
  
WOODLAKE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES             May 11, 2015 

 
    
PRESENT: Councilmembers Mendoza, Ortiz, Martinez & G. Gonzalez Jr. 
OTHERS: Lara, Waters, Aguayo, Collins & Zacarias 
ABSENT: Ray 
 
FLAG SALUTE 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Jeff Johnson, 33650 Road 320, Woodlake – Please see attached written statement 
submitted by Mr. Johnson. 
 
Robert Johnson, 340 N. Palm, Woodlake – Mr. Johnson asked if the City of Woodlake 
really has a legal obligation to the current water issues regarding the pumping of water.  
He stated yes, but it may take years to fix this problem. 
 
Mr. Jeff Johnson asked council if his concerns would be placed on the agenda for the 
next scheduled meeting for discussion.  City Administrator Lara sated Council could 
make a formal request and have the topic and concerns placed on the agenda for 
discussion.   
 
IV. CONSENT CALENDAR –ACTION AND INFORMATION ITEMS 
Request Approval of the Consent Calendar Action Items (IV. A-E) 
 A. Action: Approval of Minutes of the regular meeting held on April 27,  
  2015 
 B. Action: Approval of Warrants 
 C. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the April 2015 Monthly  
  Report of Investments 
 D. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the City of Woodlake’s  
  Fiscal Year 2015-2016 Appropriations Limit 

E. Action: Proclamation from the City of Woodlake, Proclaiming the Week 
of May 17-23, 2015 as National Public Works Week 

 ON A MOTION BY ORTIZ, SECOND BY MARTINEZ, IT WAS VOTED 
TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR.  APPROVED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
V.  ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS   
 A. Information: Presentation to Cruz Dominguez 
  City Administrator Lara stated Mr. Dominguez will be retiring from the 

City of Woodlake after 9 years of dedicated service.  He thanked Mr. 
Dominguez for his service and appreciated his commitment.  Mayor 
Mendoza presented Mr. Dominugez with a plaque and thanked him for his 
committed service.  Councilmember G. Gonzalez Jr. thanked Mr. 
Dominguez for his service to the City of Woodlake and also for the extra 
work he always did to ensure the children of Woodlake received many 
gifts through the annual Toy Drive. 



 B. Action: Adoption of Resolution: General Plan Amendment 15-01, 
Introduction of Zoning Ordinance Amendment 15-01, Tentative 
Subdivision Map 15-01 and Density Bonus Ordinance 15-01 

  PUBLIC HEARING 
  City Planner Collins reported the following: after the Planning  
  Commission had concluded their public meeting on the Self-Help  
  project, the City received a letter from Caltrans, District 6,   
  commenting on the Self-Help project.  They recommended a  
  number of conditions that should be applied to the project.  These  
  recommended conditions are detailed in their letter dated April  
  30th, which is attached to this report.  Specifically, they wanted a  
  traffic analysis for the intersection of State Route 245 and   
  Wutchumna Avenue.  This study has yet to be completed.  Further, 
  they wanted a 12-foot right-of-way dedication along the east side of 
  Valencia Boulevard in order to facilitate future road widening.   
  Caltrans also wishes to enter into a maintenance agreement with  
  Woodlake for the long-term maintenance of this segment of  
  Valencia Boulevard.  Staff is recommending that the above items  
  be continued until the traffic study has been completed on the  
  Valencia Boulevard/Wutchumna Avenue intersection and the city  
  engineer has had an opportunity to review the study as well as  
  Caltrans’s conditions.    Councilmember Ortiz asked if there are  
  families showing interest for these new homes.  City Planner  
  Collins stated yes, a list has been established.  Councilmember  
  Ortiz asked how many bedrooms the homes will have.  City  
  Planner Collins stated they will be both 3 and 4 bedroom homes.   
  Councilmember Ortiz asked if the City would be able to provide  
  adequate water to these homes with the current water situation we  
  are facing and also make sure our current residents still have  
  adequate water as well.  City Administrator Lara stated yes.  Meters 
  will be installed in the new homes which will help control the  
  wasting of water.  Councilmember Martinez asked if this   
  neighborhood will have street lights.  City Administrator Lara  
  stated there will be no sidewalk on Valencia St. but there will be a  
  pedestrian trail behind the Palm trees.  There will be a sidewalk on  
  Wutchumna St. 
  PUBLIC HEARING OPENED 7:01 PM 
  Armida Martinez, 648 N. Acacia, Woodlake – Mrs. Martinez asked 
  if the subdivision would have a park.  City Administrator Lara  
  stated yes. 
  City Clerk Zacarias reported to council that a letter had been  
  submitted by resident Bill Lewis, 342 N. Acacia, Woodlake and he 
  asked that this letter be submitted into the official record as his  
  public comments for this item.  Letter is attached. 
  PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 7:03 PM 
  Councilmember Martinez asked if there would be a change in the  
  speed limit on Valencia due to the new homes and pedestrian  
  walking on Valencia.  City Administrator Lara stated city staff is  
  currently working on a reduction in speed for this area.  City  
  Planner Collins asked Council to bring this item back at the next  
  scheduled council meeting. 



  ON A MOTION BY ORTIZ, SECOND BY G. GONZALEZ JR 
  IT WAS VOTED TO BRING THS ITEM BACK AT THE  
  MAY 26, 2015 COUNCIL MEETING. 
 C. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Accept the City of Woodlake Downtown 

Enhancement Project Phases 1, 2 & 3 and Authorize City Staff to File the 
Notice of Completion 

  City Administrator Lara reported the following: on February 24, 2014, 
Council awarded the City of Woodlake Downtown Enhancement Projects 
Phase 1, 2 & 3 to the lowest responsive bidder, Avison Construction, Inc.  
The project enhanced the downtown from Valencia Blvd. north of Naranjo 
Blvd. to Lakeview Ave. and down Antelope to Magnolia St.  This was 
accomplished by the construction of curb, gutter, sidewalks, curb ramps 
and bulbouts, and installation of landscaping, irrigation, lighted bollards, 
street lights, benches and trash receptacles.  The project was constructed in 
a timely and efficient manner by the contractor and was inspected and 
approved by the projects resident engineering firm VSCE, Inc.  The 
project also had oversight provided by Caltrans and all of their 
requirements were met. Staff recommends that the City Council accept the 
City of Woodlake Downtown Enhancement Project Phases 1, 2 & 3 and 
authorize City staff to file the Notice of Completion for the project.  The 
project was adequately delivered within budget and on time.  
Councilmember Ortiz stated there were areas of downtown where some of 
the sidewalks had cracks and she wanted to know if the cracks would be 
repaired.  City Administrator Lara stated if cracks were a caused during the 
construction, they would be repaired but some cracks were a result of the 
way some of the sewer pipes were installed downtown and those cracks in 
the sidewalk would not be repaired. 

  ON A MOTION BY G. GONZALEZ JR. SECOND BY MARTINEZ 
IT WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND ACCEPT 
THE CIT OF WOODLAKE DOWNTOWN ENHANCEMENT 
PROJECT PHASES 1, 2 & 3 AND AUTHORIZE CITY TO FILE 
NOE.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 D. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Enter Into a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with the Woodlake Lions Club for the Gift of the 
Doris and Francis White Lions Club Communality Center 

  City Administrator Lara reported the following: at the last council meeting 
  there appeared to be a misunderstanding between the City of Woodlake  
  and the Woodlake Lions Club.  After much discussion with the two groups 
  an agreement has been reached with the following conditions listed below: 
 

 1. The Club will be leased the building for a $1.00 annually while the new  
 community center is designed and developed.  The Club understands that 
 during this time it will be responsible for all utilities associated with the 
 building and will need to provide the necessary liability insurance. 
 2. Once the new community center is constructed, the Club will be 
 allowed to continue to have its weekly Thursday meetings and annual 
 events.  For example, its annual Thanksgiving dinner for seniors and 
 Christmas party will be allowed to be held at the community center. 
 3. Within the building, an area will be dedicated to pay tribute to Doris 
 and Francis White for their donation of the Property to the Woodlake 
 Lions Club.  



 4. It is also our understanding that the Club will incur no expenses in 
 transfer of the property from the Club to the City. 

  5. If by July 1, 2019, the Property has not been developed for the purpose 
of a community center the Property would revert back to the Woodlake 
Lions Club at the City’s expense. 

   
  It is to be noted that the current Doris and Francis White Lions Club 

Community Center may be demolished for the construction of the 
Woodlake Downtown Plaza.  In the circumstance that the building is 
demolished and a new community center is not built by the City by July 1, 
2019, the City will agree to pay the Woodlake Lions Club the assessed 
value of the property as of the date the property was gifted. 

  Councilmember Martinez asked if we knew if there was any current 
agreement with the seniors regarding the use of the building for their 
events.  City Attorney Farley stated the title company will do a full search 
during the escrow process and if any agency or group has an agreement 
with the property it will come up at that time.  Mayor Mendoza asked for 
clarification from City Attorney Farley regarding the phrase “not 
substantially completed” City Attorney Farley stated this is a legal term 
and is used to protect the City.  Mayor Mendoza asked where in the 
agreement it says the City is in charge of the building.  City Administrator 
Lara stated it does not need to say it does not need that phrase since the 
City will own the building. 

  ON A MOTION BY ORTIZ, SECOND BY MARTINEZ IT WAS 
VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND ENTER INTO A 
MOU WITH THE WOODLAKE LIONS CLUB FOR THE GIFT OF 
THE DORIS AND FRANCIS WHITE LIONS CLUB COMMUNITY 
CENTER.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 E. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of Submittal of Letter of 
Support and Active Transportation Program (ATP) Application for the 
City of Woodlake North Valencia Project and Authorize the Mayor of the 
City of Woodlake to sign the Letter of Support 

  City Employee Waters reported the following:  on February 9, 2015, the  
  City Council of the City of Woodlake approved a supplemental agreement 
  to initiate the preliminary engineering and right-of-way for the Woodlake  
  North Valencia Project and requested funding from the Tulare County  
  Transportation Authority to pay for the project’s preliminary engineering  
  and right-of-way.  The cost of the preliminary engineering is estimated to  
  be $83,000 and the cost for right-of-way is $32,000 for a total of   
  $115,000.  The funding would come from the City of Woodlake   
  Bike/Pedestrian Tier 2 section of Measure R.  The overall cost of the  
  project is currently estimated to be $920,000.  While City staff has secured 
  Measure R funds for preliminary engineering and right-of-way, staff is  
  now looking for funds to cover construction costs.  Staff has begun the  
  preparation of an ATP application to apply for construction funds for the  
  project.  Staff has also begun to work with the Tulare County   
  Transportation Authority and Caltrans on securing matching construction  
  funds. 
  ON A MOTION BY ORTIZ, SECOND BY G. GONZALEZ JR. IT  
  WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND APPROVE  
  THE SUBMITTAL LETTER OF SUPPORT AND ACTIVE ATP  
   



  APPLICATION FOR THE CITY OF WOODLAKE NORTH   
  VALENCIA PROJECT AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR OF THE  
  CITY OF WOODLAKE TO SIGN THE LETTER OF SUPPORT.   
  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 F. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the City of Woodlake’s  
  Fiscal Year 2015/2016 Budget 
  City Administrator Lara reported the following:  the City of Woodlake,  
  like many other governmental agencies, has had to adapt to current  
  economic conditions and revenue streams.  The City has taken a   
  conservative approach during its budget process, while keeping in mind  
  the wellbeing of its citizens and its employees.  For Fiscal Year 2015/2016 
  City staff is presenting a balanced budget that allows for adequate services 
  to be provided for its citizens.  Some of the major highlights will be the  
  continued development of the downtown projects and the continued work  
  on the proposed water meter project.  As part of the Fiscal Year 2015/2016 
  Budget, City Administration is recommending the addition of one Police  
  Officer, one Code Enforcement Officer and one Water/Sewer Operator 1.   
  The Police Officer position would be funded by the improved General  
  Fund.  The Code Enforcement Officer position is grant funded and the  
  Water/Sewer Operator 1 position will be funded with the elimination of  
  the Publics Works Superintended position that was vacated. These   
  positions have been included and funded in the proposed Fiscal Year  
  2015/2016 Budget.  Mayor Mendoza asked if there was a job description  
  for the Code Enforcement Officer.  City Administrator Lara stated yes and 
  he will supply a copy to each Councilmember.  City Administrator Lara  
  stated the Code Enforcement Officer will receive training to issue citations 
  when a violation has occurred.  Councilmember Ortiz stated the city has  
  an ordinance to prevent trailers with work ladders and porta potties from  
  parking within the city limits, yet she still sees them doing this.  Also,  
  there is an abandoned house on the corner of Cypress and Laurel and  
  although house is abandoned, the doors are always open and sometimes  
  people are hanging out there.  Councilmember Ortiz asked if police  
  officers can make sure the door is to remain closed and not allow anyone  
  to hang out in the abandoned house.  City Administrator Lara stated these  
  are some of the issues our code enforcement officer will handle. 
  ON A MOTION BY MARTINEZ, SECOND BY G. GONZALEZ JR., 
  IT WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND APPROVE  
  THE CITY OF WOODLAKE’S FISCAL YEAR 2015/2016   
  BUDGET.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
VI. OTHER BUSINESS 
A.  Information: Items from Staff 
City Employee Waters – reported May 17-23 is Public Works Week and all public works 
employees should be recognized. 
City Administrator Lara – reported the groundbreaking for the roundabout should start 
next week and construction crews will be notifying all businesses of the work to be done.  
Rite Aid should be pulling permits next week and will also be starting construction soon.  
Councilmember Ortiz asked if city staff will be assisting with Rite Aid employment.  
City Administrator stated no.  Mayor Mendoza asked how the businesses were being 
notified.  City Administrator Lara stated employees from VSCE were handing out flyers 
and notifying businesses of when project would start and what work would be done.  
Mayor Mendoza asked that we put the information on Facebook as well.  Councilmember 



Martinez commended the police department for all their hard work during the busy 
weekend. 
Lt. Aguayo – reported no issues during the busy weekend.  Charros had a big event and 
all went well. 
Student Representative, Bladimir Sanchez – reported the Powder Puff game was 
cancelled last Friday due to students having prior commitments.  The High School is 
having a play on May 14th, 15th and 16th.  Varsity Baseball is playing Madera on 
Wednesday.  Track and Swimming has started.  The High School band is having a 
performance on May 27th at 7pm.  The Gala Pop concert is May 19th at 5pm. 
City Clerk Zacarias – reported the Step Up event on May 1st went well.  There were over 
1000 residents who attended the event.  The Berry Festival at the Botanical Garden is 
May 30th from 8 am to noon. 
Councilmember G. Gonzalez Jr. – commended staff for an awesome job this weekend.  
The Public Works department did an amazing job with clean up before and after the 
parade.  Youth Soccer will start after the Softball/Baseball season has ended.  
Councilmember G. Gonzalez Jr. remembers he attended a council meeting in the early 
90’s to do research on a paper he was writing.  There was a resident by the name of 
Chuck Mann who spoke regarding the concerns he had regarding low water pressure in 
his neighborhood.  Councilmember G. Gonzalez Jr. now lives in the same neighborhood 
as Chuck Mann and reported there is still very little water pressure in that neighborhood 
and asked if staff is aware of this problem.  City Administrator Lara stated staff is aware 
of pressure issue and is looking into this problem. 
Mayor Mendoza – asked if there are any plans for an addition of a crosswalk at the 
intersection of Naranjo and Magnolia.  City Administrator Lara stated yes, it will be a 
part of the Roundabout.  Mayor Mendoza reported he had attended a Water Commission 
meeting today and the discussion was that no one really knows who to address the water 
issues.  He asked staff to bring this item back to a regular scheduled meeting for 
discussion from staff and public.  Mayor Mendoza stated in 2009/2010, he had written an 
ordinance regarding issues of graffiti.  He stated the ordinance was approved by council 
to accept as an ordinance of the city but no records can be found regarding the adoption 
of the ordinance.  He asked staff to bring this item back for an introduction and adoption 
of a graffiti ordinance.  Mayor Mendoza has been appointed to the Governing Advisory 
Board for SCE.  He will bring back information to council as it becomes available. 
 
MEETNG ADJOURNED 7:54 PM 
 
C.  Request from Council Members for Future Agenda Items 
 
VII.  CLOSED SESSION 
 

A. PENDING LITIGATION (Government Code § 54956.9).  It is the 
 intention of this governing body to meet in closed-session concerning:  
  Conference with legal counsel – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 

 (Government Code § 54956.9(d)).   
  Initiation of litigation (Government Code § 54956.9(d)(4)). 

Number of potential cases is: 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
As provided in the Ralph M. Brown Act, Government Code sections 54950 et seq., the 
Governing Board may meet in closed session with members of its staff and its attorneys. 
These sessions are not open to the public and may not be attended by members of the 
public.  The matters the Council will meet on in closed session are identified below or are 
those matters appropriately identified in open session as requiring immediate attention 
and arising after the posting of the agenda.  Any public reports of action taken in the 
closed session will be made in accordance with Government Code sections 54957.1 
 
MEETING MOVED TO CLOSED SESSION AT 8:00 PM 
MEETING RECONVENED AT 8:04 PM 
 
Mayor Mendoza reported there was nothing to report and no action was taken. 
 
VIII. ADJOURN 
 
The next scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 26, 2015 at 6:30 
p.m. at City Council Chambers located at 350 North Valencia Boulevard, Woodlake, CA 
93286.  
 
City Council: 
Rudy Mendoza - Mayor 
Frances Ortiz - Vice Mayor 
Chuck Ray - Councilmember 
Greg Gonzalez Jr. - Councilmember 
Jose L. Martinez - Councilmember 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Irene Zacarias 
City Clerk 
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