
Date: June 22, 2015 (Monday) 
Time: 6:30 p.m.  
Place:  City Council Chambers 
            350 North Valencia Blvd. 
            Woodlake, CA 93286 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the California Ralph M. 
Brown Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, including 
auxiliary aids, translation requests, or other accommodations, or to be able to access this 
agenda and documents in the agenda packet, please contact City Hall at 559-564-8055 at 
least 3 days prior to the meeting.       
 
The full agenda including staff reports and supporting materials are available at City Hall. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME 
  
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
III. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Council on 
items within its jurisdiction but not on this agenda.  NOTE:  Prior to action by the 
Council on any item on this agenda, the public may comment on that item.  Unscheduled 
comments may be limited to 3 minutes. 
 
All items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and non-controversial by 
City staff and will be approved by one motion if no member of the Council or public 
wishes to comment or ask questions.  Items pulled from the Calendar will be considered 
separately. 
 
IV.  CONSENT CALENDAR –ACTION AND INFORMATION ITEMS 
Request Approval of the Consent Calendar Action Items (IV. A-C) 
 
 A. Action: Approval of Minutes of the regular meeting held on June 8,  
  2015 (Pages 1-5) 
 B. Action: Approval of Warrants (Pages 6-29) 
 C. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of Woodlake’s ADA Route  
  Deviation Policies and Procedures (Pages 30-33) 
 



 
 

V.  ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS   

A. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the City Engineer’s Reports for the 
Assessments at the Parkwood, Gentle Hills Estates, Olive Estates, Castle Rock 
Park, Olive Vista and Castle Rock Park Phase II Landscape and Lighting Districts 
and Set July 13, 2015, for a Public Hearing to set the Rates for Each District 

 (Pages 34-87) 
B. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of Emergency Expenditures for the 

Development and Implementation of the City of Woodlake Well Project 
 (Pages 88-91) 
C. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Continuation of the Proclamation of the 

Existence of a Local Drought Emergency for the City of Woodlake (Pages 92-96) 
D. Action:  Adoption of Resolution: Approval of Response to Grand Jury 
 (Pages 97-101) 
E. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Authorization to Go Out to Bid for Right of Way 

Acquisition Services for the South Valencia ADA Project (Pages 102-106) 
F.  Action: Adoption of Resolution: Discussion and Approval of the Potential Change 

of Date and Time of the City of Woodlake City Council Meetings 
 (Pages 107-108) 

 
VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

 A.  Information: Items from Staff 
 B.  Information: Items from Council Members 
 C.  Request from Council Members for Future Agenda Items 
 
VII.  CLOSED SESSION  
 

A. PERSONNEL (Government Code § 54957 (b)).  It is the intention of this 
governing body to meet in closed-session to: 

 Consider the discipline, dismissal or release of a public employee.  

 Hear complaints or charges against a public employee. 
 Consider public employee appointment/employment for the position of: 

_________________________________________________________________  
 Consider public employee performance evaluation for the position of: 

__City Administrator________________________________________________ 
 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
 
As provided in the Ralph M. Brown Act, Government Code sections 54950 et seq., the 
Governing Board may meet in closed session with members of its staff and its attorneys. These 
sessions are not open to the public and may not be attended by members of the public.  The 
matters the Council will meet on in closed session are identified below or are those matters 
appropriately identified in open session as requiring immediate attention and arising after the 
posting of the agenda.  Any public reports of action taken in the closed session will be made in 
accordance with Government Code sections 54957.1 



 
“Documents: If distributed to the Council less than 72 hours before a regular meeting, any public 
records which are subject to public inspection and pertain to an open-session item on the regular 
meeting agenda shall be available at the following address at the time they are distributed to a 
majority of the Council: 350 North Valencia Boulevard, Woodlake, California 93286.  Public 
records distributed to the Council at a public meeting will be available to the public at such 
meeting if they were prepared by the City.   
Exemptions and details in Government Code§ 54957.5 (a) shall apply.” 
 
VIII. ADJOURN 
 
The next scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Monday, July 13, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at 
City Council Chambers located at 350 North Valencia Boulevard, Woodlake, CA 93286. 
 
City Council: 
 
Rudy Mendoza - Mayor 
Frances Ortiz - Vice Mayor 
Chuck Ray - Councilmember 
Greg Gonzalez Jr. - Councilmember 
Jose L. Martinez - Councilmember 



  
WOODLAKE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES             June 8, 2015 

 
    
PRESENT: Councilmembers Mendoza, Ortiz, Martinez & G. Gonzalez Jr. 
OTHERS: Lara, Waters, Marquez and Zacarias 
ABSENT: Ray 
 
FLAG SALUTE 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
IV. CONSENT CALENDAR –ACTION AND INFORMATION ITEMS 
Request Approval of the Consent Calendar Action Items (IV. A-E) 
 A. Action: Approval of Minutes of the regular meeting held on May 26,  
  2015 
 B. Action: Approval of Warrants 
 C. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the May 2015 Monthly 
  Report of Investments 
 D. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the City Administrator 

 Employment Agreement 
 E. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the Agreement Between the 

 City of Porterville and the City of Woodlake for Animal Sheltering 
 Services 

 MAYOR MENDOZA ASKED THAT THE RECORD REFLECT THAT A 
CORRECTION HAD BEEN MADE TO THE MINUTES.  MINUTES 
SHOULD READ THAT MAYOR MENDOZA DOES NOT SUPPORT 
IMPACT FEES AS THEY DO NOT BENEFIT THE CITY.  
COUNCILMEMBER MARTINEZ ASKED IF ITEM IV.E PERTAINS TO 
DOGS AND CATS.  CITY ADMINISTRATOR LARA STATED NO, ONLY 
DOGS. 

 ON A MOTION BY MARTINEZ, SECOND BY ORTIZ, IT WAS VOTED 
TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR.  APPROVED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

  
V.  ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS   
 A. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Adopt a Resolution of Necessity for the 

Acquisition of the Property Located at 165 N. Magnolia St. withAPN No. 
061-160-022 for the Public Project Referred to as the City of Woodlake 
Plaza Project-Public Hearing 

  City Administrator Lara reported the following: city staff identified 
  five properties that would have to be acquired as part of the City of 
  Woodlake Plaza Project.  The City contracted with Hamner, Jewell & 
  Associates to assist with the acquisition of the properties.  The City has 
  successfully acquired three of the five properties and has a signed right 
  of entry for a fourth property.  The only property that the City has had 
  no success in negotiating on is the property located at 165 N.  
  Magnolia St. with APN No. 061-160-022.  The City has provided the 
  owner of the property with a formal offer and an appraisal.  While the 
  owner initially met with City staff and representatives, lately he has not 
  showed a willingness to negotiate on the property.  Staff recommends 
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  that the City Council adopt a Resolution of Necessity for the acquisition 
  of the property located at 165 N. Magnolia St. with APN No. 061-160-
  022 for the public project referred to as the City of Woodlake Plaza  
  Project.  The acquisition of the property will lead to the construction of 
  a much needed public project that will serve the residents of the City of 
  Woodlake for years to come.  Councilmember Martinez stated he feels 
  the City is moving in the right direction to acquire this property. 

  ON A MOTION BY MARTINEZ, SECOND BY G. GONZALEZ JR.  
  IT WAS VOTED TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION OF NECESSITY  
  FOR THE ACQUISITION OF THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 165 
  N. MAGNOLIA ST. WITH APN NO. 061-160-022.  APPROVED  
  UNANIMOUSLY. 
 B. Action: Adoption of Resolution: 1) Requesting Action by Congress on 

Drought Conditions 2) Requesting action by the Governor of California on 
Drought Conditions 

  City Employee Waters reported the following:  California is currently  
  experiencing unprecedented drought conditions. In response to these  
  conditions, the Governor proclaimed a statewide emergency and the City  
  of Woodlake also proclaimed the existence of a local drought emergency. 
  The Woodlake City Council has requested that two resolutions that  
  address the Governor and Congress regarding current drought conditions  
  be presented.  Among other things, the resolution to Congress addresses  
  the negative impacts of this year’s zero water supply allocation, the impact 
  of drought conservation measures, the desire for a more balanced   
  implementation of the Endangered Species Act as it relates to water, and  
  the importance of legislation passed by the House of Representatives.  

  The resolution addressed to the Governor addresses current drought 
conditions in Woodlake and the Valley, the impact of the drought on 
farmers, the use of environmental water, and requests that the Governor 
take action by making changes in Delta water operations in a way that 
would supply additional water to urban and agricultural users by curtailing 
water supplies dedicated to the environment.  Mayor Mendoza stated he 
attended a water commission meeting and it was reported that a bill is 
moving through the assembly and part of the language states they will 
allow water from Tuolumne, since water is currently not running through 
the Delta and there is concern of salt water intrusion.  Mayor Mendoza 
also asked staff to word the resolution to reflect support of proper water 
use. 

  ON A MOTION BY ORTIZ, SECOND BY MARTINEZ  
  IT WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND  
  REQUEST ACTION BY BOTH CONGRESS AND THE  
  GOVERNOR REGARDING THE DROUGHT CONDITIONS.  
  APPROVED  UNANIMOUSLY. 
 C. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Uphold the Planning Commission’s on 

the Valencia Heights Project 
  City Planner Collins reported the following:  Self-Help is seeking approval 
  for the following planning requests:  1) Amend the Woodlake General  
  Plan to redesignate the subject territory from the "low density residential"  
  to "medium density residential" designation.  This amendment will permit  
  the developer to increase the residential density on the project site by  
  increasing the number of developable lots.  2) Amend the Woodlake  
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  Zoning Ordinance, reclassifying approximately 14.48 acres from the R-1-7 
  (single family residential, one unit per 7,000 square feet) and UR (urban  
  reserve) districts to the PD- R-1-7 (single family residential, planned  
  development) overlay district.   The Planned Development overlay district  
  grants the sub-divider design flexibility as it pertains to lot size, street  
  width,  and setback distances.  Using the overlay district, the sub-divider  
  can be more creative in the design of the subdivision. 3) Approval of a  
  Density Bonus consistent with Sections 65915-65918 of the California  
  Government Code and Chapter 17.58 of the Woodlake Zoning Ordinance  
  which states:  "that when an applicant seeks a density bonus for a housing  
  development the density bonus requirements are triggered when the  
  residential development sets aside at least 20 percent of the total units as  
  affordable to low-income households; or at least 10 percent of the total  
  units as affordable to very low-income households; or at least 50 percent  
  of the units for occupancy by “qualifying residents” (senior citizens)". 4)  
  Approval of the tentative subdivision map for a 70-lot single family  
  residential subdivision that will also include three specialized lots - Lot-A, 
  a half-acre centrally located park; Lot-B, a half-acre pocket park/storm  
  drainage retention pond; and Lot-C, a pedestrian access way. City Planner  
  Collins stated City staff will continue to work with Self-Help on these  
  requests.  Betsy McGovern Garcia, a representative from Self-Help  
  apologized for missing the meeting on May 11th.  She stated City staff has  
  been tremendous to work with and she really appreciates the high level of  
  professionalism of City Administrator Lara.  Mayor Mendoza thanked  
  Miss McGovern Garcia for her comments.  Bill Lewis, 342 N. Acacia,  
  Woodlake, stated the following: there is an appropriate place to have  
  residential development, commercial development and industrial   
  development.  Valencia and Naranjo are two major streets.  Why would  
  you consider putting residential development in what would be typical for  
  commercial development?  Self-Help does great work but there are  
  alternative sites that should be considered.  The City has not thought a lot  
  about commercial property.  A couple of months ago the City had the  
  opportunity to zone some property on Naranjo Street as commercial  
  property but you chose not to.  There is concern that the City will continue 
  to zone property for residential development and not leave anything for  
  commercial development.  He is asking Council to amend the General  
  Plan to designate it as neighborhood commercial.  Rezone the Ordinance  
  to neighborhood commercial and deny both the Tentative Subdivision map 
  and the Density Bonus Ordinance.  City Administrator Lara stated there is  
  plenty of property on Valencia and Naranjo for commercial development  
  and stated this project is good for residential development.  Mayor   
  Mendoza stated the Council’s long term vision has been to keep the  
  commercial district centralized on Naranjo and Valencia.   
  ON A MOTION BY MARTINEZ, SECOND BY G. GONZALEZ JR. 

IT WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND UPHOLD 
THE PLANNING COMMISSION’S RECOMMENDATIONS ON 
THE VALENCIA HEIGHTS PROJECT.  APPROVED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 D. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the Right-of-Way 
Agreement for APN 060-134-007 (Merlo Newton) Associated with the 
Construction of the City of Woodlake Roundabout Project 
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  City Administrator Lara reported the following:  the City secured the  
  services of Hamner, Jewell & Associates to provide right-of-way   
  acquisition and appraisal services associated with the roundabout project.   
  The project requires the acquisition of project right-of-way at nine (9)  
  separate parcels, a landscape/irrigation easement, and possibly two (2)  
  temporary construction easements.    All appraisal services have been  
  completed and all property owners have been given appropriate offer  
  packages for their right-of-way and easements. Initial offer packages were  
  submitted on June 6, 2014 to the nine separate property owners.    
  Individual meetings were also held with the property owners to review  
  their individual offer package and answer any questions.  After   
  negotiations eight of the nine parcels have been acquired. On May 28,  
  2015 the owners of APN 060-134-007 (Merlo, Newton), 060-133-015  
  signed their Right-of-Way Agreement and Grant Deed with the City of  
  Woodlake.  The property owners agreed to the original offer the City had  
  previously presented of $584 (Five Hundred Eighty Four Dollars).  This  
  was the last remaining property that needed to be acquired for the project.  
  The agreement and deed are attached with this item. 
  ON A MOTION BY ORTIZ SECOND BY G. GONZALEZ JR. IT 

WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND APPROVE 
THE RIGHT OF WAY AGREEMENT FOR APN NO. 060-134-007 
(MERLO, NEWTON).  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
VI. OTHER BUSINESS 
A.  Information: Items from Staff 
City Administrator Lara – reported the Phase 4 should be complete in the next couple of 
days.  The roundabout is in full construction and although some issues have risen, they 
have been taken care of.  Mayor Mendoza asked when the roundabout project should be 
complete.  City Administrator Lara stated December 2015.  Mayor Mendoza asked how 
the outreach to the businesses had been going.  City Administrator Lara stated good.   
Chief Marquez – reported the 8th grade promotion and the high school graduation went 
well.  Sober grad was also a great event for the seniors. 
Councilmember G. Gonzalez Jr. – reported the high school graduation was a special 
event for his wife Linda.  She is a special education aide and the graduating class was a 
class she has followed since they were in pre-school so it was very special to see them 
graduate high school.  She was also allowed to walk the line with them and is not 
considered a true Tiger!  Miss Quinn Keller is now attending summer school and will no 
longer be available for council meetings.  He will be working with Kiwanis and Key Club 
for a new Student Representative.  Youth Soccer is starting soon.  Anyone interested in 
coaching, please contact him directly.   
Councilmember Martinez – asked when the Summer Night Lights (SNL) program will be 
starting.  City Clerk Zacarias stated the first event is this Friday (June 12th) from 6 pm to 
9 pm at the high school pool and will continue every Friday (excluding July 3rd) until July 
17th.  There will be free food, music, games and raffle prizes.  There will also be free 
swimming on Wednesdays starting June 17th and will continue every Wednesday until 
July 15th.  
Mayor Mendoza – asked if City Hall is listed as a cooling center.  City Administrator 
Lara stated yes, from noon until 4 pm, residents may use the lobby for a cooling location.  
Mayor Mendoza asked that this information be put on the City’s Facebook and web page.  
He also wanted to recognize staff for the amount of projects currently going on in the 
City and to also thank staff for the participation in the various projects and activities 
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going on in the City.  Also reminded staff to not be afraid to ask Council for help at any 
event. 
 
MEETNG ADJOURNED 7:27 PM 
 
C.  Request from Council Members for Future Agenda Items 
 
VII.  CLOSED SESSION 
 

 A.  PENDING LITIGATION (Government Code § 54956.9).  It is the 
intention of this governing body to meet in closed-session concerning:  

 Conference with legal counsel – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION (Government 
Code § 54956.9(d)).   

  Initiation of litigation (Government Code § 54956.9(d)(4)). 
Number of potential cases is: __1___. 

 
As provided in the Ralph M. Brown Act, Government Code sections 54950 et seq., the 
Governing Board may meet in closed session with members of its staff and its attorneys. 
These sessions are not open to the public and may not be attended by members of the 
public.  The matters the Council will meet on in closed session are identified below or are 
those matters appropriately identified in open session as requiring immediate attention 
and arising after the posting of the agenda.  Any public reports of action taken in the 
closed session will be made in accordance with Government Code sections 54957.1 
 
MEETING MOVED TO CLOSED SESSION AT 7:06 PM 
MEETING RECONVENED AT 7:48 PM 
 
Mayor Mendoza reported to deny claim. 
 
VIII. ADJOURN 
 
The next scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Monday, June 22, 2015 at 6:30 
p.m. at City Council Chambers located at 350 North Valencia Boulevard, Woodlake, CA 
93286.  
 
City Council: 
Rudy Mendoza - Mayor 
Frances Ortiz - Vice Mayor 
Chuck Ray - Councilmember 
Greg Gonzalez Jr. - Councilmember 
Jose L. Martinez - Councilmember 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Irene Zacarias 
City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM IV-C  
June 22, 2015 
Prepared by Jason Waters, City Staff  

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of Woodlake’s ADA Route Deviation Policies and 
Procedures.  

 
BACKGROUND: 

 
As a subrecipient of 5311, the City of Woodlake is required to have policies and procedures 
regarding ADA route deviation.  
 

DISCUSSION: 
 
City Staff have prepared policies and procedures regarding ADA transit route deviation in order 
to be in compliance with FTA guidelines. The City currently provides complementary paratransit 
service to origins and destinations within the Woodlake service area. The policies and procedures 
provide guidance on how the City will continue to provide this service. The City will send the 
approved policies to CalTrans. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Staff recommends that Council approve Woodlake’s ADA Route Deviation Policies and 
Procedures. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

There is no fiscal impact. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:    
 

1. Resolution: Approval of Woodlake’s ADA Route Deviation Policies and Procedures 
2. ADA Route Deviation Policies and Procedures 
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  
OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
In the matter of: 
 
APPROVAL OF WOODLAKE’S ADA )   Resolution No. 
ROUTE DEVIATION POLICES AND )                           
PROCEDURES    ) 
 
Councilmember _________, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. Approval of 
Woodlake’s ADA Route Deviation Polices and Procedures.   
 
WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake is a 5311 subrecipient; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake must have adopted policies regarding ADA route deviation; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE to approve the City of 
Woodlake’s ADA route Deviation Policies and Procedures. 
  
The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember ________, and seconded 
by Councilmember _________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held 
on June 22, 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 AYES:  
 NOES: 

ABSTAIN:  
 ABSENT: 
  
      ______________________ 
      Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________ 
Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake Policy for Service Criteria for Complementary Paratransit 
 

City of Woodlake shall provide complementary paratransit service to origins and destinations within 
the Woodlake Dial-A-Ride service area.  

Jurisdictional boundaries. Notwithstanding any other provision of this paragraph, City of Woodlake 
is not required to provide paratransit service in an area outside the boundaries of the jurisdiction(s) in 
which it operates, if the entity does not have legal authority to operate in that area. However City of 
Woodlake shall take all practicable steps to provide paratransit service to any part of its service area. 

Response time. City of Woodlake shall schedule and provide paratransit service to any ADA 
paratransit eligible person at any requested time on a particular day in response to a request for 
service made the previous day. Reservations may be taken by reservation agents or by mechanical 
means (e.g., answering machine) 

City of Woodlake shall make reservation service available during at least all normal business hours of 
the City of Woodlake’s administrative offices, as well as during times, comparable to normal business 
hours, on a day when the City of Woodlake’s offices are not open before a service day. 

City of Woodlake may negotiate pickup times with the individual, but the entity shall not require an 
ADA paratransit eligible individual to schedule a trip to begin more than one hour before or after the 
individual's desired departure time. 

City of Woodlake uses real-time scheduling in providing complementary paratransit service. 

City of Woodlake permits advance reservations to be made up to 14 days in advance of an ADA 
paratransit eligible individual's desired trips.  

Fares. The fare for a trip charged to an ADA paratransit eligible user of the complementary paratransit 
service does not exceed twice the fare that would be charged to an individual paying full fare (i.e., 
without regard to discounts) for a Dial-A- Ride trip. 

The fares for individuals accompanying ADA paratransit eligible individuals, who are provided service 
under Sec. 37.123 (f) of this part, shall be the same as for the ADA paratransit eligible individuals they 
are accompanying.  

A personal care attendant shall not be charged for complementary paratransit service. 

City of Woodlake reserves the right to charge a fare higher than otherwise permitted by this paragraph 
to  social service agencies or other organizations for agency trips (i.e., trips guaranteed to the 
organization). 

Trip Purpose Restrictions. City of Woodlake does not impose restrictions or priorities based on trip 
purpose. 

Hours and Days of Service. The complementary paratransit service shall be available throughout the 
same hours and days as City of Woodlake’s Dial-A-Ride service. 

Capacity Constraints. City of Woodlake does not limit the availability of complementary paratransit 
service to ADA paratransit eligible individuals by any of the following: 

(1) Restrictions on the number of trips an individual will be provided; 

(2) Waiting lists for access to the service; or 

(3) Any operational pattern or practice that significantly limits the availability of service to ADA 
paratransit eligible persons. 

(i) Such patterns or practices include, but are not limited to, the following: 
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(A) Substantial numbers of significantly untimely pickups for initial or return trips; 

(B) Substantial numbers of trip denials or missed trips; 

(C) Substantial numbers of trips with excessive trip lengths. 

(ii) Operational problems attributable to causes beyond the control of City of Woodlake (including, but 
not limited to, weather or traffic conditions affecting all vehicular traffic that were not anticipated at the 
time a trip was scheduled) shall not be a basis for determining that such a pattern or practice exists. 

Additional Service. City of Woodlake provides complementary paratransit service to ADA paratransit 
eligible individuals exceeding that provided for in this section. However, only the cost of service 
provided for in this section may be considered in any City of Woodlake request for an undue financial 
burden waiver under Sec. Sec. 37.151-37.155 of this part. 

 

Woodlake Policy for Providing Complementary Paratransit Service for Visitors.  
 
 
(a) City of Woodlake provides complementary paratransit service under § 37.121 of this part and 
makes the service available to visitors as provided in this section.  
 
 
(b) For purposes of this section, a visitor is an individual with disabilities who does not reside in the 
City of Woodlake service area where City of Woodlake provides coordinated complementary 
paratransit service. 
 
 
(c) City of Woodlake shall treat as eligible for its complementary paratransit service all visitors who 
present documentation that they are ADA paratransit eligible, under the criteria of § 37.125 of this 
part, in the jurisdiction in which they reside.  
 
(d) With respect to visitors with disabilities who do not present such documentation, City of 
Woodlake may require the documentation of the individual's place of residence and, if the 
individual's disability is not apparent, of his or her disability. City of Woodlake shall provide 
paratransit service to individuals with disabilities who qualify as visitors under paragraph (b) of this 
section. City of Woodlake shall accept a certification by such individuals that they are unable to use 
Dial-A-Ride transit.  
 
 
(e) City of Woodlake shall make the service to a visitor required by this section available for any 
combination of 21 days during any 365-day period beginning with the visitor's first use of the service 
during such 365-day period.  
 
In no case shall City of Woodlake require a visitor to apply for or receive eligibility certification before 
receiving the service required by this section.  
 
In many cases City of Woodlake will contact the visitor’s transit agency directly to get a copy of their 
eligibility certification. 
 
[56 FR 45621, Sept. 6, 1991, as amended at 61 FR 25416, May 21, 1996] 
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City of Woodlake 
 

AGENDA ITEM V-A 
June 22, 2015 
Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the City Engineer’s Reports for the 
Assessments at the Parkwood, Gentle Hills Estates, Olive Estates, Castle Rock Park, 
Olive Vista and Castle Rock Park Phase II  Landscape and Lighting Districts and Set 
July 13, 2015, for a Public Hearing to set the Rates for Each District 

 
BACKGROUND: 

 
Annually, as part of the Landscape and Lighting Act of 1972, Council sets a public 
hearing date for those wishing to comment on any of the individual assessment 
districts in the City of Woodlake.  This year that date will be set as July 13, 2014.   
All assessment district property owners have been notified of the public hearing date 
and location. Prior to any action by the City Council, the City Engineer develops an 
engineer’s report that breaks down the costs necessary to maintain each assessment 
district.  Reports have been developed for the following districts: Parkwood, Gentle 
Hills, Olive Estates, Castle Rock Park, Olive Vista and Castle Rock Park Phase II.  
Copies of the reports are attached.   

 
DISCUSSION: 

 
The individual engineer’s reports, for each assessment district, break down the costs 
necessary to maintain each district.  The costs have not changed from the previous 
year.  The assessment allows for maintenance of grounds and lights plus incidental 
costs such as administration and engineering.  Districts are maintained by City staff.  
A majority of the expenditures go towards basic maintenance.  Currently, staff is 
revamping the sprinkler systems and will replant shrubs and trees as necessary in all 
the districts. 

 
The costs for each individual property owner are 
as follows:  
Parkwood: $197.50 
Gentle Hill Estates: $198.40 
Olive Estates: $172.44 
Castle Rock Park: $171.00 
Olive Vista: $200.00 
Castle Rock Park Phase II: $177.50 
 
At the July 13, 2015 City Council meeting, a public hearing will be held for all property 
owners of the assessment districts wishing to comment on their district. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve the engineer’s reports for the 
Parkwood, Gentle Hills, Olive Estates, Castle Rock Park, Olive Vista and Castle 
Rock Park Phase II districts.  The reports indicate the amounts necessary to provide 
the continuous maintenance of the above mentioned districts. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
The assessed amounts should be sufficient to cover all expenditures by the City of 
Woodlake and should not affect the general fund. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Resolution: Approval of the City Engineer’s Reports for the Assessments at the 
Parkwood, Gentle Hills Estates, Olive Estates, Castle Rock Park, Olive Vista and 
Castle Rock Park Phase II  Landscape and Lighting Districts and Set July 13, 
2015, for a Public Hearing to set the Rates for Each District 

2.   Attachment: Engineer’s Reports for Each Assessment District 
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  
OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
In the matter of: 
 
APPROVAL OF THE CITY ENGINEER’S        )   Resolution No.  
REPORTS FOR THE ASSESMENTS AT THE  )                            
PARKWOOD, GENTLE HILLS ESTATES,       ) 
OLIVE ESTATES, CASTLE ROCK PARK,       ) 
OLIVE VISTA, AND CASTLE ROCK PARK    ) 
PHASE II                                                               ) 
 
Councilmember ________, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption.  Approval of 
the City Engineer’s reports for the assessments at the Parkwood, Gentle Hills Estates, Olive Estates, 
Castle Rock Park, Olive Vista and Castle Rock Park Phase II landscape and lighting districts and set 
July 13, 2015, for a public hearing to set the rates for each district. 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Woodlake, pursuant to the Landscaping and 
Lighting Act of the 1972, directed the City Engineer to prepare and file an annual report for Fiscal 
Year 2014/2015 for the above mentioned assessment districts; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Council has set July 13, 2015 for a public hearing to afford every interested 
person an opportunity to comment on the annual reports either in writing or orally; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it appears that the report of the engineer is correct and proper in every respect 
and the conclusions therein reflected are correct and proper; and 
 
 WHEREAS, all charges hereby imposed are in compliance with California Code, without 
regard to property valuation, in authority (Section 27-subsection 22594, Streets and Highway Code); 
and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council hereby approves that attached 
engineer’s reports for the assessments at the Parkwood, Gentle Hills Estates, Olive Estates, Castle 
Rock Park, Olive Vista and Castle Rock Park Phase II landscape and lighting districts and sets July 
13, 2015, for a public hearing to set the rates for each district. 
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember _______, and seconded by 
Councilmember ________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held on 
June 22, 2015. 
 
 AYES:  
 NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 
 ABSENT:   
        ____________________ 
        Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 
      ATTEST: 
        ____________________ 
        Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM V-B 
June 22, 2015 
Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of Emergency Expenditures for the 
Development and Implementation of the City of Woodlake Well Project  

 
BACKGROUND: 

 
The California Government Code section 8630 empowers the City Council of the City 
of Woodlake to proclaim the existence of a local drought emergency when the City of 
Woodlake is threatened or likely to be threatened by the conditions of extreme peril to 
the safety of persons and property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the 
services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of this City.  The Council declared a 
drought emergency on the 26th day of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45 and by 
Resolution No. 15-46 the Council approved an exemption pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and State CEQA Guidelines relating to the 
environmental evaluation of the City of Woodlake Water Well Project. 
 
The City of Woodlake water system is made up of five wells that are used as the only 
source to provide potable water to its residents.  The wells have seen a consistent drop 
in groundwater level due to the drought and diversion of water, which has increased 
ground water pumping in the area. These conditions have created a situation where City 
wells will need to be updated or replaced.  Due to the low water table, the wells have 
also become very inefficient.  All these factors have created a burden on the City’s 
water system. 

 
DISCUSSION: 

 
With the continued drought and pumping of groundwater in the area, the City water 
system has begun to struggle to meet the demand of its customers.  Water tables 
continue to fall and wells continue to become more inefficient.  In an effort to protect 
the City’s water resources, the City has taken the necessary steps towards drilling new 
City wells and is looking at options to make their current wells more efficient. 
Pervasive drought conditions have also significantly increased demand for well 
contractors, who now have very long waiting lists to drill wells and no incentive to 
engage a bidding process, thereby creating procurement challenges for local public 
agencies. The City has also implemented its Stage 4 water regulations and has made 
major cuts in the use of water at City facilities. 
 
At this time the City is prepared to drill a test well along the St. Johns River within the 
City Airport Property.  This test well will help verify that a new well along the St. 
Johns River would be beneficial to the City. If the test well shows that the St. Johns 
River location is conducive to a new well, the City will move forward with drilling a 
new well at that site. City staff believes that if a new, deeper well is not added to the 
current water system immediately then the City may not have the ability to meet its  88



 
customers’ demands this summer.  Staff is requesting that Council declare this situation 
an emergency and allow for the expenditure of public money to safeguard the health of 
City residents.   
 
The declaration of an emergency, if passed by four-fifths votes of its members, will 
allow the expenditure of public money for a new City well, which will allow the City to 
meet its consumers’ demands this summer and in the future. The declaration will help 
streamline the construction of the well by allowing the City to forego a competitive bid 
process as per the Public Contract Code.  If the Council approves such action then the 
declaration of emergency will have to be re-approved by a four-fifths vote at every 
regularly scheduled meeting until the action is terminated.       

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve the emergency expenditures of 
public money for the construction of a test well and new City well to meet the 
demands of its customers and to safeguard the health of City residents. The City 
Council will review the need for continuing emergency expenditures at every 
scheduled Council meeting until the action is terminated.  

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
The construction of a test well and new City well will be paid out of the Water Fund.  
Staff has currently allocated $750,000 to the project.    

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Resolution: Approval of Emergency Expenditures for the Development and 
Implementation of the City of Woodlake Well Project 
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  
OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

In the matter of: 
 
APPROVAL OF EMERGNECY EXPENDITURES           ) Resolution No. 
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION )                            
OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE WELL PROJECT           ) 
 
WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8630 empowers the City Council of the City of 
Woodlake to proclaim the existence of a local drought emergency when the City of Woodlake is 
threatened or likely to be threatened by the conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and 
property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment, and 
facilities of this City; and  
WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8558(c) states that a “local emergency” means 
the duly proclaimed existence of conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property 
within the territorial limits of the City caused by the drought; and  
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Woodlake declared a drought emergency in the City of 
Woodlake on the 26th of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45; and  
WHEREAS, on January 17, 2014, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a state of 
emergency in the State of California due to current drought conditions in the state and said state of 
emergency remains in effect; and  
WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation acknowledged that the State of California is 
experiencing record dry conditions that have persisted since 2012, with 2014 projected to become 
the driest year on record; and  
WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation called upon local water suppliers and municipalities to 
implement water shortage contingency plans immediately in order to avoid or forestall outright 
restrictions that could become necessary later in the drought season; and  
WHEREAS, the current drought has negatively impacted local business, especially agricultural 
based business, of which City residents largely depend on; and  
WHEREAS, the City has implemented Stage 4 of its water conservation regulations, which restricts 
water use in the city; and  
WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake depends on ground water to provide potable water to its 
residents; and,  
WHEREAS, the City’s domestic wells have seen a consistent drop in groundwater levels, requiring 
that wells be updated and replaced, causing an economic burden on the City; and  
WHEREAS, persistent drought conditions have negatively impacted and continue to threaten the 
City’s economy; and  
WHEREAS, conditions of drought exacerbate already perilous fire conditions in the City; and  
WHEREAS, these conditions are likely to be beyond the services, equipment, personnel and fiscal 
resources of the City of Woodlake.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED by the City Council of the 
City of Woodlake that for reasons set forth herein, emergency expenditures may take place in order 
to safeguard the health of City residents by the construction of a new City well; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in case of an emergency the Public Contract Code section 
20168 allows for the legislative body to pass a resolution by at least a four-fifths vote of its 
members declaring that the public interest and necessity demand the immediate expenditure of 
public money to safeguard life, health, or property allowing the City to forego competitive 
solicitations for bids, as the action is necessary to respond to the emergency; and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that on the 26th day of May 2015 by Resolution NO. 15-46 the 
Council approved an exemption pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and 
State CEQA Guidelines relating to the environmental evaluation of the City of Woodlake Water 
Well Project. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that water suppliers and municipalities in the City of Woodlake 
heed the Governor’s request to implement water shortage contingency plans immediately in order to 
avoid or forestall outright restrictions that could become necessary later in the drought season.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all city water associates, power companies, other involved 
agencies, utilities, and individuals do whatever they can to equitably allocate the available water to 
mitigate to the extent possible the hardships resulting from the lack of water during this extended 
drought period of recovery.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of 
this local drought emergency the powers, functions, and duties of the emergency organization of this 
City shall be those prescribed by state law, ordinances, and resolutions existing and passed in 
conjunction with this emergency, and that this emergency shall be deemed to continue to exist until 
the City Council of the City of Woodlake, State of California, proclaims its termination. Further, it 
is directed that this emergency proclamation be forwarded to the Director of the Governor’s Office 
of Emergency Services and the Governor of the State of California.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that the City Council of the 
City of Woodlake hereby authorizes the undertaking of all extraordinary police and planning powers 
in response to this local drought emergency including but not limited to the ability to modify, 
amend, or issue planning codes, building or safety codes, environmental health codes, and such 
other codes, orders, and regulations as determined necessary for the duration of the emergency.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that public employees, 
officers, and governing bodies within the City are hereby granted full immunity to the extent 
allowed by law for actions undertaken in compliance with this emergency action.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that this City Council will 
review the need for continuing emergency expenditures at every regularly scheduled meeting 
hereafter until the drought emergency is terminated or no further emergency expenditures are 
necessary. [Note: Public Contract Code section 22050(c) requires the governing board to review the 
emergency expenditures at every regularly scheduled meeting until the governing body terminates 
the emergency expenditure or emergency no longer exists.] DECLARED this 22nd day of June 
2015.  
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember __________, and seconded 
by Councilmember ___________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting 
held on June 22, 2015. 
 
 AYES: 
 NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 
 ABSENT: 
 
 
 
        ____________________ 
        Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________ 
Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM V-C 
June 22, 2015 
Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Continuation of the Proclamation of the Existence 
of a Local Drought Emergency for the City of Woodlake  

 
BACKGROUND: 

 
The California Government Code section 8630 empowers the City Council of the City 
of Woodlake to proclaim the existence of a local drought emergency when the City of 
Woodlake is threatened or likely to be threatened by the conditions of extreme peril to 
the safety of persons and property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the 
services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of this City.  The City of Woodlake 
declared a drought emergency on the 26th day of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45.   
 
On January 17, 2014, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a state of 
emergency in the State of California due to current drought conditions in the State. The 
Governor’s proclamation acknowledged that the State of California is experiencing 
record dry conditions that have persisted since 2012, with 2014 projected to become the 
driest year on record and called upon all Californians to reduce their water usage by 20 
percent.   
  

DISCUSSION: 
 

The City of Woodlake water system is made up of five wells that are used as the only 
source to provide potable water to its residents.  The wells have seen a consistent drop 
in groundwater level due to the drought and diversion of water, which has increased 
ground water pumping in the area. These conditions have created a situation where City 
wells will need to be updated or replaced.  Due to the low water table, the wells have 
also become very inefficient.  All these factors have created a burden on the City’s 
water system. 
 
The City has begun to request informal bids for the construction of a test well along the 
St. Johns River.  Well contractors are in large demand and soliciting bids has been a 
challenge.  Most contractors are booked for extended periods of time and will not be 
available until next calendar year.  As the City’s need for a new well increases, it will 
be key that the City is able to find a contractor that has the ability to construct a well 
immediately. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

Staff recommends that the City Council continue the proclamation by the City 
Council of the City of Woodlake, State of California, proclaiming existence of a 
local drought emergency for the City of Woodlake.  The City Council would review 
the need for continuing the local drought emergency at least once every 30 days until 
the Council terminates the local drought emergency.     

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
The City Water Fund has been largely depleted by the inefficiency, need of updating 
and replacement of City wells.  City staff will continue to look for other funding 
sources to construct future wells. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Resolution: Continuation of the Proclamation of the Existence of a Local Drought 
Emergency for the City of Woodlake  
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  
OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

In the matter of: 
 
CONTINUATION OF THE PROCLOMATION OF     ) Resolution No. 
OF THE EXISTENCE OF A LOCAL DROUGHT        ) 
EMERGENCY FOR THE CITY OF WOODLAKE      ) 
 
WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8630 empowers the City Council of the City of 
Woodlake to proclaim the existence of a local drought emergency when the City of Woodlake is 
threatened or likely to be threatened by the conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and 
property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment, and 
facilities of this City; and 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Woodlake declared a drought emergency on the 26th 
day of May 2015 by Resolution No. 15-45; and   
WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8558(c) states that a “local emergency” means 
the duly proclaimed existence of conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property 
within the territorial limits of the City caused by the drought; and  
WHEREAS, pursuant to City Charter, the City Administrator has requested the City Council to 
proclaim the existence of a local emergency; and  
WHEREAS, on January 17, 2014, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a state of 
emergency in the State of California due to current drought conditions in the state; and  
WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation acknowledged that the State of California is 
experiencing record dry conditions that have persisted since 2012; and  
WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation also noted that the snowpack in California’s mountains 
is alarmingly below the normal average level for this date; and  
WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation called upon all Californians to reduce their water usage 
by 20 percent; and  
WHEREAS, the Governor’s proclamation called upon local water suppliers and municipalities to 
implement water shortage contingency plans immediately in order to avoid or forestall outright 
restrictions that could become necessary later in the drought season; and  
WHEREAS, the current drought has negatively impacted local business, especially agricultural 
based business, of which City residents largely depend on; and  
WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake depends on ground water to provide potable water to its 
residents; and,  
WHEREAS, the City’s domestic wells have seen a consistent drop in groundwater levels, requiring 
that wells be updated and replaced, causing an economic burden on the City; and  
WHEREAS, persistent drought conditions have negatively impacted and continue to threaten the 
City’s economy; and  
WHEREAS, conditions of drought exacerbate already perilous fire conditions in the City; and  
WHEREAS, on January 15, 2014, the Secretary of the United States Department of Agriculture 
designated 27 California counties, [including Alameda, Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, Contra Costa, 
El Dorado, Fresno, Inyo, Kings, Kern, Los Angeles, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, Mono, Monterey, 
Sacramento, San Benito, San Bernardino, San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, Santa Clara, Santa 
Barbara, Stanislaus, Tulare, Tuolumne, and Ventura] as natural disaster areas due to drought which 
makes farm operators in the designated counties eligible to be considered for certain assistance 
including emergency loans from the U.S. Farm Service Agency for production losses; and  
WHEREAS, on January 17, 2014, the California State Resources Control Board notified all water 
rights holders in California that, in the coming months, if dry weather conditions persist, the State 
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Water Board will notify water right holders in critically dry watersheds of the requirement to limit 
or stop diversions of water under their water right, based upon the priority of their right; and  
WHEREAS, these conditions are likely to be beyond the services, equipment, personnel and fiscal 
resources of the City of Woodlake.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED by the City Council of the 
City of Woodlake that for reasons set forth herein, wishes to extend the proclamation of the 
existence of a local drought emergency in the City of Woodlake; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that federal and state agencies are requested to provide financial 
and other assistance to residents, water suppliers, water rights holders, ranchers, farmers, business 
owners and local governments in the City of Woodlake to help them mitigate the persistent drought 
conditions; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City’s water users heed the Governor’s request to reduce 
water usage by 20 percent.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that water suppliers and municipalities in the City of Woodlake 
heed the Governor’s request to implement water shortage contingency plans immediately in order to 
avoid or forestall outright restrictions that could become necessary later in the drought season.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all city water associates, power companies, other involved 
agencies, utilities, and individuals do whatever they can to equitably allocate the available water to 
mitigate to the extent possible the hardships resulting from the lack of water during this extended 
drought period of recovery.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of 
this local drought emergency the powers, functions, and duties of the emergency organization of this 
City shall be those prescribed by state law, ordinances, and resolutions existing and passed in 
conjunction with this emergency, and that this emergency shall be deemed to continue to exist until 
the City Council of the City of Woodlake , State of California, proclaims its termination. Further, it 
is directed that this emergency proclamation be forwarded to the Director of the Governor’s Office 
of Emergency Services and the Governor of the State of California.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that the City Council of the 
City of Woodlake hereby authorizes the undertaking of all extraordinary police and planning powers 
in response to this local drought emergency including but not limited to the ability to modify, 
amend, or issue planning codes, building or safety codes, environmental health codes, and such 
other codes, orders, and regulations as determined necessary for the duration of the emergency.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that public employees, 
officers, and governing bodies within the City are hereby granted full immunity to the extent 
allowed by law for actions undertaken in compliance with this proclamation.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of 
this local drought emergency, the City Administrator may request the City Council to amend this 
proclamation of a local drought emergency and, if this Council is not in session to amend this 
proclamation as necessary and, if this proclamation is amended by the City Administrator the 
Council shall take action to ratify the amendment within 30 days thereafter or the amendment shall 
have no further force or effect.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that this City Council will 
review the need for continuing the local drought emergency at least once every 30 days until this 
Council terminates the local drought emergency. [Note: Government Code section 8630(c) requires 
the governing board to review the local emergency at least once every 30 days until the governing 
body terminates the local emergency.] EXTENDED this 22nd day of June 2015.  
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The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember ________, and seconded 
by Councilmember _________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held 
on June 22, 2015. 
 
 AYES: 
 NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 
 ABSENT: 
 
 
 
        ____________________ 
        Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________ 
Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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City of Woodlake 
 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM V-D  
June 22, 2015 
Prepared by Jason Waters, City Staff  

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of Response to Grand Jury  

 
BACKGROUND: 

 
The Tulare County Grand Jury has requested a response from public agencies in Tulare County, 
including the City of Woodlake, regarding compliance open meeting laws. 
 

DISCUSSION: 
 
The Tulare County Grand Jury has requested a response from the City of Woodlake regarding the 
City’s compliance with California’s open meeting laws. The Grand Jury had the following 
findings and recommendations: 
 

F1. Adherence to the provisions of California’s “open meetings” laws requires diligence 
on the part of public officials; vigilance on the part of those they serve; and good faith on 
the part of both.  
 
R1. All Tulare County public agencies strictly adhere to the provisions of California open 
meeting laws. 
 
R2. All elected/appointed members of Tulare County special districts, school boards, 
planning commissions, etc. participate in Tulare County Counsel’s annual board 
training.  
 
R3. The eight incorporated cities in Tulare County convey the findings of this report to 
all public boards within their jurisdiction. 
 
R4. Tulare County Local Agency Formation Commissions (LAFCO) convey the findings 
of this report to all the agencies within their jurisdiction. 
 
R5. Tulare County Office  of Education (TCOE) convey the findings of this report to all 
the school districts within their jurisdiction. 
 

 
City staff has attached a letter that responds to each finding and recommendation. 
 
The City must respond to the finding and recommendations by August 12, 2015. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Staff recommends that Council approve the City’s Response to the Grand Jury. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

There is no fiscal impact. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:    
 

1. Resolution: Approval of Response to Grand Jury 
2. Response Letter to Grand Jury 
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  
OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
In the matter of: 
 
APPROVAL OF RESPONSE TO GRAND )   Resolution No. 
JURY      )                           
 
Councilmember _________, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. Approval of 
Response to Grand Jury. 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake must respond to the finding and recommendations proposed by 
the Tulare County Grand Jury; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake received the findings and recommendations on May 21, 2015 
and must respond by August 12, 2015; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE to approve the letter 
responding to the Tulare County Grand Jury. 
  
The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember ________, and seconded 
by Councilmember _________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held 
on June 22, 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 AYES:  
 NOES: 

ABSTAIN:  
 ABSENT: 
  
      ______________________ 
      Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________ 
Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 

99



June 22, 2015 
 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
 
The Woodlake City Council agrees that the adherence to the provisions of California’s 
open meeting laws is important to Woodlake and its citizens. The Woodlake City Council 
has responded to the findings and recommendations below. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
F1. Adherence to the provisions of California’s “open meetings” laws requires diligence on the part of 
public officials; vigilance on the part of those they serve; and good faith on the part of both.  
 
The Woodlake City Council agrees with the finding. Adherence to open meeting laws 
requires diligence on the part of the City’s public officials and vigilance on the part of 
those that we serve.   
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
R1. All Tulare County public agencies strictly adhere to the provisions of California open meeting laws. 
 
This recommendation has been implemented. The Woodlake City Council agrees to 
continue to adhere to the provisions of California open meeting laws.  
 
R2. All elected/appointed members of Tulare County special districts, school boards, planning 
commissions, etc. participate in Tulare County Counsel’s annual board training.  
 
The City of Woodlake’s attorney provides in-house training to Woodlake’s City Council 
and Planning Commission members regarding open meeting laws. The City will continue 
to offer this training to the Woodlake City Council and Planning Commission.  
 
R3. The eight incorporated cities in Tulare County convey the findings of this report to all public boards 
within their jurisdiction. 
 
This recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be implemented. The City 
Council will convey the findings of this report to public boards within Woodlake’s 
jurisdiction by August 1st, 2015. 
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R4. Tulare County Local Agency Formation Commissions (LAFCO) convey the findings of this report to all 
the agencies within their jurisdiction. 
 
This recommendation will not be implemented by the Woodlake City Council because it 
only applies to LAFCO.  
 
R5. Tulare County Office  of Education (TCOE) convey the findings of this report to all the school districts 
within their jurisdiction. 
 
This recommendation will not be implemented by the Woodlake City council because it 
only applies to the Tulare County Office of Education.  
 
The City of Woodlake would like to thank you for taking the time to review this critical 
matter affecting Tulare County. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time.          
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 
City of Woodlake 
 
Cc:  Frances Ortiz, Vice Mayor 

Jose Martinez, Council Member 
 Greg Gonzalez, Council Member 
 Chuck Ray, Council Member 
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City of Woodlake 
 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM V-E  
June 22, 2015 
Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff  

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Authorization to Go Out to Bid for Right of Way Acquisition 
Services for the South Valencia ADA Project 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

City of Woodlake staff and City Engineer Quad Knopf have been working with Caltrans on the 
preliminary engineering for the South Valencia ADA Project.  The project is funded with 
Measure R, Local Funds and State SHOPP Minor Funds.   
 

DISCUSSION: 
 
It has been determined that as part of the construction of the project the City will need to acquire 
forty four (44) separate parcel slivers.  The right-of-way acquisition will allow for the 
construction of curb, gutter, sidewalk and storm drain improvements on South Valencia Blvd. 
from Bravo Avenue south to the Wutchumna Ditch. 
 
The City has budgeted three hundred and thirteen thousand dollars for right-of-way costs 
including title reports, legal descriptions, Caltrans coordination, appraisals and acquisition.  The 
City will go out to bid for right of way acquisition services and hire the most qualified firm as it 
relates to the City’s project. The firm will be responsible for: appraisals and “good faith 
negotiations” with property owners for the purchase of right-of-way; adherence to all 
professional standards and the Caltrans Right-of-Way Manual and all applicable laws and 
regulations; preparation of all written correspondence, applicable forms and City’s standard 
purchase agreement; coordination with City staff; performance of notary services related to the 
signing of acquisition documents; escrow coordination with the City’s selected title company; 
completion of final close-out work per Caltrans requirements; and maintenance of all acquisition 
files including acquisition diaries.   
 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Staff recommends that Council authorize staff to go out for bid for the right of way acquisition 
services for the South Valencia ADA Project.  The project will provide much needed curb, 
gutters, sidewalk and storm drain improvements on South Valencia Blvd. from Bravo Avenue 
south to the Wutchumna Ditch. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
The right of way services will be funded with Measure R and Local Funds. 
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ATTACHMENTS:   
  

1. Resolution: Authorization to Go Out to Bid for Right of Way Acquisition Services for the 
South Valencia ADA Project 

2. Right of Way Acquisition Maps 
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  
OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
In the matter of: 
 
AUTHORIZATION TO GO OUT         )    Resolution No. 
TO BID FOR RIGHT OF WAY       )                           
ACQUISITION SERVICES FOR THE   ) 
SOUTH VALENCIA ADA PROJECT    ) 
 
Councilmember ________, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. Authorization 
to go out to bid for right of way acquisition services for the South Valencia ADA Project. 
 
WHEREAS, the City has secured funding for the development and implementation of the South 
Valencia ADA Project, which will consist of the construction of curb, gutter, sidewalk and storm 
drain improvements on South Valencia Blvd. from Bravo Avenue south to the Wutchumna Ditch; 
and, 
 
WHEREAS, it has been determined that as part of the construction of the project the City will need 
to acquire forty four (44) separate parcel slivers; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the City will need to hire a qualified firm to be responsible for: appraisals and “good 
faith negotiations” with property owners for the purchase of right-of-way; adherence to all 
professional standards and the Caltrans Right-of-Way Manual and all applicable laws and 
regulations; preparation of all written correspondence, applicable forms and City’s standard 
purchase agreement; coordination with City staff; performance of notary services related to the 
signing of acquisition documents; escrow coordination with the City’s selected title company; 
completion of final close-out work per Caltrans requirements; and maintenance of all acquisition 
files including acquisition diaries.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE to authorize City Staff to go 
out to bid for right of way acquisition services for the South Valencia ADA Project.  
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember ________, and seconded 
by Councilmember ________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held on 
June 22, 2015. 
 
 AYES:  

NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT:  
  
      ___________________ 
      Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________ 
Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 

104



Know what's

R

105



Know what's

R

106



City of Woodlake 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM V-F 
June 22, 2015 
Prepared by Ramon Lara, City Staff 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Action: Adoption of Resolution: Discussion and Approval of the Potential Change 
of Date and Time of the City of Woodlake City Council Meetings   

 
BACKGROUND: 

 
Currently the Woodlake City Council meets on the second and fourth Monday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m.  The City has held the meetings on this date for many years to 
collaborate with Woodlake Unified School Board meetings which are held on 
Wednesdays and Planning Commission meetings, which are also held on Wednesdays.      

 
DISCUSSION: 
 

It was requested by Councilmember Ray that staff put on the agenda for discussion and 
approval the potential of switching City Council meetings from Monday to either 
Thursday of Friday.  Councilmember Ray relayed to staff that his current work 
schedule makes it difficult for him to attend the scheduled Monday Council meetings. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 
There is no staff recommendation on meeting dates.  City Council has the following 
options: 

1. Allow the meetings to continue on the second and fourth Monday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. 

2. Change the meetings as requested per Council Member Ray to Thursday or 
Fridays during the month at 6:30 p.m. 

3. Change the meetings to any day or time during the week. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
There is no fiscal impact. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Resolution: Discussion and Approval of the Potential Change of Date and Time of 
the City of Woodlake City Council Meetings   
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL  
OF THE CITY OF WOODLAKE 

COUNTY OF TULARE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
In the matter of: 
 
APPROVAL OF THE CHANGE OF DATE     )   Resolution No. 
AND TIME OF CITY OF WOODLAKE          )                           
CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS                           ) 
 
Councilmember _________, offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. Approval of 
the change of date and time of the City of Woodlake City Council meetings.   
 
WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake City Council currently meets on the second and fourth Monday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m.; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Woodlake City Council wishes to move the meeting date and time to 
__________________________; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WOODLAKE DOES RESOLVE to approve the change of 
date of City of Woodlake City Council meetings to _____________________________. 
  
The foregoing resolution was adopted upon a motion of Councilmember ________, and seconded 
by Councilmember _________, and carried by the following vote at the City Council meeting held 
on June 22, 2015. 
 
 
 AYES:  
 NOES: 

ABSTAIN:  
 ABSENT: 
  
      ______________________ 
      Rudy Mendoza, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________ 
Irene Zacarias, City Clerk 
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