
Introduction

1.01 Introduction

The City of Woodlake is proposing to adopt and implement the Woodlake General 
Plan, 2008 to 2028.  Adoption of the general plan is considered to be a "project" under 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

The Woodlake General Plan will be presented as a single document that contains two 
parts.   Part 1 will contain the General Plan - Chapter 1, Land Use Element; Chapter 2,  
Circulation Element; and Chapter 3, Open Space, Parks, Recreation and Conservation 
Element.  Part 2 will contain this report, the  draft environmental impact report (DEIR). 

The "planning area" is the land within Woodlake’s sphere of influence (SOI) line, 
containing 3,707 acres;  urban development boundary (UDB) line,  containing 2,552 
acres, and its city limits, containing  approximately 1,689 acres.  

In order to determine the amount of land needed for urban development in Woodlake 
over the next 20 years, 2008 to 2028, population projections and land use demand 
projections were prepared.  Two population projections (low and high) were used in 
the General Plan. These population figures are projections from the base year of 2007, 
provided by the U.S. Census Bureau.  The Plan’s "low" population projection is based on 
Woodlake’s growth rate from 1990 to 2000 (1.59 percent), and  its "high" population 
projection is based on its growth rate from 1980 to 2000 (2.15 percent).  Both of these 
growth rates are based on the U.S. Census Bureau figures.

 Population Projections

2008 2018 2028

Low Population Projection (1.59 %) 7,524 8,809 10,315
High Population Projection (2.15 %) 7,524 9,307 11,514
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As the Lead Agency, the City of Woodlake has determined that the general plan will 
have a "significant" impact on the environment and that an environmental impact 
report (EIR) be prepared.

To solicit input on the scope and content of  the general plan EIR, the City sent a Notice 
of Preparation (NOP) to Responsible and Trustee agencies, the State Clearinghouse and 
other local interested parties and agencies.       

1.02 Purpose 

The purpose of the general plan EIR is to inform the public, local decision-makers, and 
the State of the potential environmental effects associated with the implementation of 
the general plan.  In addition, the general plan EIR delineates the following:  mitigation 
measures that will reduce or eliminate the environmental effects caused by the general 
plan;  mitigation monitoring measures that will monitor the City's compliance with 
adopted mitigation measures; and project alternatives, which include a "no project"  and 
“alternative site” options.

1.03 Specificity  

Section 15146 of the CEQA Guidelines states that an EIR need only be as specific as the 
project being proposed.  This document will describe in general terms the 
environmental effects caused by the adoption and implementation of the general plan.

   
1.04 Format

To insure that the General Plan EIR is a meaningful document that fosters 
understanding and continuity, the Environmental Impact Analysis section of the EIR 
has been formatted as follows:

4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS

4.01 ENVIRONMENTAL FACTOR

A general description of the environmental factor and pertinent definitions will be included in this 
subsection.

4.011 Existing Conditions

Existing conditions that specifically exist in and around the planning area will be described in this 
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subsection. Previously prepared EIRs that contain information on existing conditions in the planning 
area will be referenced, as allowed for by Section 15150 of the CEQA Guidelines.

4.012 Environmental Impact

This subsection will describe the environmental impacts caused by the proposed general plan.

4.013 Mitigation Measures and Monitoring

This subsection will specify mitigation measures - development standards, actions and policies, 
programs, or capital improvements - that will cause the environmental impact to be avoided or 
minimized.  The Alternatives to the Proposed Action section of the EIR may also be referenced in this 
subsection since alternatives to the proposed project can also reduce or eliminate environmental impacts. 

The mitigation monitoring program identifies who is responsible for insuring that the mitigation 
measure will be implemented and the time frame for the monitoring program.

4.014 Residual Impact

This subsection will state the residual impact (significant or not significant) after mitigation measures 
and/or alternatives to the proposed project are implemented.  If impacts cannot be eliminated or 
reduced to an insignificant level, the environmental impact will be deemed an adverse unavoidable 
impact. 
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