 
WOODLAKE CITY COUNCIL	MINUTES             June 22, 2015

			
PRESENT: Councilmembers Mendoza, Ortiz, Martinez & G. Gonzalez Jr.
OTHERS: Lara, Waters, Marquez, Farley and Zacarias
ABSENT: Ray

FLAG SALUTE

PUBLIC COMMENT

Robert Rodriguez, Sierra Ave, Woodlake – Mr. Rodriguez asked if ADA ramps can be added to the pedestrian trail behind City Hall.  He stated people in wheelchairs are traveling on either Valencia or Magnolia to get to post office and it would be nicer to be able to use pedestrian trail.

IV.	CONSENT CALENDAR –ACTION AND INFORMATION ITEMS
Request Approval of the Consent Calendar Action Items (IV. A-C)
	A.	Action: Approval of Minutes of the regular meeting held on June 8, 			2015 (Pages 1-5)
	B.	Action: Approval of Warrants (Pages 6-29)
	C.	Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of Woodlake’s ADA Route 			Deviation Policies and Procedures (Pages 30-33)
		ON A MOTION BY ORTIZ, SECOND BY G. GONZALEZ JR., IT 	WAS VOTED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR.  	APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
	
V.	 ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS  
	A.	Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the City Engineer’s Reports for the Assessments at the Parkwood, Gentle Hills Estates, Olive Estates, Castle Rock Park, Olive Vista and Castle Rock Park Phase II Landscape and Lighting Districts and Set July 13, 2015, for a Public Hearing to set the Rates for Each District
		City Administrator Lara reported the following: annually, as part of the Landscape and Lighting Act of 1972, Council sets a public hearing date for those wishing to comment on any of the individual assessment districts in the City of Woodlake.  This year that date will be set as July 13, 2015.   All assessment district property owners have been notified of the public hearing date and location. Prior to any action by the City Council, the City Engineer develops an engineer’s report that breaks down the costs necessary to maintain each assessment district.  Councilmember Ortiz asked if the fees have changed.  City Administrator Lara stated no.
		ON A MOTION BY MARTINEZ, SECOND BY ORTIZ				IT WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND APPROVE 			THE CITY ENGINEER’S REPORTS AND SET THE PUBLIC 			HEARING DATE FOR JULY 13, 2015 FOR THE LANDSCAPE 			AND LIGHTING DISTRICTS.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
	B.	Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of Emergency Expenditures for the Development and Implementation of the City of Woodlake Well Project
		City Administrator Lara reported the following: the Council declared a 			drought emergency on the 26th day of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45 			and by Resolution No. 15-46 the Council approved an exemption pursuant 		to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and State CEQA 			Guidelines relating to the environmental evaluation of the City of 				Woodlake Water Well Project.  The City of Woodlake water system is 			made up of five wells that are used as the only source to provide potable 			water to its residents.  The wells have seen a consistent drop in 				groundwater level due to the drought and diversion of water, which has 			increased ground water pumping in the area. These conditions have 			created a situation where City wells will need to be updated or replaced.  			Due to the low water table, the wells have also become very inefficient.  			All these factors have created a burden on the City’s water system.  The 			continued drought and pumping of groundwater in the area, the City water 		system has begun to struggle to meet the demand of its customers.  Water 			tables continue to fall and wells continue to become more inefficient.  In 			an effort to protect the City’s water resources, the City has taken the 			necessary steps towards drilling new City wells and is looking at options 			to make their current wells more efficient. Pervasive drought conditions 			have also significantly increased demand for well contractors, who now 			have very long waiting lists to drill wells and no incentive to engage a 			bidding process, thereby creating procurement challenges for local public 			agencies. The City has also implemented its Stage 4 water regulations and 			has made major cuts in the use of water at City facilities.  At this time the 			City is prepared to drill a test well along the St. Johns River within the 			City Airport Property.  This test well will help verify that a new well along 		the St. Johns River would be beneficial to the City. If the test well shows 			that the St. Johns River location is conducive to a new well, the City will 			move forward with drilling a new well at that site. City staff believes that 			if a new, deeper well is not added to the current water system immediately 		then the City may not have the ability to meet its customers’ demands this 			summer.  Staff is requesting that Council declare this situation an 				emergency and allow for the expenditure of public money to safeguard the 		health of City residents.  The declaration of an emergency, if passed by 			four-fifths votes of its members, will allow the expenditure of public 			money for a new City well, which will allow the City to meet its 				consumers’ demands this summer and in the future. The declaration will 			help streamline the construction of the well by allowing the City to forego 			a competitive bid process as per the Public Contract Code.  If the Council 			approves such action then the declaration of emergency will have to be re-			approved by a four-fifths vote at every regularly scheduled meeting until 			the action is terminated.  Councilmember Martinez asked what the depth 			of our current wells is.  City Administrator Lara stated about 180-200 ft.  			The city wells used to work at 75% capacity but now with everyone 			pumping from same well the wells are working at 30% to 40% capacity.  			Councilmember Martinez stated he spoke to a Councilmember from the 			City of Hanford and they have to go down 1000 ft.  City 					Administrator Lara stated we are not in the same situation as Hanford.  			Mayor Mendoza stated the further west you go, the deeper the well, due to 		the area.  He also asked if proposals have gone out.  City Administrator 			Lara stated we currently have one company for the test well.
		ON A MOTION BY MARTINEZ, SECOND BY G. 				GONZALEZ JR., IT WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE 				RESOLUTION AND APPROVE THE EMERGENCY 				EXPENDITURES FOR THE CITY OF WOODLAKE WELL 			PROJECT.   APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
	C.	Action: Adoption of Resolution: Continuation of the Proclamation of the Existence of a Local Drought Emergency for the City of Woodlake
		City Administrator Lara reported the following: The City has begun to 		request informal bids for the construction of a test well along the St. 		Johns River.  Well contractors are in large demand and soliciting bids 		has been a challenge.  Most contractors are booked for extended 			periods of time and will not be available until next calendar year.  As 		the City’s need for a new well increases, it will be key that the City is 		able to find a contractor that has the ability to construct a well 			immediately.  The City Council would review the need for continuing 		the local drought emergency at least once every 30 days until the 			Council terminates the local drought emergency. 
		ON A MOTION BY ORTIZ, SECOND BY MARTINEZ IT WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND CONTINUE THE EXISTENCE OF A LOCAL DROUGHT EMERGENCY FOR THE CITY OF WOODLAKE.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
	D.	Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of Response to Grand Jury
		City Employee Waters reported the following: the Tulare County Grand 			Jury has requested a response from the City of Woodlake regarding the 			City’s compliance with California’s open meeting laws. The Grand Jury 			had the following findings and recommendations and the City response is 			italicized under each finding and recommendation:

	F1. Adherence to the provisions of California’s “open meetings” laws 	requires diligence on the part of public officials; vigilance on the part of 	those they serve; and good faith on the part of both. 
	The Woodlake City Council agrees with the finding.  Adherence to open 	meeting laws requires diligence on the part of the City’s public officials 	and vigilance on the part of those that we serve.
	
	R1. All Tulare County public agencies strictly adhere to the provisions of 	California open meeting laws.
	This recommendation has been implemented.  The Woodlake City Council 	agrees to continue to adhere to the provision of the California open 	meeting laws.

	R2. All elected/appointed members of Tulare County special districts, 	school boards, planning commissions, etc. participate in Tulare County 	Counsel’s annual board training. 
	The City of Woodlake’s attorney provides in-house training to Woodlake’s 	City Council and Planning Commission members regarding open meeting 	laws.  The City will continue to offer this training to the Woodlake City 	Council and Planning Commission.

	
	R3. The eight incorporated cities in Tulare County convey the findings of 	this report to all public boards within their jurisdiction.
	This recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be 	implemented.  The City Council will convey the finding of this report to 	public boards within Woodlake’s jurisdiction by August 1, 2015.

	R4. Tulare County Local Agency Formation Commissions (LAFCO) 	conveys the findings of this report to all the agencies within their 	jurisdiction.
	This recommendation will not be implemented by the Woodlake City 	Council because it only applies to LAFCO.

	R5. Tulare County Office of Education (TCOE) conveys the findings of 	this report to all the school districts within their jurisdiction.
	This recommendation will not be implemented by the Woodlake City 	Council because it only applies to the Tulare County Office of Education.
		ON A MOTION BY ORTIZ SECOND BY G. GONZALEZ JR. IT WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND APPROVE THE RESPONSE TO THE GRAND JURY FROM THE CITY OF WOODLAKE.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
	E.	Action: Adoption of Resolution: Authorization to Go Out to Bid for Right of Way Acquisition Services for the South Valencia ADA Project
		City Administrator Lara reported the following: it has been determined 			that as part of the construction of the project the City will need to acquire 			forty four (44) separate parcel slivers.  The right-of-way acquisition will 			allow for the construction of curb, gutter, sidewalk and storm drain 			improvements on South Valencia Blvd. from Bravo Avenue south to the 			Wutchumna Ditch.  The City has budgeted three hundred and thirteen 			thousand dollars for right-of-way costs including title reports, legal 			descriptions, Caltrans coordination, appraisals and acquisition.  The City 			will go out to bid for right of way acquisition services and hire the most 			qualified firm as it relates to the City’s project. The firm will be 				responsible for: appraisals and “good faith negotiations” with property 			owners for the purchase of right-of-way; adherence to all professional 			standards and the Caltrans Right-of-Way Manual and all applicable laws 			and regulations; preparation of all written correspondence, applicable 			forms and City’s standard purchase agreement; coordination with City 			staff; performance of notary services related to the signing of acquisition 			documents; escrow coordination with the City’s selected title company; 			completion of final close-out work per Caltrans requirements; and 				maintenance of all acquisition files including acquisition diaries.  Mayor 			Mendoza asked what the estimated completion date for this project is.  			City Administrator Lara stated 180 days.  Councilmember Ortiz asked if 			the Palm trees will be removed.  City Administrator Lara stated yes.
		ON A MOTION BY G. GONZALEZ JR., SECOND BY MARTINEZ 			IT WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND 				AUTHORIZE THE CITY TO GO OUT TO BID FOR THE RIGHT 			OF WAY ACQUISITION SERVICES FOR THE SOUTH 				VALENCIA ADA PROJECT.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
	F.	Action: Adoption of Resolution: Discussion and Approval of the Potential 			Change of Date and Time of the City of Woodlake City Council Meetings
[bookmark: _GoBack]		City Administrator Lara reported the following: Currently the 			Woodlake City Council meets on the second and fourth Monday of the 		month at 6:30 p.m.  The City has held the meetings on this date for 		many years to avoid conflicting with Woodlake Unified School Board 		meetings which are held on Wednesdays and Planning Commission 		meetings, which are also held on Wednesdays.  It was requested by 		Councilmember Ray that staff put on the agenda for discussion and 		approval the potential of switching City Council meetings from 			Monday to either Thursday of Friday.  Councilmember Ray relayed to 		staff that his current work schedule makes it difficult for him to attend 		the scheduled Monday Council meetings.  There is no staff 				recommendation on meeting dates.  City Council has the following 		options:
1. Allow the meetings to continue on the second and fourth Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m.
2. Change the meetings as requested per Council Member Ray to Thursday or Fridays during the month at 6:30 p.m.
3. Change the meetings to any day or time during the week.
	Mayor Mendoza asked if any written notes were submitted by 	Councilmember Ray.  City Administrator Lara stated no, request was 	given verbally by Councilmember Ray.
	ON A MOTION BY ORTIZ, SECOND BY G. GONZALEZ JR., 	IT WAS VOTED TO NOT CHANGE THE DATE OR TIME OF 	THE WOODLAKE CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS.  APPROVED 	UNANIMOUSLY.
VI. OTHER BUSINESS
A. 	Information: Items from Staff
City Employee Waters – reported he will be attending a Groundwater Sustainability (GSA) meeting and will report back to council and staff at the next scheduled meeting.  Councilmember G. Gonzalez Jr. stated his neighbor’s sprinkler broke and they were not home to fix it so when this happens who should be called.  City Administrator Lara stated anyone can call City Hall and staff will dispatch public works to the residence so that the water may be turned off and no waste will occur and the resident will then be noticed.
City Administrator Lara – reported residents will be reminded of the street sweeping schedule.  The roundabout is in construction and is moving along.  Rite Aid has paid for their permits and should be starting this week.
Chief Marquez – reported Summer Night Lights will be hosted this week by Woodlake Fire and Woodlake Police.    Thirteen street lights have been reported to SCE for repair.  Three vehicles have been noticed for possible abatement.  Mayor Mendoza asked Chief Marquez for an update at the next meeting regarding the vehicles that have been noticed for possible abatement.
City Clerk Zacarias – reported the Summer Night Lights program has shown great attendance.  On Wednesday there were about 250 people in attendance.  The first Friday (June 12th) staff grilled 500 hot dogs and they ran out by 7:30 pm.  This last Friday (June 19th) staff grilled 700 hot dogs and ran out by 8:30 pm.  The program is definitely a successful event. 
B.	Information: Items from Council
Councilmember Ortiz – thanked staff for doing a great job and hopes we get some rain soon.
Councilmember G. Gonzalez Jr. – reported Youth soccer has started and sponsors are needed.  There are 18 teams in the league.   
Councilmember Martinez – wished everyone a Happy Fourth of July.
Mayor Mendoza – reported the City of Woodlake will be celebrating 75 years next year and asked staff to think about how to celebrate this great event.  He will be attending a League of Cities conference for the next 3 days.

MEETNG ADJOURNED 7:09 PM

C. 	Request from Council Members for Future Agenda Items

VII. 	CLOSED SESSION

A.	PERSONNEL (Government Code § 54957 (b)).  It is the intention of this governing body to meet in closed-session to:
[bookmark: Check6]|_|	Consider the discipline, dismissal or release of a public employee. 
[bookmark: Check7]|_|	Hear complaints or charges against a public employee.
[bookmark: Check8]|_|	Consider public employee appointment/employment for the position of: _________________________________________________________________ 
[bookmark: Check9]|X|	Consider public employee performance evaluation for the position of:
__City Administrator________________________________

As provided in the Ralph M. Brown Act, Government Code sections 54950 et seq., the Governing Board may meet in closed session with members of its staff and its attorneys. These sessions are not open to the public and may not be attended by members of the public.  The matters the Council will meet on in closed session are identified below or are those matters appropriately identified in open session as requiring immediate attention and arising after the posting of the agenda.  Any public reports of action taken in the closed session will be made in accordance with Government Code sections 54957.1

MEETING MOVED TO CLOSED SESSION AT 7:13 PM
MEETING RECONVENED AT 7:47 PM

Mayor Mendoza reported there was no action taken and there was nothing to report.

VIII.	ADJOURN

The next scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Monday, July 13, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at City Council Chambers located at 350 North Valencia Boulevard, Woodlake, CA 93286. 

City Council:
Rudy Mendoza - Mayor
Frances Ortiz - Vice Mayor
Chuck Ray - Councilmember
Greg Gonzalez Jr. - Councilmember
Jose L. Martinez - Councilmember

Meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.

Submitted by,

Irene Zacarias
City Clerk
