45; and  
WHEREAS, on January 17, 2014, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a state of 
emergency in the State of California due to current drought conditions in the state and said state of 
emergency remains in effect; and  
WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation acknowledged that the State of California is 
experiencing record dry conditions that have persisted since 2012, with 2014 projected to become 
the driest year on record; and  
WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation called upon local water suppliers and municipalities to 
implement water shortage contingency plans immediately in order to avoid or forestall outright 
restrictions that could become necessary later in the drought season; and  
WHEREAS, the current drought has negatively impacted local business, especially agricultural 
based business, of which City residents largely depend on; and  
WHEREAS, the City has implemented Stage 4 of its water conservation regulations, which restricts 
water use in the city; and  
WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake depends on ground water to provide potable water to its 
residents; and,  
WHEREAS, the City’s domestic wells have seen a consistent drop in groundwater levels, requiring 
that wells be updated and replaced, causing an economic burden on the City; and  
WHEREAS, persistent drought conditions have negatively impacted and continue to threaten the 
City’s economy; and  
WHEREAS, conditions of drought exacerbate already perilous fire conditions in the City; and  
WHEREAS, these conditions are likely to be beyond the services, equipment, personnel and fiscal 
resources of the City of Woodlake.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED by the City Council of the 
City of Woodlake that for reasons set forth herein, emergency expenditures may take place in order 
to safeguard the health of City residents by the construction of a new City well; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in case of an emergency the Public Contract Code section 
20168 allows for the legislative body to pass a resolution by at least a four-fifths vote of its 
members declaring that the public interest and necessity demand the immediate expenditure of 
public money to safeguard life, health, or property allowing the City to forego competitive 
solicitations for bids, as the action is necessary to respond to the emergency; and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that on the 26th day of May 2015 by Resolution NO. 15-46 the 
Council approved an exemption pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and 
State CEQA Guidelines relating to the environmental evaluation of the City of Woodlake Water 
Well Project. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that on the 22nd day of June 2015 by Resolution NO. 15-59 the 
Council approved emergency expenditures for the development and implementation of the City of 
Woodlake Well Project.   
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that water suppliers and municipalities in the City of Woodlake 
heed the Governor’s request to implement water shortage contingency plans immediately in order to 
avoid or forestall outright restrictions that could become necessary later in the drought season.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all city water associates, power companies, other involved 
agencies, utilities, and individuals do whatever they can to equitably allocate the available water to 
mitigate to the extent possible the hardships resulting from the lack of water during this extended 
drought period of recovery.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of 
this local drought emergency the powers, functions, and duties of the emergency organization of this 
City shall be those prescribed by state law, ordinances, and resolutions existing and passed in 
conjunction with this emergency, and that this emergency shall be deemed to continue to exist until 
the City Council of the City of Woodlake, State of California, proclaims its termination. Further, it 
is directed that this emergency proclamation be forwarded to the Director of the Governor’s Office 
of Emergency Services and the Governor of the State of California.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that the City Council of the 
City of Woodlake hereby authorizes the undertaking of all extraordinary police and planning powers 
in response to this local drought emergency including but not limited to the ability to modify, 
amend, or issue planning codes, building or safety codes, environmental health codes, and such 
other codes, orders, and regulations as determined necessary for the duration of the emergency.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that public employees, 
officers, and governing bodies within the City are hereby granted full immunity to the extent 
allowed by law for actions undertaken in compliance with this emergency action.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that this City Council 
approves $186,000 in expenditures and authorizes the City Administrator to enter into an agreement 
for the drilling of a 400ft deep hole and a 16 inch wide steel casing and that Council will review the 
need for continuing emergency expenditures at every regularly scheduled meeting hereafter until the 
drought emergency is terminated or no further emergency expenditures are necessary. [Note: Public 
Contract Code section 22050(c) requires the governing board to review the emergency expenditures 
at every regularly scheduled meeting until the governing body terminates the emergency expenditure 
or emergency no longer exists.] DECLARED this 26th day of October 2015.  
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember ________, and seconded 
by Councilmember ____________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting 
held on October 26, 2015. 
 AYES:  
 NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 
 ABSENT:      ____________________ 
       Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________ 
Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM V-C  
October 26, 2015 
Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff  

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the Agreement Between the County of Tulare and 
the City of Woodlake for Public Transportation Services for the Period of July 1, 2015 Through 
June 30, 2016  
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

The City of Woodlake currently provides transit services for a service area that is outside the City 
limits.  The County of Tulare adequately reimburses the City of Woodlake for those services with 
State Transit Assistance Funds and/or Local Transportation Funds.  These funds are transferred 
from the County’s apportionment to the City’s. 

 
DISCUSSION: 

 
For Fiscal Year 2015/2016 the County has agreed to reimburse the City in the amount of $30,469 
for providing public transportation services in the service area outside of City limits.  The service 
area boundary map is attached as part of the draft agreement.  The reimbursable amount was 
developed by City staff in conjunction with County staff based on the costs incurred to deliver 
the services.   
 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Staff recommends that Council approve the agreement between the County of Tulare and the 
City of Woodlake.  The agreement would provide adequate reimbursement to the City of 
Woodlake for the services being provided. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

There is no fiscal impact to the City of Woodlake.  The City will be fully reimbursed for the 
services being provided. 

 
ATTACHMENTS:    

 
1. Resolution: Approval of the Agreement Between the County of Tulare and the City of 

Woodlake for Public Transportation Services for the Period of July 1, 2015 Through June 
30, 2016     

2. Draft Agreement Between the County of Tulare and the City of Woodlake 
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  
OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
In the matter of: 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN     )  Resolution No. 
THE COUNTY OF TULARE AND THE CITY OF    )                           
WOODLAKE FOR PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION   ) 
SERVICES                    ) 
 
Councilmember _________ offered the following resolution and moved its adoption.  Approve the 
agreement between the County of Tulare and the City of Woodlake for public transportation 
services for the period of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016. 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake currently provides transit services for a service area that is 
outside the City limits; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County of Tulare adequately reimburses the City of Woodlake for those services 
with State Transit Assistance Funds and/or Local Transportation Funds.  These funds are transferred 
from the County’s apportionment to the City’s; and 
 
WHEREAS, for Fiscal Year 2015/2016 the County has agreed to reimburse the City in the amount 
of $30,469 for providing public transportation services in the service area outside of City limits. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE to approve the agreement 
between the County of Tulare and the City of Woodlake for public transportation services for the 
period of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016. 
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember ________, and seconded 
by Councilmember _________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held 
on October 26, 2015. 
 
 AYES: 
 NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 
 ABSENT: 
  
      ______________________ 
      Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________ 
Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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Tulare County Agreement No. ____________________________ 

  AGREEMENT 1 

THIS AGREEMENT, is entered into as of this _____ day of ________________, 2015, by 2 

and between the COUNTY OF TULARE, hereinafter referred to as the “County”, and the CITY 3 

OF WOODLAKE, hereinafter called the “City”. 4 

W I T N E S S E T H: 5 

WHEREAS, the County and the City desire to coordinate their respective public 6 

transportation systems in the Woodlake area; and 7 

WHEREAS, there are and will continue to be citizens of the County who can reasonably be 8 

served by the City's dial-a-ride transit system and there are and will continue to be citizens of the 9 

City who can reasonably be served by the County's Transit System; and 10 

WHEREAS, the County and City recognize the goals of providing a transportation system 11 

to the general public at a reasonable fare and that of providing coordinated public transportation 12 

service within the Woodlake area; and 13 

WHEREAS, the County and the City desire to provide for the Joint Exercise of Powers for 14 

the purpose of providing and maintaining public transportation systems in the Woodlake area. 15 

NOW, THEREFORE, the County and City mutually agree as follows: 16 

1. Scope of Work. The County and City shall each control, manage and operate a 17 

separate transit system. City and County shall furnish each other thirty (30) days prior 18 

written notice of any and all service level and fare level changes. 19 

(a) County.  The County shall provide transit service to those residents of the 20 

City desiring to use the regularly scheduled service of the County Transit System.  21 

The County shall establish a series of bus stop locations within the City, which will 22 

interface with the City bus stop locations and facilitate system transfers.  The County 23 

stops shall be established at locations acceptable to the City.  Such locations shall be 24 

proposed on behalf of the County by the Director of Transportation and shall be 25 

approved on behalf of the City by the City Manager. 26 

(b) City.  The City shall provide transit service to County residents desiring 27 

transit service within the service area as set forth in Exhibit “A” which is attached 28 

hereto and made a part hereof by this reference.  The service area may be modified 29 

only by mutual agreement of the City Manager and the Director of Transportation. 30 

2. Management-County.  The County shall manage the County Transit System in 31 

an appropriate manner, insuring cost effective operations, including marketing the system 32 

in a professional manner and collecting fares from riders on the County Transit System. 33 
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3. Management-City.  The City shall manage the City Transit System in an 1 

appropriate manner, insuring cost effective operations, including marketing the system in a 2 

professional manner and collecting fares from riders on the City Transit System. 3 

 4. Compensation. The County shall compensate the City for County trips in the herein 4 

agreed upon service area by paying to the City for the period July 1, 2015 through June 30, 5 

2016 the sum of $30,469. This represents the County's share of the net operating cost of the 6 

transit service.  Compensation is based upon the prorated share of the City’s and County’s 7 

previous year ridership on the City’s dial-a-ride transit system.    8 

5. Authorization of Payment.  The County by this Agreement authorizes the Tulare 9 

County Association of Governments to transfer $30,469 of State Transit Assistance Funds, 10 

and/or Local Transportation Funds from the County's 2015/16 Apportionment to the City of 11 

Woodlake's Apportionment.  The County further authorizes the City to claim said $30,469     12 

as full payment for the County’s share of the transit system’s net operating cost, and 13 

compensation for common pass/token usage during the period of July 1, 2015 through June 14 

30, 2016.  In case of termination of this Agreement prior to June 30, 2016, the County 15 

agrees to compensate the City only for a proportional amount of the sum of $30,469     16 

based upon the number of days the services were actually provided by the City, and the 17 

value of tokens and passes honored during that period.   In the event of any overpayment by 18 

the County to the City, the City agrees to reimburse the County within thirty (30) days of 19 

written demand by the County. 20 

6. Drivers.  The parties shall require that all transit drivers meet all licensing 21 

requirements of the State of California. 22 

7. Indemnification-City.  City shall hold harmless, defend and indemnify County, 23 

its agents, officers and employees from and against any liability, claims, actions, costs, 24 

damages or losses of any kind, including death or injury to any person and/or damage to 25 

property, arising out of the activities of City or its agents, officers and employees under this 26 

Agreement.  This indemnification specifically includes any claims that may be made 27 

against County by any taxing authority asserting that an employer-employee relationship 28 

exists by reason of this Agreement, and any claims made against County alleging civil 29 

rights violations by City under Government Code section 12920 et seq. (California Fair 30 

Employment and Housing Act).   This indemnification obligation shall continue beyond the 31 

term of this Agreement as to any acts or omissions occurring under this Agreement or any 32 

extension of this Agreement. 33 

8. Indemnification-County.  County shall hold harmless, defend and indemnify 34 

City, its agents, officers and employees from and against any liability, claims, actions, 35 

costs, damages or losses of any kind, including death or injury to any person and/or damage 36 
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to property, arising out of the activities of County or its agents, officers and employees 1 

under this Agreement.  This indemnification specifically includes any claims that may be 2 

made against County by any taxing authority asserting that an employer-employee 3 

relationship exists by reason of this Agreement, and any claims made against County 4 

alleging civil rights violations by City under Government Code section 12920 et seq. 5 

(California Fair Employment and Housing Act).   This indemnification obligation shall 6 

continue beyond the term of this Agreement as to any acts or omissions occurring under 7 

this Agreement or any extension of this Agreement. 8 

9. Insurance-Liability.  The City and the County shall each provide comprehensive 9 

general public liability and comprehensive automotive liability insurance with single limit 10 

coverage of not less than $5,000,000 or equivalent self-insurance covering their activities 11 

under this Agreement.  Prior to commencing operations, each party shall file with the Clerk 12 

of the other party certificates of insurance evidencing the coverage required herein and 13 

naming the other party, its officers, agents and employees as additional insureds.  Such 14 

certificates shall state that the named additional insureds are not responsible for the 15 

payment of any premium or assessment and shall provide that in the event of a cancellation 16 

or material change of policy, the insurer shall give the named additional insureds no less 17 

than thirty (30) days advance written notice of such cancellation or change.  Upon request, 18 

each party shall provide the other with a complete copy of the insurance policy or policies 19 

or evidence and terms of self-insurance as required herein. 20 

The parties agree, during the term of the Agreement, to maintain at their own expense 21 

(or require of their independent contractors) all necessary insurance for their respective 22 

officers, employees, and agents, including but not limited to workers' compensation, 23 

disability and unemployment insurance in accordance with state statutory requirements and 24 

to provide certificates of such insurance or other evidence of compliance to the other party 25 

upon request.  The insurance, and evidence thereof, required by this Agreement may be 26 

provided either directly by the parties or, if a party contracts with an independent 27 

contractor/operator to provide the services required by this Agreement, by the operator of 28 

that party's system as deemed appropriate by such party. 29 

10. Term of Agreement.  This Agreement shall become effective July 1, 2015 and 30 

shall continue in full force and effect until June 30, 2016 unless terminated earlier, as 31 

herein provided. 32 

11. Termination.  The right to terminate this Agreement under this provision may be 33 

exercised without prejudice to any other right or remedy to which the terminating party may 34 

be entitled at law or under this Agreement. 35 
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(a) Without Cause.  Either party shall have the right to terminate this 1 

Agreement without cause by giving the other party SIXTY (60) days prior written 2 

notice of its intention to terminate pursuant to this provision, specifying the date of 3 

termination. 4 

(b) With Cause.  This Agreement may be terminated by either party should the 5 

other party: 6 

(i) be adjudged a bankrupt, or 7 

(ii) become insolvent or have a receiver appointed, or 8 

(iii) make a general assignment for the benefit of creditors, or 9 

(iv) suffer any judgment which remains unsatisfied for 30 days, and which 10 

would substantively impair the ability of the judgment debtor to perform under 11 

this Agreement, or 12 

(v) materially breach this Agreement. 13 

For any of the occurrences except item (v), termination may be effected upon 14 

written notice by the terminating party specifying the date of the termination.  Upon a 15 

material breach, the Agreement may be terminated following the failure of the 16 

defaulting party to remedy the breach to the satisfaction of the non-defaulting party 17 

within FIVE (5) days of written notice specifying the breach.  If the breach is not 18 

remedied within that FIVE (5) day period, the non-defaulting party may terminate the 19 

Agreement on further written notice specifying the date of termination. 20 

If the nature of the breach is such that it cannot be cured within a FIVE (5) day 21 

period, the defaulting party may, submit a written proposal within that period which 22 

sets forth a specific means to resolve the default.  If the non-defaulting party consents 23 

to that proposal in writing, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld, the 24 

defaulting party shall immediately embark on its plan to cure.  If the default is not 25 

cured within the time agreed, the non-defaulting party may terminate upon written 26 

notice specifying the date of termination. 27 

(c) Effects of Termination.  Termination of this Agreement shall not terminate 28 

any obligations to indemnify, to maintain and make available any records pertaining 29 

to the Agreement, to cooperate with any audit, to be subject to offset, or to make any 30 

reports of pre-termination contract activities. 31 

12. Notices.  Any notices to be given shall be written and served either by personal 32 

delivery or by first class mail, postage prepaid and addressed as follows: 33 

County: Director of Transportation 34 
 Resource Management Agency 35 
  5961 S. Mooney Blvd. 36 
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  Visalia, CA 93277 1 
 2 
City: City Administrator 3 
  City of Woodlake 4 
  350 North Valencia 5 
 Woodlake, CA 93286 6 

13. Integration.  This Agreement constitutes the sole and only Agreement between 7 

the parties hereto as to the services to be provided hereunder.  Any prior agreements, 8 

promises, negotiations or representations as to such services not expressly referred to herein 9 

are of no force and effect. 10 

14. Modification.  Except as otherwise specifically provided herein, this Agreement 11 

shall be modified or amended only with the prior written consent of the parties. 12 

15. Records.  Each party agrees to maintain all books, records, documents, and other 13 

evidence pertaining to this Agreement, any disputes surrounding the subject matter of this 14 

Agreement, and any other related circumstances in accordance with generally accepted 15 

accounting principles and practices.  Each party shall allow the other party's agents or 16 

representatives access to such records for inspection, audit, and copying during normal 17 

business hours.  Each party shall provide further facilities for such access and inspection. 18 

16. Surveys.  Either the City or the County may conduct periodic ridership surveys.  19 

Said surveys shall not interfere with the operation of the system. 20 

17. Legal Operation.  City and County each shall carry out its obligations under this 21 

Agreement in full compliance with all applicable federal, state and local laws, ordinances, 22 

rules and regulations. 23 

18. Construction.  This Agreement reflects the contributions of both parties and 24 

accordingly the provisions of Civil Code section 1654 shall not apply to address and 25 

interpret any uncertainty. 26 

19. Governing Law.  This Agreement shall be interpreted and governed under the 27 

laws of the State of California without reference to California conflicts of law principles.  28 

Any litigation arising out of this Agreement shall be brought in Tulare County California. 29 

City waives the removal provisions of California code of Civil Procedure Section 394. 30 

20. Conflict with Laws or Regulations/Severability.  This Agreement is subject to 31 

all applicable laws and regulations.  If any provision of this Agreement is found by any 32 

court or other legal authority, or is agreed by the parties, to be in conflict with any code or 33 

regulation governing its subject, the conflicting provision shall be considered null and void.  34 

The remainder of the Agreement shall continue in full force and effect. 35 
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21. Headings.  Section headings are provided for organizational purposes only and do 1 

not in any manner affect the scope, meaning or intent of the provisions under the headings. 2 

22. No Third Party Beneficiaries.  Unless specifically set forth, the parties to this 3 

Agreement do not intend to provide any other party with any benefit or enforceable legal or 4 

equitable right or remedy. 5 

23. Waivers.  The failure of either party to insist on strict compliance with any 6 

provision of this Agreement shall not be considered a waiver of any right to do so, whether 7 

for that breach or any subsequent breach.  The acceptance by either party of either 8 

performance or payment shall not be considered to be a waiver of any preceding breach of 9 

the Agreement by the other party. 10 

24. Exhibits and Recitals.  The Recitals and the Exhibits to this Agreement are fully 11 

incorporated into and are integral parts of this Agreement.  12 

25. Further Assurances.  Each party agrees to execute any additional documents and 13 

to perform any further acts which may be reasonably required to effect the purposes of this 14 

Agreement. 15 

26. Assurances of Non-Discrimination-City.  City expressly agrees that it will not 16 

discriminate in employment or the provision of services on the basis of any characteristic or 17 

condition upon which discrimination is prohibited by state or federal law or regulation. 18 

27. Assurances of Non-Discrimination-County.  County expressly agrees that it will 19 

not discriminate in employment or the provision of services on the basis of any 20 

characteristic or condition upon which discrimination is prohibited by state or federal law 21 

or regulation. 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the 1 

date first above written. 2 

 3 
COUNTY OF TULARE 4 
 5 
By_____________________________ 6 
 Chairman, Board of Supervisors 7 
  “COUNTY” 8 

ATTEST:   9 
 10 
County Administrative Officer/ 11 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors. 12 

 13 
By_____________________________ 14 

 Deputy 15 
CITY OF WOODLAKE 16 
 17 
By_____________________________ 18 
 Title: 19 
  “CITY” 20 

ATTEST:  City Clerk 21 
 22 
By_____________________________ 23 
  Deputy 24 
 25 
 26 
 27 
Approved as to Form,     Approved as to Form, 28 
County Counsel       City Attorney 29 
 30 
By_____________________________   By_____________________________ 31 
 Deputy     City Attorney 32 
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City of Woodlake 
 

 

AGENDA ITEM V-D  
October 26, 2015 
Prepared by Rudy Mendoza, City Mayor  

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Absences Beyond the Notification Date of September 29, 2015 
are Inexcusable Unless a Written Request for Permission to be Absent is Approved by the City 
Council 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
At the September 28, 2015 City Council meeting, Council discussed the importance of 
attendance at City Council meetings and that attendance is especially important while we deal 
with our current local drought emergency.  For those Councilmembers that were not in 
attendance at that meeting, Mayor Mendoza followed up with a phone call on September 29, 
2015 notifying the absent Councilmembers that missing Council meetings was unacceptable and 
inexcusable at all times, particularly during the drought emergency. 
   
 

DISCUSSION: 
 
As you are aware, with the continued local drought emergency we are required to have a four-
fifths vote every 30-days in order to continue the local drought emergency until this Council 
terminates the local drought emergency. [Note: Government Code section 8630(c) requires the 
governing board to review the local emergency at least once every 30 days until the governing 
body terminates the local emergency.] 
 
As for emergency water expenditures we are required to have a four-fifths vote on all 
expenditures and will review the need for continuing emergency expenditures at every regularly 
scheduled meeting hereafter until the drought emergency is terminated or no further emergency 
expenditures are necessary. [Note: Public Contract Code section 22050(c) requires the governing 
board to review the emergency expenditures at every regularly scheduled meeting until the 
governing body terminates the emergency expenditure or emergency no longer exists.]  
 
The lack of adequate attendance at Council meetings has made it impossible for us to have four-
fifths vote on the above mentioned matters.  We have not been able to take action since the 
September 14, 2015 meeting.  This is unacceptable and puts our ability to provide reliable water 
service to our residents at risk.  
 
Although it is understood that every once in a while a Councilmember will need to miss one 
meeting, in general, too many regular meetings are repeatedly missed by Councilmembers.  We 
all knew the commitment we were making to this City and its residents when we ran for office 
and I expect this Council to meet those commitments. Please note that Government Code 
36513(a) specifically states: "If a city councilmember is absent without permission from all 
regular city council meetings for 60 days consecutively from the last regular meeting he or she 
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attended, his or her office becomes vacant and shall be filled as any other vacancy." Whenever 
any vacancy (whether unexpected or not) occurs, the Council will be compelled to appoint a 
replacement prior to the expiration of 60 days so as to avoid having a vacancy until the next 
general election which in the interim would significantly increase the risk of being unable to 
approve critical drought emergency agenda items that require approval by a supermajority of all 
council seats, whether vacant or not.   
 
Thus far the Council has been very forgiving about repeat absences. However, because of the 
need to approve drought-related expenditures and related resolutions, this Council will recognize 
absences beyond the notification date of September 29, 2015 as inexcusable unless a written 
request for permission to be absent is approved by the Council. I hope that each one of us will be 
committed to the wellbeing and prosperity of this City and its residents.       
 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
No staff recommendation. 
   

FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

There is no fiscal impact. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:    
 

1. Resolution: Absences Beyond the Notification Date of September 29, 2015 are 
Inexcusable Unless a Written Request for Permission to be Absent is Approved by the 
City Council 
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  
OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
In the matter of: 
 
ABSENCES BEYOND THE NOTIFICATION DATE              )    Resolution No.  
OF SEPTEMBER 29, 2015 ARE INEXCUSABLE                   )                           
UNLESS A WRITTEN REQUEST FOR PERMISSION           ) 
TO BE ABSENT IS APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL  ) 
 
Councilmember ___________, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption.  Absences 
beyond the notification date of September 29, 2015 are inexcusable unless a written request for 
permission to be absent is approved by the City Council. 
 
WHEREAS, at the September 28, 2015 City Council meeting, Council discussed the importance of 
attendance at City Council meetings and that attendance is especially important while we deal with 
our current local drought emergency.  For those Councilmembers that were not in attendance at that 
meeting, Mayor Mendoza followed up with a phone call on September 29, 2015 notifying the absent 
Councilmembers that missing Council meetings was unacceptable and inexcusable at all times, 
particularly during the drought emergency; and 
 
WHEREAS, Government Code 36513(a) specifically states: "If a city councilmember is absent 
without permission from all regular city council meetings for 60 days consecutively from the last 
regular meeting he or she attended, his or her office becomes vacant and shall be filled as any other 
vacancy”. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE that all absences beyond the 
notification date of September 29, 2015 are inexcusable unless a written request for permission to 
be absent is approved by the City Council. 
   
The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember __________, and seconded 
by Councilmember _________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held 
on October 26, 2015. 
 
 AYES:  

NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT: 
       _____________________ 
       Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
_____________________ 
Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 

51


	Item IV. Minutes
	Item IV.B Warrants
	Item V.A Water Emergency
	Item V.A Reso Water Emergency
	Item V.B Well Project-Exp
	Item V.B Reso Well Project-Exp
	Item V.C Transit Agreement with County
	October 26, 2015
	Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff

	Item V.C Reso Transit Agreement with County
	Item V.C Woodlake agremt 15-16 100715
	Item V.D Attendance at Council Meetings
	October 26, 2015
	Prepared by Rudy Mendoza, City Mayor

	Item V.D Reso Council Meetings



