 
WOODLAKE CITY COUNCIL	MINUTES             February 9, 2015

			
PRESENT: Councilmembers Mendoza, Ortiz, G. Gonzalez Jr., Martinez & Ray
OTHERS: Lara, Waters, Zacarias, Farley & Keller
ABSENT:

FLAG SALUTE

Mayor Mendoza asked for a moment of silence to honor fallen Officer Daniel Greene of the Exeter Police Department.

PUBLIC COMMENTS – None

IV.	CONSENT CALENDAR –ACTION AND INFORMATION ITEMS
Request Approval of the Consent Calendar Action Items (IV. A-C)

	A.	Action: Approval of Minutes of the regular meeting held on January 26, 			2015
	B.	Action: Approval of Warrants
	C.	Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the January 2015 Monthly 			Report of Investments
ON A MOTION BY ORTIZ, SECOND BY G. GONZALEZ JR. IT WAS VOTED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

V.	 ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS  
	A.	Action: Adoption of Resolution: Authorization to Go Out to Bid for Water Meter Project Design and Engineering
		City Employee Waters reported the following: The City of Woodlake has received authorization from USDA to begin the design and engineering portion of the City’s water meter project. To complete this process, the City will hire a qualified engineering firm to prepare the final engineering designs, including drawings and specifications, for the installation of water meters for each connection in the city. Engineering services for pipeline replacement, chlorination units, sand separator and SCADA system will also be part of the services provided by the consultant. City staff seeks authorization to begin the RFP process in order to hire the consulting firm.  Staff is recommending April 13, 2015 as the date to award the contract.
		ON A MOTION BY MARTINEZ, SECOND BY RAY IT WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND AUTHORIZE STAFF TO GO OUT TO BID FOR WATER METER PROJECT DESIGN AND ENGINEERING.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
	B.	Action: Adoption of Resolution: Authorization to Initiate the Proposition 218 Process (Rate Increase for Water Services), Set a Public Hearing Date, and Approve Requirements for the Submission and Tabulation of Protests
		City Employee Waters reported the following: As part of the City’s water 			meter project, the City was required to complete a rate study that 				determined the appropriate water rate fees. The rate study determined that 			the City would eventually need to increase the cost of water services for 			residential customers to approximately $37.00 by 2020. Because the 			$37.00 rate is an increase from the current rate, the City is required to 			undergo a Proposition 218 process.

		The City’s process for adopting the rate increase is as follows:

· The first step is providing staff the direction to initiate the process. An affirmative vote on this agenda item tonight does not raise the water rates; it simply directs staff to proceed with the process. 
· Mail notices at least 45 days before public hearing. The second step in the process of adjusting rates is to mail notices to all water customers within the City’s service area. A standard letter will be sent out describing the amount of the rate adjustment, stating the effective date of the adjustment if approved, advising the customer of the protest procedure, and stating the date of the Public Hearing. Those who wish to protest must submit a written protest. 
· Hold Public Hearing. On the appointed date (tentatively April 13th), the City Council will hold a public hearing and receive testimony on the matter of the proposed rate adjustment. 
· Approval of resolution at same meeting as hearing. Following the Public Hearing, if a majority protest has not occurred and the City Council approves of the rate increase, the City Council will approve a resolution pursuant to Woodlake Municipal Code section 13.04.010 with the adjusted rates.

	Councilmember Ray asked what would happen if the City chooses to not 	install water meters.  City Administrator Lara stated the state may impose 	fines and/or other restrictions on our water system.  Councilmember Ortiz 	asked what our current rate for water is.  City Administrator Lara stared 	$28.50 for a flat rate and will increase to $37.00 over a five year time 	frame and each household will be allowed 10,000 gallons of water a 	month.  After the first 10,000 gallons, residents will pay a fee per every 	10,000 gallons of water used.  Mayor Mendoza stated he was happy to see 	the funding of this project to be 59% loan and 41% grants.   	Councilmember Ray stated the City has water that does not need to be 	treated and that is a good thing.  Mayor Mendoza stated he appreciates the 	reserve the City is creating and also asked staff to continue to educate the 	residents regarding the installation of the water meters.
	ON A MOTION BY MARTINEZ, SECOND BY G. GONZALEZ JR., IT 	WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND AUTHORIZE 	THE INITIATION OF THE PROPOSITION 218 PROCESS.  	APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
	C.	Action: Adoption of Resolution: Enter Into a Supplemental Agreement with the Tulare County Transportation Authority (TCTA) for the Preliminary Engineering (PE) and Right of Way (ROW) Services of the Woodlake North Valencia Project and Authorize the Mayor of the City of Woodlake to Sign the Supplemental Agreement
		City Administrator Lara reported the following:  as part of continued city-			wide improvements, staff has been looking at ways to secure funds to add 			curb, gutter and sidewalks between Whitney Ave. and Sierra Ave. on 			Valencia Blvd.  This section of road runs parallel with the Woodlake 			Unified School District and gets lots of pedestrian traffic from students 			going and coming from school.  The City would like to initiate the 				preliminary engineering and right-of-way for the Woodlake North 				Valencia Project and has requested funding from the Tulare County 			Transportation Authority to pay for the project’s preliminary engineering 			and right-of-way.  The cost of the preliminary engineering is estimated to 			be $83,000 and the cost for right-of-way is $32,000 for a total of 				$115,000.  The funding would come from the City of Woodlake 				Bike/Pedestrian Tier 2 section of Measure R.  The overall cost of the 			project is estimated to be $920,000.  The project will be funded with 			Measure R and local funds.  City staff will also apply for ATP funds in 			April to minimize the amount of Measure R and local funds being 				used.  Councilmember Ortiz asked if this project would be on 				both sides of Valencia.  City Administrator stated yes.
		ON A MOTION BY RAY, SECOND BY ORTIZ IT WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH TCTA FOR THE PE AND ROW SERVICES OF THE WOODLAKE NORTH VALENCIA PROJECT.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
	D.	Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approval of the City of Woodlake’s Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Budget Amendment No. 2
		City Administrator Lara reported the following:  for Fiscal Year 				2014/2015 the City of Woodlake General Fund saw an increase in 				budgeted revenues from $1,769,920 to $1,903,920.  The increase was in 			the amount of $134,000 and was due to an increase in Property Tax, Sales 			and Use Tax, Business Licenses and Building Permits.  The increases can 			be attributed to revenues generated to the addition of downtown 				businesses, Family Dollar, Dollar General and the future addition of Rite-			Aid.  For the same Fiscal Year budgeted expenses are expected to increase 		from $1,667,538 to $1,832,747.  The increase is in the amount of 				$165,209 and was due to increases in Planning and Zoning, Community 			Promotion and Parks and Grounds.  The increases can be directly 				attributed to time spent on the development of the Rite-Aid and Self Help 			Development, Murals and City of Woodlake Plaza Project.  				Councilmember Ortiz asked if Self-Help is building new homes in 				Woodlake.  City Administrator Lara stated yes, Self-Help is currently 			planning on new homes on the vacant lot at Wutchumna and Valencia.  			The plans are for 70 homes and a park.  Mayor Mendoza stated the 			increase in building permits shows growth for the City of Woodlake.
		ON A MOTION BY MARTINEZ, SECOND BY G. GONZALEZ JR. 			IT WAS VOTED TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION AND APPROVE 			THE CITY OF WOODLAKE’S FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 BUDGET 		AMENDMENT NO. 2.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
	
VI. OTHER BUSINESS
A. 	Information: Items from Staff
City Administrator Lara – reported the City will go out to bid for the roundabout CMRE and construction.  There was an incident on Friday night where a person lost their life.  The police department is currently working on this case.  Chief of Police Mike Marquez was named Man of the Year, City Clerk Irene Zacarias was named Woman of the Year, Student Representative Quinn Keller was named Female Youth of the Year and The Homegrown Project was named Community Service Group of the Year.  They will all be honored at the Kiwanis awards banquet on March 6th.
Student Representative Keller – reported the high school had a guest speaker, a Holocaust survivor.  The students all appreciated her story.  Senor Night will be celebrated this week for the following sports: boy’s soccer and girl’s basketball on Thursday night and girl’s soccer on Tuesday night.
City Clerk Zacarias – presented Student Representative Quinn Keller with flowers on behalf of staff for her Female Youth of the Year award.  Congratulations!
B.	Information: Items from Council Members
[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilmember Ortiz – stated she is happy for the recent rain and the wonderful City she lives in.
Councilmember Martinez – stated the incident that happened last Friday was a scary one but we are still a beautiful and safe town.  There will be a Council of Cities meeting on February 24th.
Councilmember Ray – stated he was also happy for the rain.
Mayor Mendoza – reported he had attended a water meeting and it was reported that Three Rivers received 1.42 inches of rain this last weekend.  There are now 911 wells that have gone dry in Tulare County and 500 of those are in the East Porterville area.

C. 	Request from Council Members for Future Agenda Items

VII. 	CLOSED SESSION

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS
Employee Organization: Woodlake Police Officers, Administration, Non Represented
Labor Negotiator: Ramon Lara, City Administrator
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

As provided in the Ralph M. Brown Act, Government Code sections 54950 et seq., the Governing Board may meet in closed session with members of its staff and its attorneys. These sessions are not open to the public and may not be attended by members of the public.  The matters the Council will meet on in closed session are identified below or are those matters appropriately identified in open session as requiring immediate attention and arising after the posting of the agenda.  Any public reports of action taken in the closed session will be made in accordance with Government Code sections 54957.1

MEETING MOVED TO OPEN SESSION AT 7:32 PM
MEETING RECONVENED AT 7:50 PM

Mayor Mendoza stated there was nothing to report and no action was taken.














VIII.	ADJOURN

The next scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Monday, February 23, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at City Council Chambers located at 350 North Valencia Boulevard, Woodlake, CA 93286. 

City Council:
Rudy Mendoza - Mayor
Frances Ortiz - Vice Mayor
Chuck Ray - Councilmember
Greg Gonzalez Jr. - Councilmember
Jose L. Martinez - Councilmember

Meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m.

Submitted by,


Irene Zacarias
City Clerk
